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A Sermons, or Homt- % 
2 lies , appopnted by the ; 
| . ] Kynges Mateſtie, to be! 
P declared and redde,by all 0 
pPerſones, Uicars, o: 
Curates,euery 0: 
day in their Chur- 
ches, where thei 
haue Cure. 
es + EC: 


» The Paeface. 


x qJHE KYNGES MOST ExX- 
ceellent Maieſtie, by the pzudet 
£5, aduiſe othis moſte deere belo⸗ 
Aued vncle, Edward duke of So 
merlet, Goucrnour of His Ma⸗ 
teſties perſone, and P2otecio2 
| =<2 of all hys hyghncs Realmes, 
Dominions and Dubicctes , with the reſte of 
hys moſte honozable Counſaplt, moſte graci⸗ 
oully conſideringe the manyfolde enozmities, 
whiche heretokoze haue crepte into hys graces 
Realme, thꝛough the falſe vlurped power of the 
biſhop of Rome, and the vngodly doctrine of 
his adhetentes, not onely vnto the great decaye 
of Chziſten religion, but alſo (if 6 o Ds mercye 
were not) vnto the vtter deſtruccion of innume⸗ 
rable ſoules, which thzough Hipoctiſy and per- 
nicious doctriae were ſeduced, and bought fro 
honozing of the alone, true, liuing, and eternall 
G O D, Unto the wozſhippinge of creatures pea, 
of ſtockes and ſtones, from doing the commaũ⸗ 
dementes of 60D, vnto voluntary wozkes and 
phantalies inuented of men, krom true religion, 


vnto Popiſhe ſuperſticion: Conſideringe alſo 


the earneſt and feruent dcſire,of hys dcerely be⸗ 


loued ſubiectes, to be deliuered from all erro2s 


and ſuperſticion, and to be truly and faithfully 
inſtructed in the very wooꝛde of GO D, that li⸗ 
uelpe foode of mans ſoule, whereby yep Ne 

carne 
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THE PREPACE, 


learne vnfaynedly,and accozding to the mynde 
of the holy Ghoſte, expꝛeſſed in the ſcriptures, to 
honoꝛ GO D, and to ſerue their Kynge , with all 
humilitie and ſubteccion,and godly x honeſtly, 
to behaue them lelkes to warde all men: gapne 
callinge to remembꝛaunce, that the next x moſte 
redy waye, to expell and auopde, at well all coꝛ⸗ 
rupte, vicious and vngodly liuinge, as allo er⸗ 
ronius doctrine, tendinge to fuperiticton and 
Idolatty, and clerely to put awape all conten⸗ 
cion, whiche hath heretofoze rylen, thzoughe di⸗ 
yerlitie of pꝛeachinge, is the true lettingfurth, 
and pure declaringe of & O Ds woozde, whiche 
is the pꝛincipall guyde and leader vnto al god- 
lynes and vertue: Fynally that all Curates 
of what learninge ſoeuer they be, mape haue 
ſome godly and fruictfuil leſſons in a redynes, 
to reade and declare vnto their partſhyoners., 
koʒ their edifipnge , inſtruccion, and comfozte: 
hath cauſed a booke of Homelies, to be made x 
(etfurth, wherin is conteyned certapne holſome 
and godly erhoꝛztacions, to moue the people to 
honoz and wozſhippe almightie 60D, and dili⸗ 
gently to ſerue hym , cuerp one acco:dinge to 
their degree, ſtate, and vocacion:the whiche Ho⸗ 
melies hys Maieſtie commaundeth and ſtrai⸗ 
tely chargeth, all Perſones , Uicars, Curates, 
and all other, hauing ſpirituall cure, euery Sõ⸗ 
daye in the pete, at hyghe Malle, when the peo⸗ 
ple be moſte gathered togither, to reade and de⸗ 
clare to their pariſhioners plainly xdiſttnctely, 
5. ij. in luche 


THE PREFACE, 


in ſuche 02dze as they ſtande in the boke (except 
any Sermon be p2eached ) and then foz that 
cauſe onely, q koʒ none other, the readyng of the 
ſaide Homilie, to be differred vnto the next Sõ⸗ 
daye folowing. And when the foꝛeſayde boke of 
Homilies is redde ouer, the Kynges Maieſties 
pleaſure is, that theſame be repeted, and redde 
agayn in ſuche like ſozte, as was befoze pꝛeſcri⸗ 
bed, vnto ſuch time, as his graces pleaſure ſhall 
further be knowen, in this behalte. 

AL s Ohis Mateſtie commaundeth, that the 
ſayde eccleſiaſticall perſons, vpon the firſt holy 
daye, fallinge in the weeke tyme of euery quar- 
ter of the pete, ſhall reade hys Iniũccions opely 
and diſtinctly to the people, in maner and four⸗ 
me in theſame expzeſted: and vpon euery other 
holy and feſtiuall dape thꝛoughe the pere, like⸗ 
wiſe kallinge in the weeke tyme, they ſhal recyte 

the Pater noſter, the articles of our fapthe, 

the tenne commaundementes in En⸗ 
gliſh, openly befoze all the people, 
as in the ſayde Iniunccions 
is ſpecitied:that al degrees, 
and al ages, may learne 
to knowe GO D, and 
to ſexue hym, ac⸗ 
coꝛding to his 
holy wooz⸗ 
de. 7, 


CA truittefull exhoztacion, to 


the readyng and knowledge of 
holy Dcripture , 


Nto a chzilten man, there can Thep2aiſeof 
be nothyng , either moze ne- 2? 
ceſſary,oz p2ofitable.then the 
knowledge of holy lcripture, 
W fozaſmuche, as in it, 1s con- 
l teined Goddes true woozde, 
I ſettyng furthe his glozie, and 
alſo mannes duetie. Ind there is no truthe, noꝛ The 28 
doctrine .neceſſarie foz our iuſtificacion, and e- pu. 
uerlaſtyng ſaluacion, but that is, ( 02 mate be) 
dꝛawen out ot that Fountain, and well of truth. 
E (Therfoze, as many as be deltrous, to entre into 
51 the right and perfecte waie vnto God, muſt ap⸗ The knowe- 
4 plie their mindes, to knowe holy ſcripture. with- rag 3 
out the whiche, thei can neither ſufficictly know necenarie, © 
God, and his wil, neither their office and duetie. 
And as dꝛinke is plealaũt to them, that be dꝛie, #9 nes the 
and meate to them that be hungrie, ſo is the rea- holy — 5 
byng,hcaryng, ſearchyng, and ſtudiyng of holy 9 
ſcripture, to the that be deſirous to knowe God, 
02 themlelfes, and to do his will. And their ſto⸗ 2000 be ene⸗ 
mackes onely, do lothe and abhozre the heauen- feripure.”® 
ly knowledge, and foode of Gods woozde , that 
be ſo dꝛouned in woꝛldly vanities that ther net- 
ther ſauoꝛ God, noꝛ any godlyneſle . Foz that is BY 
the cauſe, why thei deſire ſuche vanities, rather de“ aaa 
then the true knowledge of god. As thei that are eng of wh 


ſicke of an ague, whatlocuer thei eate oz dzinke ts abhozred. 
A.]. (though 
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Anerhoztacion to the readyng 
(though it be neuer lo plealaunt)yet it is as bit⸗ 
ter to theim, as woꝛmewoode, not foz the bitter⸗ 
nes of the meate, but foꝛ the coꝛrupte and bitter 
humoꝛ that is in their awne totigue and mouth: 
eucn ſo is the [weteneſle of Gods wooꝛde bitter, 
not of it ſelf, but only vnto them, that haue their 
myndes cozrupted, with long cuſtome of ſynne, 

An exhoꝰtati and loue ot this wozlde . Therefoꝛe, koꝛſakyng 

* the coꝛrupte iudgement of carnall men, whiche 

hcaryng, and cate not, but foꝛ their carcaſſe, let vs reucrently 

the bol Ken heare and reade holy Scriptures, whiche is the 
ptures. toode of the ſoule. Let vs diligently ſearche foz 

Matth.itii, the well of life, in the bokes of the newe and old 
Teſtamente, and not ronne to the ſtinkyng po⸗ 
delles of mennes tradiciõs, deuiſed by mannes 
imaginacion, oꝛ our iuſtificacion and ſaluaciõ. 

Che holy ccri Foꝛ in holy ſcripture is fully cõteined, what we 

prure coaluk ought to doo, and what to eſcheue , what to be- 

toꝛ our ſalua leue, what to loue,and what to loke foʒ, at God⸗ 

What t<yn; des handes at length. Jn thoſe bokes we ſhall 

den we maie finde the father, from whom, the ſonne by whom 

a and the holy ghoſte, in whom, all thynges haue 
their beyng and cõſeruacion, and theſe the per⸗ 
ſons, to be but one God, and one ſubſtaunce. In 
theſe bokes, we maie learne to knowe our leltes, 
how vile and miſcrable we be, and alſo to know 
God, how good he is of hyiſell, and how he cõ⸗ 
municateth his goodnes vnto vs, | to all crea⸗ 
tures. Wee maie learne allo in thele bookes, to 
knowe Goddes will and plealure, as muche as 
(foz this pꝛeſente tyme ) is conuenient "” wk to 

nowe. 
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Ok holy ſcripture. 
knowe . And (as the greate clerke, and Godly 
p2eacher ſainct Jhon Chaiſoſtome ſateth)what- 
ſoͤuer is required to laluacion df man, is fully 
conteined in the ſcripture of G O D. He that 
is ignozaunte, maye there learne and haue 
knoweledge: He that is harde harted, and an 
obſtinate ſynner, ſhall there fynde eternall toꝛ⸗ 
mentes , ( pzepared of Goddes iuſtice) to make 
hym afrated,and to mollifte hym. He that is op- 
p2eſlſed with milerie in this woꝛlde, ſhall there 
finde relief in the pzomiles of eternall life to his 
great conſolacion and comfozt. He that is woũ⸗ 
ded(by the deuill) vnto deathe, ſhall finde there, 
midicine, wherby he mate be reſtoꝛed again vn- 
to health. If it ſhal require to teache any truth, 
02 rep2oue falſe doctrine, to rebuke any vice. to 


commende any vertue , to geue good counſaill, - 


to comfo2t,oz to exhoꝛt, oʒ to do any other thyng 
requiſite foz oure ſaluacion, all thoſe thynges 
(ſaieth ſainct Chztloltome) we mate learne plen⸗ 
tifully of the ſcriptute. There is, (ſaith Fulgen⸗ 


Holp Scrfps 


tius)abundantly enough. bothe foz men to eate, ture myniſte» 


and childzen to ſucke. There is, whatlocuer is 


reth ſufficient 
doctrine fox al 


conuenient foz all ages, and foz all degrees, and degrees and 


ſoztes of men. Theſe bokes therfoze,ought to be 


muche in our handes , in our ives, in our eares, 
in our mouthes, but moſte of all, in our hartes. 


ges. 


Foz the ſcripture of God, is e heauenly meate Nlatth. iii. 


of our ſoules, the hearyng and kepyng of it ma⸗ 
keth vs bleſſed , ſanctifieth vs, and maketh vs 
holy:it conuerteth our ſoules, it is a light lan⸗ 

| A. ij. terne 


Luke. xi. 
Ihon. xvii. 
Palm. xix. 


What com 
modities and 
(ET, the 

nowcledge 
of holp ſcrt- 
Pture, 


Luke. x. 
Ihon. vi. 


Colloſ.i. 


Hebre. 1111. 


Matth. vii. 
Thon, x11. 


Ioan. xiiii. 


An exhoꝛtacion to the teadyng 
terne to our feete, it is à ſuxe, a conſtant, and a 
perpetual inſtrument of laluacion:it geueth wi⸗ 
ſedome to the humble and lowly hartes, it com⸗ 
kozteth, maketh glad, chereth and cheriſheth our 
conſciences, it is a mo2e excellent iewell oz trea⸗ 
ſure, then any golde oz pꝛecious ſtone, it is moze 
\weter then honp , oz hony combe it is called the 
beſt part, whiche Marte did chole , foz it hath in 
it euerlaſtyng comkfozte . The wooꝛdes ot holy 
ſcripture, be called wooꝛdes of cuerlaſtipng life: 
foʒ thei be Gods inſtrumente, oꝛdeined koꝛ the 
ſame purpoſe. Thei haue power to conuert tho⸗ 
rowe Gods pꝛomiſe, and thei be effectuall, tho⸗ 
rowe Gods aſſiſtence: And, ( beyng receiued in 
a faithful harte) thei haue euer an heauenly ſpi⸗ 
rituall wozkyng in theim thei are liuely, quicke 
and mightie in operacion, and ſharper then any 
twoo edged ſwearde, and entereth thzough,cucn 
vnto the deuidyng a ſonder of the ſoule, and the 
ſpirite, ot the ioyntes, and the mary. Chꝛiſte cal⸗ 
leth hym a wile buylder, that buildeth vpon his 
wooꝛde, vpon his lure and ſubſtanciall founda- 
cion. By this wooꝛde of God we ſhalbe iudged: 
foꝛ the wooꝛde that J ſpeake, (ſaieth Chꝛiſte)is 
it, that ſhall iudge in the laſte date. He that ke⸗ 
peth the wooꝛde of Chziſte, ts pꝛomiſed the loue 
and fauoꝛ ot᷑ God, and that he ſhalbe the man- 
ſto place, oꝛ templc of the bleſſed Trinitie. This 
wooꝛde; wholocuer is diltgent to reade, and in 
his harte to pꝛinte that he readeth, the great af- 
fecciõ to the tranſitoʒie thynges of this adde 

albe 
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ſhalbe miniſhed in hym, and the greate deſire of 
heauenly thynges , (that be therein pꝛomiled ot 
GOD) ſhall encreaſe in hym. And there is no⸗ 
thyng that ſo muche eſtabliſheth our faithe, and 
truſt in God, that lo muche conleruecth innocen- 
cie, and purenes of the hart, and allo of outward 
godly life a conuerlacion, as continual readyng 
and meditacion of Gods woozde- . Foz that 
thyng, whiche (by perpetuall vſe of readyng of 
holy (cripture,and diliget ſearching of theſamc) 
is deepely pꝛinted, and grauen in the harte, at 
length turneth almoſte into nature. And mozeo⸗ 
uer, the eſtecte and vertue of Gods wooꝛde, is to 
illuminate the ignoꝛaunte, ⁊ to geue moze light 
vnto theim that faithfully and diligently reade 
it, to comfo2t their hartes, and to encoꝛage them 
to periozme that, whiche of God is commaun⸗ 
ded . It teacheth pacience in all aduerſitie, in 
pꝛoſperitie humblenes: what honoꝛ is due vnto 
God, what mercie and charitie, to our neighboz. 
It geueth good counſaill in all doubtfull thyn⸗ 
ges. It ſheweth, of whom we ſhall loke foꝛ ayde i. Reg.xiiii. 
and helpe, in all perelles, and that GO D is the ii. Para xx. 
onely giuer of victozy,in all battailes, and tem- fen. 
ptacions of oure enemies, bodely and ghoſtely, * 
And in readyng of Gods wooꝛde he moſte pꝛok⸗ Who pꝛoffit 
fitcth not alwates , that is moſte ready in tur- dynge Gods 
nyng of the boke, oꝛ in laiyng of it without the woozre. 
boke, but he that is moſte turned into it, that is, 
moſte inſpired with the holy ghoſte, moſte in his 
harte and lite, altered and tranſtoꝛmed into that 
A. iij. thyng 


Eſaie,v. 

Math.xxi11. 
i. Cor. xiiii 
What incom 
modities, the 
ygnoꝛaũte ot 
Gods wozde 
bꝛyngetg. 


Gods woꝛde 
extelleth al ſcci 


An exhoꝛtation to the readyng 
thyng, whiche he readeth: he that is daily leſſe 
and leſſe pꝛoude, leſſe iretull, leſle couetous, and 
leſſe deſirous of wozldly and vain pleaſures: he 
that daily ( fozſakyng his olde vicious life) en- 
creaſeth in vertue , moze and-moze . Ind tobe 
ſhoꝛte, there is nothyng , that moze mainteineth 
Godlines of the mynde,andexpelleth vngodly⸗ 
neſſe, then doth the continuall readyng, oz hea⸗ 
ryng of Gods woꝛde, ik it be ioyned with a god- 
ly mpnd, and a good affeccion to knowe and fo⸗ 
lowe Gods will. Foz without a ſyngle iye.pure 
intent and good mynde, nothyng is alowed foz 
good befoze God. And on the otherſide, nothing 
moze oblcureth Chuiſte, and the gloꝛy of God, 
noꝛ induceth moze blindneſle, and all kyndes of 
vices, then doth thc ignozaunce of Gods wozde. 
If we pꝛofeſſe Chuiſte , why be we not aſhamed 
to be ignoꝛaunt in his doctrine : leyng that eue⸗ 
ry man is aſhamed to be ignozaunt in that lear- 
nyng , whiche he pzofeſſeth: That man is aſha⸗ 
med to be called a Philoſopher, whiche readeth 
not the bokes of Philolſophie, and to be called a 
Lawyer, an Iſtronomter.o2 a Phiſicion, that is 
ignozaunt in the bokes of Lawe, Aſtronomie, 
and Phiſike.Yow can any man then lay, that he 
pꝛokeſſeth Chulte,and his religion, if he will not 
applie hymſelk, (as farfurthe as he can oz mate 
conuenietly)to reade and heare and ſo to knowe 
the bokes of Chꝛiſtes Golpell and doctrine. Al⸗ 
though, other ſciẽces be good, and to be learned, 
yet no man can denie, but this is the chieke, and 

paſſeth 
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Pk holy lcripture. 
paſſeth al other incõparablie. What excuſe ſhal 

we therfoze make, (at the laſt day befoꝛe Chꝛiſt) 

that delight to reade,oz heare mennes phatalics 

and inuenciõs, moze then his moſte holy Goſpel 

and will finde no tyme to do that whiche chielly 

(aboue all thynges ) we ſhould do, and will ra- 

ther reade other thynges, then that, foz the whi⸗ 

che, we ought rather to leaue readpng all other 

thynges . Let vs therefoze applie our leltes , as 

farfurthe as we can haue tyme and l[calure , to 

knowe Gods woo2de , by diligent hearyng and 

readyng thereof , as many as pzofefle God, and 

haue faith and truſt in hym. But thei that haue go ——＋ 
no good affeccion to Gods wooꝛde, (to coloure #13 rye mow 
thts their faulte)aledge commonly, twoo vapne gest ods 
and fained excules. Some go aboute to excuſe The firte, 
them, by their awne fraileneſle, and featfulneſle, 

ſaiyng: that thei dare not reade holy ſcripture, 
leſf.thzough their ignoꝛaunce, thei ſhould kal in 

to any exxoꝛ: Other pꝛetende, that the diſficultie Tue ceconde, 
to vnderſtande it, and the hardnes thercof, is lo 

great, that it is mete to be red, onelp of clerkes ⁊ 

learned men. As touchyng the firſt: Ignoraunce 

of Gods woꝛzd, is the caule of all erroz,as Chꝛiſt 

hymlelf affirmed to the Sadduces, ſaiyng: that Math. xxii. 
thei erred , becauſe thei knewe not the ſcripture. 
How ſhould thei then eſcheue erroz pᷣ will be tt] 
ignoꝛaunt⸗ Ind how ſhould thei come out ot i= 
gnozaunce. that will not reade noz heare that 
thyng, whiche ſhould geue them knowledge:Be 
that now hath moſt knowledge, was at the fivſt 
tgnozaunt, 
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How, mooſte 
commodiouſ 


An exhoꝛtation to the readyng 
ignoꝛauute yet he foꝛbare not to reade, foꝛ feare 
he ſhould fal into erro2:but he diligently reade, 
leſt he ſhould remain in ignoꝛaunce, ⁊ thzough 
ignoꝛaunce, in crro2... .' | 
AND It you wil not knowe the truth of god, 
(a thyng moſte neceſſarie fox you) leaſt you fall 
into erroꝝ, by theſame realſon.you maie then lye 
ſtill, and neuer go leaſt it you go)you fall in the 
mire, noꝛ cate any good meate , leaſte you take a 
[!{rfet,nc2 lowe pour coꝛne, noꝛ laboꝛ in your oc⸗ 
cupaciõ, noꝛ vie your marchaũdiſe, toꝛ feare you 
loſe your ſlede your laboꝛ, pour ſtocke, and ſo by 
that reaſon, it ſhould be bell foꝛ you to liue idely 
and neuer to take in hande, to do any maner of 
good thyng, leaſt peraduenture ſome euil thyng 
mate chaunce thereof. And if you be afrated to 
fall into erroꝛ, by readyng of holy Scripture, J 
[hall ſhewe vou, how you mate reade it, without 
daunger of erro2,Reade it humbly, with a meke 


ip and with: And lowly harte, to the intent, you mate glozifie 


out all perill, 
che holy (cri⸗ 
pture is to be 


reade. 


God, and not your ſelf, with the knoweledge of 
it: and read it not without daily pꝛaiyng to god 
that he would direct your reading to good effect 
and take vpon you , to expounde it no farther, 
then you can plainly vnderſtande it. Foꝛ(as.S 
Auguſtyne ſaieth) the knoweledge or holy lcri- 
pture is a great, large, and high palace, but the 
do2e is very lowe, ſo that the high and arrogant 
nian cannot runne in but he muſte ſtoupe lowe, 


and humble himlelk, that ſhall entre into it. Pꝛe⸗ 


ſumpcion and arrogancie, is the mother of all 
erroz, 
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Ok holy lcripture, 
erroꝛ, and humility,nedeth to feare no erroʒ. Foꝛ 
humilitie will onely ſearche, to knowe the truth, 
it will ſearche, and will conferre one place with 
another: and where it cannot finde the ſenſe, it 
will pzate , it will inquire ot other that knowe, 

and will not pꝛeſumteoully, and raſſhely define 

any thyng, whiche it knoweth not. Therefoze, 

the humble man mate learche any truthe,boldly 

in the ſcripture, without any daunger oz erroz. 

Ind ik he be ignoꝛaũt he ought the moze to read 

and to ſearche holy ſcripture , to bʒyng hym out 

of ignozaunce . | fate not nate, but a man mate 

p2olper, with onely hearyng, but he mate muche 

moze pꝛoſper, with bothe hearyng and readyng. 

This haue J ſaied, as touchyng the feare to 

reade, though ignozaunce of the perſone. Ind Scripture in 
concernpng the difficultie of ſcripture,he that is end 
ſo weake, that he is not able to bzooke ſtrong in come plas 
meate, yet he mate ſucke the ſwete and tender (#5047 coi 
milke, and differre the reſt, vntill he waxe ſtron- ; 
ger, and come to moꝛe knoweledge . Foz GOD 

recetueth the learned and vnlearned, and ca⸗ 

ſteth awate none, but is indifferent vnto al. And 

the ſcripture is full, aſwell of lowe valleis plain 

waies, and eaſie foʒ euery man to vle, and to 

walke in, as allo of high hilles and mountai⸗ 

nes, whiche tewe men can alcend vnto. And who ©9d teaucth 
ſoeuer geueth his mynd to holy ſcriptures, with taught, that 
diligent ſtudie and keruent delire, it cannot be, 5/9 © 899d 
(lateth ſainct Jhon Chziſoſtome) that he ſhould his wooxe:. 
be deſtitute ofhelpe , Foz either 3 ame 

4. wi 


An exhoꝛtacion to the readyng 
wil lende hym ſome Godly Doctoz , to inſtructe 


hym, as he did to inſtructe Enuchus , a noble 

man of Ethiope , x treaſurer vnto Quene Can- 

dace, who hauyng a great affeccion to reade the 

ſettpture, (although he vnderſtode it not) yet koꝛ 

the deſire, that he had vnto Gods woozde , E od 

lent his Apoſtle Phillippe, to declare vnto hym 

the true lenle of the ſcripture , that he redde : Oꝛ 

els, if welacke alearned man, to inſtructe and 

teache vs yet God hyniſelt from aboue wil geue 

light vnto our mindes, and teach vs thoſe thyn⸗ 

ges, whiche are neceſtarie foꝛ vs, and wherin we 

How ß know be ignoꝛaunt. And in another place, Chuloſtoin 
ge gate be laieth: that mannes humain and wozldly wiſe⸗ 
atteined vnto dom, oꝛ ſcience, nedeth not to the vnderſtandyng 
of ſcripture, but the reuelacion of the holy ghoſt 

who inſpireth the true (cle vnto them, that with 

5 humilitie and diligence do ſearche therefoze. He 
Matth. vii. that aſkcth,ſhall haue, and he that ſeketh , ſhall 
finde,and he that knocketh, ſhall haue the dooze 

open. It we reade once, twile, oz thꝛiſe, and vn- 

deritande not, let vs not ceaſſe fo, but ſtill conti⸗ 

nue readyng pꝛaipng, aſking of other and fo by 

ſtil knockyng (at the laſt) the dooze ſhalbe ope⸗ 

a good rule ned(as lainct Jtzguſtine lateth), Although ma- 
tandpnge of ny thynges in the (ſcripture, be ſpoken in obſcure 
the fcripture. miſteries, pet there is nothyng ſpoken vnder 
darke miſteries in one place, but the ſelf lame 

thyng in other places, is ſpoken moze familiatly 

and plainly, to the capacitie, bothe of learned 

and vnlearned , Ind thole thynges in the (cri- 

| ptiire 
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Ok holy ſcripture. 
pture that be plain to vnderſtande, and neceſſa⸗ Nomis ers 
tte fo2 ſaluacion euery mans duetie is to learne — 
thein, to punte them in memozre, and effectually Gods will, 
to exerciſe the. 4nd as foz the obſcure miſtertes, 
to be contented to be ignoꝛaũt in the, vntil ſuche 
tyme as it ſhall pleaſe God, to open thoſe thyn⸗ 
ges vnto hym.. In the meane ceaſon, it he lacke 
either aptnes oꝛ oppoztunttie, God will not im⸗ 
pute it to his folly , but yet it behoueth not, that 
ſuche as be apte, ſhould ſette aſide readyng, be⸗ 
cauſe fome other be vnapte to reade: Meuerthe⸗ 
leſſe ; foz the difficultie of ſuche places, the rea⸗ 
dyng of the whole, ought not to be ſette a parte. 
Andbuictly to conclude (as ſaincte Auguſtyne 
laith ) by the ſetipture, all men be ameded:weake 
men be ſtrengthened, and ſtrong men be conkoꝛ⸗ 
ted. So that rely , none be enemies to the rea= What pers 
dyng ol Gods wooꝛde, but ſuche, as either be ſo danctgnonnee 
ignoꝛaunt, that thei knowe not how wholſome a to continue. 
thyng it is, oz els be ſo ſicke, that thei hate the 
moſte comkoztable medicine, that ſhould heale 
them: Oꝛ lo vngodly, that thet would wiſhe the 
people, ſtill to continue in blyndneſſe, and igno⸗ 
raunce of God. | | | 

THY Ss we haue bziefly touched ſome parte c ve boy tert 
of the commodities of Gods holy woozde, whi- og gode chick 
che is one of Gods chief and pꝛincipall beneft- benekites. 
tes, geuen and declared to mankynde, here in 
vearth. Let vs thanke God hartely, foz this his 
greate and ſpeciall gifte . bencficiall fauoz, and 


_ katherly pꝛouidence. Let vs be glad to reutue 


B.. l. this 


The righte 
readyng, ve, 
and frutctful 
ſtudipng ĩho⸗ 
ly Ccripture, 
Pſalm. i. 


An exhoꝛtation to the readynce 
this pꝛecious gifte, of our heauenly father . Let 
vs heare, reade, and knowe, thele holy rules, in⸗ 
tũccions, and ſtatutes of our chʒiſtian religion, 
and vpon that we haue made pꝛokeſſion to God 
at our baptiſine. Let vs with feare and reuerẽce 
late vp(in the cheſte of our hartes) thele neceſſa⸗ 
tie and frutctfull leſſons. Let vs night and daie 
mule, and haue meditacion, and contemplacion 
in them. Let vs ruminate, and (as it were) chewe 
the cudde, that we mate haue the lwete yeulſe.ſpt- 
rituall effect, mary, honp,kernell, taſte, comkozt, 
and conſolacion of them. Let vs ſtaie, quiet, and 
certify our conſciences, with the moſte infallible 
certaintie, truthe, and perpetuall aſſuraunce of 
theim . Let vs pzate to God, (the onely aucthoꝛ 
of thele heauenly meditacions) that we mate 
ſpeake, thynke, beleue, liue, and depart henſe, ac⸗ 
coꝛdyng to the wholſome doctrine, and verities 
of them. And by that meanes, in this wozlde we 
ſhall haue Gods pꝛoteccion, fauoz , and grace, 
with the vnlpeakable ſolace of peace, and quiet⸗ 
neſſe of conſcience: And after this miſerable life, 
we ſhall enioye the endleſſe bliſſe and glozie of 
heauen, whiche, he graunt vs all, that died 
foz vs all, Jelus Chziſte, to whom, 
with the father, and holy gholk, 
bee all honoz and glone, 
bothe nowe and e⸗ 
yerlaſtpngly, 
» AMEN, 


2d ve 


CAn Homelie of the milerie of all 

_.. - mankpynd, and ot his condempnacion 

to deathe euerlaſtyng, by his | 
ede Waite (ion . et 1 te 


pe holy ghoſt, in wzityng the 

holy ſcripture, is in nothyng 

monꝛe diligente, then topulle 
doune mannes vainglozte, # 


ze, wee reade in many places 
of cripfure, many notable leſſons againſte this 
old rootted vice, to teach vs the moſte commen⸗ 
dable vertue of humilitte; how to know our ſel⸗ 
kes, and to remembze, what we be of dur ſeltes. 
Ju the boke of Geneſis, almighite God geueth 
vs all, a title and name in our greate graunde⸗ 
father Adã, whiche ought to admoniſhe vs all, 
to conlidze what we be, whereof we be;fro whece 
we came and whether we ſhall, ſatyng thus: In Gere. iii. 
the ſweate of thy face, ſhalt thou eate thy bzead, 
till thou be turned again into the grounde: fox 
out of it waſte thou taken, in aſmuche as thou 
art duſte, and into duſte ſhalt thou be turned a⸗ 
gain. Bere( as it were in a glaſſe) we mate learne 
to knowe our ſelfes, to be, but grounde, yearth, 
and aſthes , and that to yearthe and alſhes, wee 
hall returne. . 
ALS O, the holy Patriarcke Jbzaham.dtd 
B. lij. wel 


117,30 11:2): Dfmilerit; 1: 1 
well vemembze this name and title, duſt, yearth, 
and alſhes a ppoynted and aſſigned by God to 
all mankynd: and therſoꝛe he calleth hymſelf by 
that name, whẽ he maketh his earneſt pꝛaier foz 

Iudi th. iii. Sodoie and Gomoꝛe a And we reade that Ju⸗ 


and. ix. 
Tob.xlit. 
Hie.vixxv 


dith Heſter, Job, Hietemie, with other holy men 
and women i mthe old Teſtament, did vſe ſacke 
cloth und to taſttduſt and alſhes vpõ their hed⸗ 
des, when ther dewalled their ſpnfull liuyng. 

Thei called and cried to GOD fox helpe, and 
mercie; with ſucho n. Ceremonie of ſacke clothe, 

duſte and aſſhes that therby thei might declare 

to the whole woꝛlde, what an humble and lowe⸗ 

ly eſtimacion thei had of theimſelfes, and howe 

well thetcemembeed their name and title afoze= 

laied their vibe, coꝛrupte; frayle nature duſte, 

Sapi. vii. pearth;and:althes'i The boke of Wiledom alſo, 
willyng to pull doune our pꝛoude ſtomackes, 

moueth ps diligentely to xenembꝛe aur moztall 

and pearthely.gencracion, whiche we haue all of 

hy chat was firſte made: And that all men, al 

well kynges as ſubiectes, come tuto this wozld; 

and go out of thelame in like ſoꝛte, that is, as of 

our ſelles, full: miſerabile as we maie datly ſre. 

And almightie GOD conmaunded his Pꝛo⸗ 

Efaie. xl. phet Eſaie, to make a Nꝛoclamacion, and crie to 
the whole woꝛlde: and Efate aſkyng, what ſhall 
J crie The Lo2de aunſwered:crie that al fleſhe 
ts graſſe, and that all the gloꝛte ot man thereof, 
is but as the floure of the felde : when the graſſe 
is withered , thefloure-falleth awaie, when the 
wynde 
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Ok miſerie. 
wynde ofthe Lozde bloweth vpon it. The peo- 
ple ſurely is graſſe, the whiche dꝛieth vp and the 


floure fadeth awate. And the holy Pꝛophet Job 


hauyng in hymlelf greate experience, at the mi⸗ 
ſerable and ſynkull eſtate ot man, doth open the⸗ 


ſame to the woꝛlde, in theſe woozdes: man (laith Lob. xiiii. 


he) that is boꝛne ot a woman, liuyng but a ſhozt 
tyme, is full of mamtolde miſeries, he ſpꝛyngeth 
vp like a floure, and kadety again, vanilhyng a- 
waie, as it wer a ſhadow, and neuer continueth 
in one ſtate. And doeſt thou Judge it meete, (O 
Loꝛde) to open thyne tyes vpon ſuche a one, and 
to bꝛyng him to iudgement with ther Who can 
make hym cleane, that is conceiued of an vn- 
cleane ſeede : And all men of their euilneſſe and 
naturall pꝛoneſſe, were fo vniuerſally geuen to 


ſynne, that( as the ſcripture ſaieth) God repented Gene. v. vi. 


that euer he made man. And by ſynne, his indi⸗ 
gnacton was lo muche pzouoked againſt the 
wozld.that he dꝛouned all the wozld with Moes 
flood (except Noe hymſelf.xhts litle houſhold.) 
It is not without great cauſe that the ſcripture 
of God, doeth lo many tyines call al men here in 
this wozlde, by this wooꝛde: yearthe. O thou 


peàrth pearth earth, ſaieth Yieremie theare the Hie. xxiii. 


wooꝛde of the Loꝛde. This, our right name, vo⸗ 
cacion, and title vearth earth, yearth pꝛonoun⸗ 
ced by the pꝛophet ſheweth what we be in deede 
by whatſoeuer other ſtile, title, oꝛ dignitie, men 
do cal vs. Thus he plainlp named vs, who kno 
weth beſt, bothe what we be, and what we ougyt 
0 


Roma. iii. 


Roma. xi. 


Gala. iii. 


Ephe.ii. 


Pro. xxiiii. 


Luke.i. 


Ok miſerie. 

ok right to be called. And thus he deſcribeth vs, 
ſpeakyng by his faithful Apoſtle ſainct Paule: 
all men, Jewes, and Gentiles, are vnder ſynne, 
there is none righteous, no, not one:ther is none 
that vnderſtandeth, there is none that ſeketh af- 
tet GO D, thei are all gone out of the waie, thei 
are all vnp2offitable , there is none that dooth 
good, no, not one : their thzote is an open ſepul⸗ 
chꝛe, with their toungues thet haue vled crafte 
and deceipte, the poyſon of Serpentes is vn- 
der their lippes their mouthe is tul of curſſpng, 
and bitternes, their fete ate [wifte to ſhed bloud, 
deſtruccion and wzetchednes are in their waies, 
and the way of peace, haue thei not knowe.there 
is no feare of God befoze their ives. And in ano⸗ 
ther place, ſainct Paule wziteth thus: God hath 
w2apped all nacions in vnbeltef, that he might 
haue mercie og all. The ſcripture concludeth all 
vnder ſynne that the pꝛomes by the faith of Je⸗ 
ſus Chulte.lhould be geuen vnto them that be- 
leue.Sainct Paule in many places painteth vs 
out in oure colours, callyng vs the childzen of 
the wzathe of God, when we be bozne:latyng al⸗ 
ſo, that we cannot thinke a good thought of our 
ſelfes, muche lefle we can [ate well, oz do well of 
our ſ[elfes . And the AVileman laieth in the boke 
of Pꝛouerbes:the iuſte man falleth ſeuen tymes 
a daie. The moſte tried and appꝛoued man Job, 
feared al his wozkes.Dainct Jhon the Baptiſt 
beyng ſanctifred in his mothers wombe, and 
pꝛaiſed befoze he was bozne, called an » 

an 
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and greate beloꝛc the Loꝛde, repleniſhed euen 

from his birth with the holy ghoſt, the pzeparer 

of the wate or our lauioꝛ Chʒiſte, and commen⸗ 

ded of our ſauioꝛ Chzilt, to be moze then a Pꝛo⸗ 

phete , and the greateſt that euer was bozne of a 

woman: vet he plainly graunteth, that he had 

nede to be waſhed of Chute, he wozthely extol⸗ 

leth and glozifteth his lozde and Maſter Chꝛiſt 

and humbleth hymlelf , as vnwozthy to vnbuc⸗ 

kle his ſhooes, and geueth all honoz and glozie 

to GO D. So doth lainct Paule, bothe oft and 
euidently conteſſe hymlelt, what he was of hym⸗ 

ſelf,cuer geuyng (as a moſte faithtull ſeruaunt) 

all pꝛaiſe to his Maſter and ſauioꝛ. So dooth 

bleſſed lainct Jhon the Euangeliſt, in the name 
ofhymſelf, and of all other holy men, be thei ne: 
uer fo tuſt, make this open confeſſton:if we ſaie, i Ihõ.i.et. i 
we haue no ſynne, we deceiue our ſelkes, and the 

truth is not in vs: It we knowledge our ſpnnes 

God is faithfull and iuſt, to fozgeue vs our ſin⸗ 

nes, and to clenſe vs from all vnrighteouſnes:if 

we lay, we haue not ſynned, we make hym a liar, 

and his wozde is not in vs. Wherkoꝛe the wilc= 

man, in the boke called eccleſiaſtes, maketh this 

true and general confeſſton:there is not one tuft Fccle.vii. 
man vpon the yearthe, that doth good, and lyn⸗ 

neth not. And laincte Dauid is aſhamed of his Pal. li. 
ſynne, but not to cofeſle his ſynne. Bow okt how 
carneſtly,and lamentably dooth he deſire Gods 

greate mercie, foz his greate offences, and that 

God ſhould not entre into iudgement with him. 


C.. And 
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And again, howe well weigheth this holy man 
his ſynnes, when he cofeſſeth, that thei be ſo ma⸗ 
ny in nombꝛe and lo hidde, and harde to vnder⸗ 
ſtande, that it is in maner vnpoſſible, to knowe, 
Pſalm,xix, Vttet, oʒ nombze them. Wheretoꝛe, he hauyng a 
true, earneſt, and depe contemplacion and conli- 
deracion ot his ſynnes, and pet not commyng to 
the botome of theim, he maketh ſupplicacton to 
God, to to2geue hym, his pꝛiuie, ſecrete hid ſyn⸗ 
nes: To the knowledge of the whiche, he cannot 
attein vnto. He weigheth rightly his lynnes, krõ 
the o21ginall roote, and ſpꝛyng hed , percetuyng 
inclinacions pꝛouocacions, ſtirrynges, ſtingyn⸗ 
ges, buddes. bzaunches, dꝛegges, infeccions, ta⸗ 
ſtes, felynges, and lentes of theim, to continue in 
hym ſtill. Wherkoꝛe he ſaith marke and behold, 
J was concetued in ſynnes: He laieth not ſynne, 
but in the plurall nombze ſinnes koꝛalmuche, as 

out ot one(as fountain) ſpꝛyngeth all the reſt. 
AN out ſàuioꝛ Chult ſaieth:there is none 
good but God, and that we can do nothing that 
is good, without hym, noꝛ no man can come to 
the father but by hym. He commaundeth vs all 
Luke. xvii. to ſàaie, that we be vnp2ofitable ſeruauntes, whe 
Luke. xviii we Haue doen all that we can doo. He pzeferreth 
the penitent Pyblicane,befoze the pꝛoude holy, 
Math. ix. and glouous Phariſey. He calleth himſelf a phi 
ſicion, but not to them that be whole, but to thein 
that be ſicke and haue nede ok his ſalue, foztheit 
ſoʒe. He teacheth vs in our pzaters , to reknow⸗ 
ledge our ſelfes ſynners, and to alke 3 

an 
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Of milerie. 
and deliueraunce from all euilles, at our heauẽ⸗ 
ly fathers hande. He declareth that the ſinnes of | 
our awne hartes, doo deftle our awne ſelfes . He Matth. xi!, 
teacheth that an euill wooꝛde oz thought, deſer- 
ueth condempnacion, affirmyng,that we ſhall 
geue an accompt,foz euery idle woꝛde. He laith, Matth. xv. 
he came not to laue, but the ſhepe that were vt- 
terly loſte, and caſt a waie. Therfoze, ewe of the 
pꝛoude, iuſte, learned, wiſe, perfecte, and holy 
Phariſeis, wer ſaucd by hym, becauſe thei iuſti⸗ 
fied themlelfes,by their counterfeit holineſſe be⸗ 
foze men. Wherefkoze (good people) lette vs be⸗ 
ware of luche Yypocrtly, vaingloꝛy, and iuſtiti⸗ 
yng of our ſelfes. Let vs loke vpon our fete, and 
then , doune Pecockes fethers, doune pꝛoude 
harte, doune vile claye, fraile and buitle veſſels. 
Ok our lelfes, we be crabbe trees, that can bzyng 
furthe no apples. We be of our ſelkes, of ſuche 
yearth,as can bꝛyng furthe,but weedes nettles, 
bzables.buers,cocle and darnell. Our frutctes - 
be declared in the. v. Chapiter, to the Galathi- Gala. v. 
ans. We haue neither Faithe, Charitie, Hope, 
Pacience, Chaſtitie, noʒ any thing cls that good 
is, but of GO D: And therkoꝛe, theſe vertues be 
called there, the fruictes of the holy ghoſte, and 
not the kruictes of man. Lette vs therefoꝛe, ac⸗ 
knoweledge our lelfes befoze God, (as we be in 
deede) miſerable and wzetched ſpnners . And let 
vs earneſtly repent, and humble our ſelfes har⸗ 
tely, and crie to God foꝛ mercie. Let vs all con- 
teſſe with mouthe and harte, that we be full of 


C. ij. imperkec⸗ 


Luke. v. 
Pſalm.cvi. 


Luke. xv. 
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imperkeccions. Let vs knowe our awne wozkes 
of what tmperfeccion thei be, and then we ſhall 
not ſtade fooliſhly, and arrogantly.in our awne 
conceiptes.noz chalenge any part of iuſtificaci⸗ 
on, by our merites 02 woozkes.Foz truely. there 
be imperkeccions in our beſt wozkes: we do not 
loue God, ſo muche as we are bound to do, with 
all our harte mynde, and power: we do not feare 
GO D, ſo muche as we ought to doo: we do not 
p2ate to God, but with greate and many imper⸗ 
keccions:we geue, foꝛgeue, beleue, liue, and hope 
vnperfkectly:we ſpeake, thinke, and do vnperkec⸗ 
tely: we fight againſt the deuill, the wozlde, and 
the fleſhe,vnpertectely. Let vs therekoꝛe, not be 
aſhamed to confeſſe plainly , our ſtate of imper⸗ 
keccion: yea.lctte vs not be aſhamed. to conkeſſe 
imperkeccion, euen in all our awne beſt wozkes, 
Let none of vs be aſhamed. to ſaie with holy. S 
Peter: am a ſyntull man. Let vs all fate with 
the holy Pꝛophete Dauid: we haue ſpnned with 
our fathers, we haue doen amiſſe, and dealt wic⸗ 
kedly. Let vs all make open confeſſion, with the 
Pꝛodigall ſonne, to our father, and ſaie with 
hym : we haue ſynned againſt heauen, and be- 
fo2e thee (O father) we are not wozthy to be cal⸗ 
led thy ſonnes. Let vs al ſaie with holy Baruch 
O Loꝛde our God, to vs is woꝛthely aſcribed 
ſhame and contuſion, and to thee, righteouſnes: 
We haue ſpnned , we haue doen wickedly , we 
hauc behaued our ſelfes vngodly, in al thy righ⸗ 
teoulnes.Let vs all ſaie with the holy Prophere 

DE: Dantell: 
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Daniell: © Lozde, righteoulneſſe belongeth to Daniel, i. 
thee, vnto vs belongeth cofulton. We haue ſyn⸗ 
ned, we haue been naughtie, we haue offended, 
we haue fledde from thee , we haue gone backe 
from al thy pꝛeceptes and iudgementes. So we 
learne of al good men in holy ſcripture, to hum⸗ 
ble our felfes:and to exalte, extoll, pꝛaile, magni⸗ 
fie, and glozifie God. 

1 H Vs we haue heard, how euill we be of 
our ſelfes, how, ot our ſelfes, and by our ſelfes, 
we haue no goodneſſe, helpe, noz laluacion, but 
contrariwiſe, ſynne, dampnacion, and death euer 
laſtyng:whiche ik we depely weigh and conlider 
we ſhall the better vnderſtande, the greate mer⸗ 
cie of GO D, and how our ſaluacton commeth 
onely by Chꝛiſte. Foz in our ſelfes(as of our ſel⸗ ii.Cori.iii. 
kes) we finde nothyng, whereby we maie be deli⸗ 
uered fro this milerable captiuitie, into the whi⸗ 
che we wer caſte, thꝛough the enuie of the deuill, 
by tranſgreſſyng of Gods commaundement, in 
our firſte parent Adam. We are all become vn- Pfalm. I. 
cleane, but we all are not able to clẽſe our lelfes, 
no2 to make one another of vs cleane. We ate Ephe.ii. 
by nature, the childzen of Gods w2athe , but we 
are not able, to make our ſelfes the childzen,and 
inheritoꝛs of Gods glozie. We are ſheepe that i. pet.ii. 
ronne aſtraie, but we cannot of our awne power 
come again to the ſhepekold, ſo great is our im- 
perteccton and weakenes. In our ſelfes therfoze 
inate not we glozie, whiche (of our ſelfes are no- 
thyng but lyntkull: Neither we mate reiople, in 

Cillſ. ans 
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any wooꝛkes that we do, whiche all be ſo vnper⸗ 

fect and vnpure.that thei are not able to ſtande, 

| befoze the righteous thzone of God, as the holy 

Pfal. exlij, Pꝛophet Dautd ſaieth:entre not into tudgemet 
with thy ſeruaunt, O Lozde.foz2 no man that li- 

ueth, ſhalbe founde righteous in thy ſight. To 

God therfoze , muſt we flee,oz cls ſhall we neuer 

finde peace,reſte and quietneſſe of conſcience , in 

ii. Cor. i. our hartes. Foz he is the father ot mercies, and 
GO D of all conſolacion. He ts the Lozde, with 

Pſal. cxxx. whom is plenteous redempcion. He is the God, 
whiche of his awne mercie laueth vs and ſetteth 

out his charitie and exceadyng loue toward vs, 

in that of his awne voluntary goodnes, whẽ we 

wer periſhed, he laued vs, and pꝛouided an euer 

laſtyng kyngdom foz vs. And al thele heauenly 
treaſures, are geuen vs, not foꝛ our awne deler⸗ 

tes, merites, oꝛ good deedes ( whiche of our ſel⸗ 

fes, we haue none) but of his meere mercie rely. 

And fo2 whoſe ſake! Truely, foʒ Jeſus Chuſtes 

ſake, that pure add vndefiled lambe of God. He 

is that dearly beloued lãne, foꝛ whole ſake, God 

is kully pactfied , ſatiſfted , and ſette at one with 
Ihon.i. man. He is the lambe of GOD , whiche taketh 
awate the lynnes of the wozlde : of whom onelp, 

it mate be truely ſpoken, that he did all thynges 

i. Petri. ii. well, and in his mouthe was found no craft noz 
Ihon. xiiii. ſubtiltie. None, but he alone, may ſaie, the pꝛince 
of the woꝛlde came, and in me he hath nothyng. 

Ihon. viii. And he alone mate fate allo: whiche of vou ſhall 
repꝛoue me of any faulte : He is that High and 
euerlaſtyng 
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euerlaſtyng pꝛieſte, whiche hath offered hymfelf Hebre. vii. 

once foꝛ all, vpon the aulter of the Croſſe, with 

that one oblacion, hath made perkecte foz euer⸗ 

moꝛe, theim that are ſanctified. He is the alone : inon.ii. 

medtatoz,betwene God and man, whiche paied 

our raũſom to God, with his awne bloud,xwith 

that hath he clenſed vs all irom lynne. He is the 

Phiſicion, whiche healeth all our diſeaſes. He is Match. i. 

that ſauioꝛ, whiche laticth his people from all 

their ſinnes. To be thozt,he is that flo wyng, aud on; 

moſte plenteous fountain ot whole fulneſſe all!. 

we haue receiued. Fo2 in hym alone, are all the 

treaſures of the wiledo, and knowledge of God 

hidden. And in hym, and by hym, haue we from 

GO D the father, all good thynges, perteinyng 

either to the body, oꝛ to the ſoule. O how muche 

are we bounde, to this dur heauenly father , foz 

his greate mercies, whiche he hath lo plenteoul⸗ 

ly declared vnto vs, in Chziſte Jeſu our Lozde 

and ſauioꝛ: What thakes woꝛthy and ſufficicnt 

can we geue to hym! Let vs all with one accoꝛzd, 

burſt out with ioyful voyces, euer pꝛaiſyng and 

magnetfipng this Lozde of mercie, toꝛ his tendꝛe 

kyndeneſſe ſhewed to vs, in his derely beloued 

ſonne, Jeſus Chꝛiſte our Loꝛde. 

HETHERTO haue we heard, what we are 

of our (el fes: verely,ſpnfull, wzetched, and dam⸗ 

pnable. Again we haue hearde,howe that of our 

ſelies,and by our ſelfes, we are not able either to 

thynke a good thought, oꝛ wozke a good deede, 

lo that we can finde in our ſelfes, no hope of lal⸗ 
uyacion, 


Oze.xiii. 
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uacton,but rather whatloeuer maketh vnto our 
deſtruccion. Again we haue hearde, the tender 
kyndeneſſe and greate mercie of God the father 
towarde vs, and how benekiciall he is to vs, fox 
Chziſtes ſake , without our merites oz deicrtes, 
euen ot his awne meere mercte and tendze good⸗ 
nes. Now, how thele exceadyng greate mercies 
of God, ſet abzode in Chꝛiſte Jelu foz vs, be ob⸗ 
teined, and how we be deliuered from the capti⸗ 
uitie of ſpnne , deathe, and helle, it ſhall moze at 
large(with Gods helpe.)be declared in the nexte 
Homelie. In the meane leaſon,yea,and at all ty- 
mes let vs learne to knowe our ſelfes, our frail- 
tie and weakeneſle , without any oſtentacton, oꝛ 
boſtyng of our awne good deedes, and merites. 
Let vs alſo knowledge, the exceadyng mercie of 
God toward vs, and con keſſe, that, as of our ſel⸗ 
kes, commeth all euill and dampnacton ſo like⸗ 
wile, of hym commeth al goodnes and ſaluacts, 
as God hymlelf laieth, by the Pzophete Oze: O 
Jlracll, thy deſtruccion commeth of thy ſelt, but 
in me only, is thy helpe and comkoꝛt. It we thus 
humbly ſubmit our ſeltes in the light of God, 
we mate be ſure, that in the tyme ok his vilitaci⸗ 
on, he will lift vs vp vnto the kyngdom of 
his derely beloued ſonne, Chziſt Jelu 
our Lozde: To whom with the 
father and the holy gholt, 
be all honoure, and 
glozte fox euer. 
AMEN, 


"C An Homelite of the Salua- 
cion ot mãkynd, from ſpnne and 


death euerlaſtyng, by only 
Chriſte our lauioz, 


Ecauſe all men be ſpnners, 

75 | and offcders againſt God, 
and bzeakers of his lawe 
a and cõmaundementes, ther 
Nfonꝛe can noma by his awne 
âL actes, woozkes, and deedes 


5 (eme thei neuer lo good) be 
: luiulſtikied, and made righte⸗ 

but cuery man of neceſſitie is 

conſtrained to ſeke foz another righteoulnes, oz 
iuſtiticacion, to be receiued at Gods awne han⸗ 
des, that is to ſaie the rcemiſſion pardon, and foz 
geueneſſe ol his ſynnes and treſpaſſes, in ſuche 
thynges as he hath offended . And this iuſtiti⸗ 
cacion oz righteouſneſſe whiche we lo recetue by 
gods mercy, and Chꝛiſtes merites,embzaced by 
kaith, is taken, accepted, and alowed of God, foz 
our perfect and full iuſtificacion. Foz the moze 
full vnderſtandyng hereof, it is our pattes and 
duetie, euer to remember the greate mercie of 
God, how that (al the wozlde beyng w2apped in 
ſynne, by bzeakyng of the la we) GO D lent his 
onely ſonne, our lauioꝛ Chuilt into this wozlde, 
to fulfill the lawe foz vs: and by ſhedyng of his 
moſte pꝛecious bloudde.to make a ſacrifice and 
ſatiſfaccton.o2(as it mate be called)amendes.to 
his kather foꝛ our ſpnnes.to —_ his . 

j. an 


The efficacic 
of Thzpſtes 
Paſſion and 
Oblacion. 
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Roma. viii. 
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and indignacion, conceiued againſt vs. toꝛ the- 
ſame. In ſomuche that intantes, beyng baptiled 
and diyng in their inkancie, are by this lacritice, 
walthed trom their ſinnes, bꝛought to Gods ka⸗ 
uo and made his child2e, and inheritozs of his 
kyngdome of heauen. And thei whiche actually 
do ſynne after their baptiline, when thei conuert 
and turne again to GOD vnkainedly, thei are 
likewile walſhed by this ſacrifice from their ſyn 
nes, in ſuche lozte , that there remaineth not any 
ſpot of ſpnne, that ſhalbe imputed to their dam⸗ 
pnacton . This is that tuitificacton , oz righte⸗ 
oulneſle, whiche lainct Paule ſpeaketh of, when 
he ſaieth: Mo man is iuſtitied, by the wozkes of 
the lawe.but frely by faith in Jelus Chꝛiſt. And 
again he ſaieth: we beleue in Chulte Jelu, that 
we be tuſkified frely,by the faithe of Chꝛiſt, and 
not by the wooꝛkes of the lawe, becauſe that no 
man ſhalbe tultifred, by the wozkes of the lawe. 
And although this iuſtificacion, be fre vnto vs, 
vet it commeth not lo frely vnto vs, that there is 
no raunſom pated therfoze at all. But here maie 
mannes reaſon be aſtonied reaſonyng after this 
faſſhion: It a raunſome be pated fo2 our redem⸗ 
pcion, then it is not geuen vs frely: Foz a pailo= 
ner that pateth his raunſome, is not let go trely, 
fot it he go freely, then he goeth without raun⸗ 


ſlome:koꝛ what is it els to go freely, then to be let 


In auncwer. 


at libertie, without payment of raunſome. 

THIS reaſon is ſatiffted by the greate wiſe- 
dome of God, in this miſterie of cur redemp 905 
| who 
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who hath ſo tempered his iuſtice and mercie to- 
gether, that he would neither, by his iuſtice con⸗ 
dempne vs, vnto the perpetuall captiuitie of the 
deuill, and his pzilon of hell, remediles foz euer, 
without mercy:noꝛ by his mercy, deltuer vs cle⸗ 
erly, without iuſtice, oz paiment ofa iuſte raun⸗ 
ſome:but with his endleſſe mercie, he ioyned his 
moſte vpꝛight and equal iuſtice. is great mer- 
cie is ſhewed vnto vs, in deliueryng vs fro our 
fozmer captiuitie, without requiryng of any 
raunſome to be pated , oz amendes to be made, 
vpon our partes: whiche thyng, by vs had been 
impoſſible to be doen . And whereas it late not 
in vs that to do, he pꝛouided a raunſome fox vs, 
that was, the moſte pꝛecious body and bloud of 
his awne moſte dere and beſt beloued ſonne Je⸗ 
ſu Chuit. Who belides his raũſom, fulfilled the 
la we foz vs pertectly. And lo the iuſtice of God, 
and his mercie did embzace together and fulfil- 
led the miſterie of our redempcton . And of this 
iuſtice and mercy of God knit together, ſpeketh 
faincte Paule, in the thirde Chapiter to the Ro- 
mayns:All haue offended,and haue neede of the 
glozy of God, iuſtitied frely by his grace, by re⸗ 
dempcion, whiche is in Jelu Chult, whom God 
hath let furthe to vs, koꝛ a reconciler, and peace 
maker, thꝛough faith in his bloud, to ſhewe his 


Roma. iii. 


righteouſnes. And in the. x. Chapiter:Chꝛʒiſte is Romo. x. 


the ende of the lawe, vnto righteoulnes, to cuery 


man that beleueth . And in the. viii. Chapiter: Rom. viii. 


That whiche was impoſſible by the lawe , in as 
D. ij. muche 


The thinges 


muſt go toge⸗ 


her in oure 


tnſtificacion . 
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muche as it was weake by the fleſhe , God ſen⸗ 
dyng his awne ſonne, in the ſimilitude of ſinkull 
lleſhe, by ſynne, dampned lynne in the fleſhe, that 
the righteoulneſſe of the la we, might be fulfilled 
in vs, whiche walke not after the fleſhe, but af- 
ter the lpirite. 

N theſe fozſatd places, the Apoſtle toucheth 
ſpectally thzee thynges , whiche muſte concurre 
and go together in our iuſtiticaciõ. Upon God⸗ 
des part, his great mercy and grace: vpon Chat- 
ſtes parte, iuſtice that is, the ſatiſtacciõ of Gods 


iuſtice, oʒ the pꝛice of our redempcton, by the of- 


feryng of his body, and ſhedyng of his bloude, 
with tulfillpng of the lawe, perfectly a thzough- 
Iy:and vpon our parte, true and liuely faithe, in 
the merites of Jelu Chꝛiſt, whiche yet is not ou⸗ 
res, but by Gods woozkyng in vs. So that in 
our iuſtificacion, is not onely Gods mercie and 
grace, but alſo his iuſtice, whiche the Apoſtle 
calleth the iuſtice of GOD , and it conſiſteth in 
paiyng our raunſom, and fulfillpng of the law: 


and ſo the grace ot᷑ God, doth not exclude the iu⸗ 


ſtice of God, in our iuſtiticacion, but onely ex⸗ 
cludeth the iuſtice of man, that is to ſaie the iu⸗ 
ſtice of our woozkes, as to be merites of deſer⸗ 
uyng our iuſtificacion. And therkoze. S. Paule 
declareth here nothyng, vpon the behalk of man, 
concernyng his tuſtificacton, but onely a true 
and liuely faithe, whiche neuertheles is the gift 
of God, and not mannes onely wooꝛke without 
God. And yet that faith, doth not exclude repen⸗ 
taunce, 
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taunce, hope, loue, dꝛeade, and the feare of God, Howeit ts to 
at Faith iu: 


ſtiiied: But it excludeth theim from the office of aifieth,with- 
iuſtifipng.Do that although thei be all pzeſent 2900s: 


to be ioyned with faith, in euery man that is iu- i 


together in hym that is iuſtitied, yet thet tuſtifte 
not all together. Noz that faithe alſo, dooth not 
exclude the iuitice of our good wodzkes,neceſla- 
rily to be doen afterwarde of duette , towardes 
God(foz we are moſte bounden to lerue GOD, 
in doyng good deedes, commaunded by hym in 
his holy ſcripture, all the dates of our life.) But 
it excludeth theun. lo that we mate not do theim, 
to this intent to be made good, by doyng of the. 
Foz all the good wozkes that we can do, be vn⸗ 
pertecte, and thertoze not able to delerue our iu⸗ 
ſtiticacion. But our iuſtiticaciõ doth come fre- 
ly, by the meere mercie of God, and of fo greate 
and fre mercie, that whereas all the wozlde was 
not able of their ſelfes, to pate any parte towar⸗ 
des their raunlome , it pleaſed our heauenly fa- 
ther, of His infinite mercie. without any our de⸗ 
ſerte , o2 deſcrupng , to pzepare foz vs the moſte 
p2ectous iewelles of Chꝛiſtes body and bloude, 
wherby our raunſome might be fully paied, the 
lawe fulfilled,and his iuſtice fully ſatiſfied. So 
that Chꝛiſt is now the righteouſnes ok all them, 
that truely do beleue in hym. He koz theim pated 
their raunſome by his death. He foz them kulkil⸗ 
led the law in his life. So that now, in hym, and 
by hym euery true chziſtian man map be called, 
a fulfiller of the lawe, toꝛaſmuche as that, whi⸗ 
Di tij. che 


Gala. iii. 


Ephe.ii. 


Actes. x. 


Faithe oncly AND Latins . Of whom E 
tuſtificth, is 
the doctrine ot 
old docozs. 
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che their inkirmitie lacketh, chꝛziſtes iuſtice hath 


ſupplied. Befoze was declared at large, that no 


man can be iuſtikied by his awne good wozkes, 
becauſe that no man fulfilleth the lawe , accoꝛ⸗ 
dyng to the full requeſt of the lawe. And ſaincte 
Paule, in his Epiſtle to the Galathias.pzoucth 
theſame, ſaiyng thus: It there had been any law 
geuen, whiche could haue tuſtifted, vercly.righ- 
teouſneſſe ſhould haue been by the lawe. And a- 
gain he ſaieth: If righteouſneſſe be by the lawe, 
then Chzilte died in vain . And again he laieth: 
you that are tuſtified in the lawe, are fallen a- 
wate from grace. And furthermoze;he waiteth to 
the Epheſians, on this wile:By grace are ye ſa⸗ 
ued though faith, and that not of our ſelfes:foz 
it is the gift of God, and not of wozkes, leſt any 
man ſhould glozte.And to be ſhoꝛte, the ſũme of 
all Paules diſputacion.ts this: that if Jultice 
come of wooꝛkes, then it commeth not of grace: 
and if it come of grace, then it commeth not of 
wooꝛkes. And to this ende, tendeth all the Pꝛo⸗ 
phetes, as ſainct Peter ſaieth, in the. x. ot the Ac⸗ 
tes: Of Chꝛiſte all the Pzophetes(fateth ſaincte 
Peter) do witnes, that through his name al thei 
that beleue in hym ſhall receiue the remiſſion of 
ſynnes. And after this wiſe to be iuſtified, onely 
by this true and liuely faith in Chꝛiſt, ſpeaketh 
al the old and auncient ancthozs, bothe Grekes 
will ſpecially reherſe 
thꝛe: Hillary, Balill, and Ambꝛole. Dainct Hil- 
lary ſaieth theſe wooꝛdes plainly , in the. ix. Ca⸗ 

| non. 
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non, vpon Yatthewe : Faithe onely iuſtifieth. 
And. S. Balill, a Greke aucthoz wziteth thus: 
This is a pertect æ an whole glozipng in Gov. 
when a man doth not boſt hymſelt, roz his awne 
iuſtice but knoweth hymlelt certainly, to be vn⸗ 
woꝛthy of true iuſtice, but to be iuſtitied, by one 
ly taith in Chꝛiſt. This is a perfect and a whole 
reioyſyng in God, when a man auaunceth not 
hymlelk, toz his awne righteouſnes, but knowe- 
ledgeth hymlelk, to lacke true iuſtice and righte⸗ 
ouſnes, and to be iuſtitfied by the onely faithe in 


Chꝛiſte: And Paule (ſateth he) doth gloꝛy in the Philip. ii. 


contempt of his awne righteouſnes, and that he 
loketh fo2 his righteouſnes of God, by fatthe: 
thele bee the verie woozdes of ſaincte Balill , 
And lainct Ambzoſe , a Latyn aucthoz ſaieth 
thele wooꝛdes: This is the oꝛdinaunce of God, 
that he, whiche beleueth in Chꝛiſt, ſhould be ſa- 
ued, without wooꝛkes, by faithe onely, freely rc- 
ceiuyng remiſſion ok his ſynnes . Conſider dili⸗ 
gently thele wozdes: without wooꝛkes by faithe 
onely, fteely, we recetue remiſſion of our ſynne. 
What can be ſpoken moze plainly, then to fate: 
that freely, without woozkes,by faithe onely, we 
obtein remiſſion of our ſynnes! Thele and other 
like ſentences, that we be iuſtified by faithe one⸗ 
lv, freely, and without wooꝛkes, we do reade oft-= 
tymes in the moſte beſt and auncient wziters, 
As beſide Hillarie, Baſill, and ſainct Ambzole, 
befoze reherled: we read theſame in Ozigene S 
Chꝛiloſtome, ſaincte Cypziane, ſainct Aguſipne, 
EE Pꝛoſper, 


Ok ſaluacion. 


Pꝛoſper, Oecomenius, Phocius, Barnatdus, 
Anſelme, and many other aucthoꝛs, Greke and 
latine.Neuertheles.thts ſentence: that we be iu⸗ 
ſtified by 7aith onely: is not ſo meant of the, that 
theſated tuſtifiyng faithe is alone in man, with- 


. out true repentaunce, hope, charitie, dzead and 


hog alone 
ow it ig totr 
vnderſtande. 


teare of God, at any tyme oz ceaſon. Noꝛ when 
thei ſay;thatwe be tultifted frely:thet meane not 
that we ſhould oz might afterwarde be idle, and 
that nothyng ſhould be required on our partes 
atterward. Meither thet meane not lo to be iulii⸗ 
fied, without our good woozkes, that we ſhould 
do no good woozkes at all, like as ſhalbe moze 
expelled at large hereafter.But this pzopoltcto 
that we be tuſtified by faithe onelp , freely , and 
without woozkes:is ſpoken, foz to take awate 
clerely al merite of our wozkes, as beyng inſuffi 
cent, to deſerue our iuſtificacion at Gods han⸗ 
des, and thereby moſte plainly to expzeſſe the 
weakeneſſe of man, and the goodnes of God the 
great infirmitte of our lelfes, and the might and 
power of GOD, the imperfectnes of our awne 
wozkes, and the moſte abundaunt grace of our 
ſauioꝛ Chʒiſte. And thereby wholy foz to aſcribe 
the merite and deſeruyng of our tuſtificacion, 
vnto Chꝛiſt only, and his moſte pꝛecious bloud 
ſheding. This faith the holy ſcripture teacheth: 
this is the ſtrong rocke and koundacion of chꝛi⸗ 


Che pꝛokit ot ſtiàn religiõ:this doctrine, all old and auncient 


the doctrine ok 
faithe onelp 
luſtificth, 


aucthozs of Chultes churche do appzoue : this 
docttine,aduaunceth and letteth furthe the ne 
giozy 
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Of ſaluacion. 
glozy of Chꝛiſte, and ſuppteſleth the vain glozy 


of man: This, whoſoeuer denieth, is not to be re- Anna thet ie 


puted fo2 a true chziſttan man, not fox a ſetter the warine of 


furth of Chꝛiſtes glozy,but foz an aduerſarie of geh. ®* 
Chuiſt and his Golpell, and foꝛ a ſetter furth of 
mennes vainglozy. And although this doctrine 
be neuer ſo true, (as it is moſte true in dede)that 
we be iuſtified freely, without all merite of our 
awne good woozkes (as S. Paule doth expzeſſe 
it) and freely, by this liuely and perfect faithe in 
Chuſte onely, as the auncient aucthozs vleto 
ſpeke it:yet this true doctrinemult be allo true⸗ hs dor 
ly vnderſtande, and moſte plainly declared, leſt tryne : faitye 
carnall men ſhould take vniuſtly occaſion ther⸗ Piers: 
by, to liue carnally after the appetite and will of 
the woꝛlde, the flefHe,and the deutl. And becauſe 
no man ſhould crre , by miſtakyng of this doc- 
trine, I ſhall plainly and ſhoztely ſo declare the 
right vnderſtandyng of theſame, that no man 
(Hall tuſtly thinke, that he mate therby take any 
occaſion of carnall libertte,to folowe the deſires 
of þ fleſh,oz that therby, any kind of ſinne ſhalbe 
comitted,oz any vngodly liuyng the moꝛe vſed. 
FIRST, you ſhall vnderſtande, that in our 
iuſtiticacion by Chriſte. it is not all one thyng, 
the office of God vnto man, and the office of ma 
vnto god. Juſiificacion is not the office of man, 
but of God: Foz man cannot iuſtifie hymſelf,by 
his awne wooxkes, neither in parte noz in the 
whole, foz that were the greateſt arrogancie and 
pꝛelumpcion of man, that Antechziſt could erect 

E.]. againſt 
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God onelp. 


Ok laluacion. 
againſt GO D to affirme that a man might, by 


his awne woozkes, take awate and purge his 
Juſtification 
is the office of 


awne ſynnes, and ſo iuſtifie hymſelk. But iuſti⸗ 
ficacton, is the office of God onely, and is not a 
thyng, whiche we rendꝛe vnto hym, but whiche 
we receiue of hyin;; not whiche we geue to hym, 
but whiche we take of hym ,by his free mercie, 
and by the onely merites,of his moſte derely be- 
loued ſonne, our onely redcmer,ſautoz,and iuſti⸗ 
fier, Jeſus Chuſie:Do that the true vnderſtan⸗ 
dyng of this doctrine: We be tultified freely by 
faith, without woꝛkes:oꝛ that we be iuſtikied by 
faithc in Chuſt onely, is not, that this our awne 


© Acte to beleue in Chziſte, oz this our kaithe in 


Chulte, whiche is within vs, dooth iuſtifie vs, 
and merite our iuſtificacion vnto vs ( foꝛ that 
were to compte our ſeltes, to be iuſtitied by ſome 
act oz vertue, that is within our ſelfes ). But the 
true vnderſtandyng and meanyng thereof is, 
that although we heare Gods wooꝛde, and be⸗ 
leue it: although we haue faithe, hope, charitie, 
repentaunce, dꝛead, and feare of God within vs 
and do neuer lo many good wooꝛkes thereunto: 
pet we mult renounce the merite of all our ſaied 
vertues, ot faith, hope, charitie, and al our other 
vertues,and good dedes, whiche we either haue 
doen, ſhall do, oꝛ can do, as thynges that be farr 
to weake, and inſufficient and vnperkecte to de⸗ 
ſerue remiſſion of our ſynnes, and our tuſtifica- 
cion and therefoze we mull truſt, onely in Gods 
mercie, and in that ſacrifice , whiche our high 

pꝛieſte, 
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Ofſaluacion.. 
pꝛieſt, and ſauioz ChaiſtJelus;theſonne of god, 
once offered foꝛ vs vpõ the croſle.to obtein ther⸗ 
by Gods grace, and temiſſion, aſwell of out: ozi⸗ 
ginall ſynne in baptiſme, as of all actuall ſynne, 
commited by vs after our baptilmc,tf we truely 
repente and conuerte vnfainedly to hym again, 
So that as ſainct Jhon Baptiſte, although he 
wer neuer fo verteous and Godly a man, yet in 
this matter of fozgeuyng of linne he did put the 
people from hym, and appoynted theim vnto 


Chꝛiſte, ſaipng thus vnto them: Behold yonder xp 68.4. 


is the lambe of O D, whiche taketh awaie the 
ſynnes of the wozlde : Euen lo, as greate and as 
Godly a vertue as the liuely kaith ig, vet it put⸗ 
teth vs from it lelt, and remitteth oz appoynteth 
vs vnto Chziſt, fo2 to haue onely by hym remil⸗ 
ſion of our ſynnes, oꝛ iuſtificacion. So that our 
faith in Chailt (as it wer) ſaith vnto vs thus: It 
is not J, that take awate pour ſynnes, but it is 
Chꝛiſte onely, and to hym onely, J lende vou foz 
that purpole, renouncyng therein all pour good 
vertues, wooꝛdes, thoughtes, and woozkes, and 
onely puttyng pour truſt in Chꝛiſte. 
T H Vs vou do le, that the very true ſenſe of 
this pꝛopoſicion: We be tutified by faithe in 
Chꝛiſte onely:(accoꝛdyng to the meanyng of the 
old auncient aucthozs)is this:we put our faithe 
in Chziſt that we be tuſtified by hym onely, that 
we be iuſtified by Gods free mercie and the me⸗ 
rites of our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſte onely, and by no ver⸗ 
tue * 100d wozke of our awne that is in vs, oz 
5 E. ij. that 


Of ſaluacion. | 
that we ca be able tohaue oz to do fox to deſerue 
theſame, Chziſte hymſelf.oncly, beyng the.cauſe 
meritozious thereof. 
HE RE you perceiue many wooꝛdes to be v⸗ 
ſed.to auoyd contencion in woozdes with them, 
that delighte to bzaule aboute woozdes , and 
alſo to ſhewe the true meanyng, to auopde euill 
talkyng and miſunderſtandyng: And yet per⸗ 
aduenture all will not ſerue with theim, that be 
contencious:but conteders will euer fozge mat⸗ 
ter of contencion, euen when thei haue none oc⸗ 
caſion thereto. Notwithſtandyng, ſuche be the 
leſſe to be paſſed vpon, ſo that the reſt maie pꝛo⸗ 
kite, whiche will be moze deſirous to knowe the 
truth, then, ( when it is plain enough) to contend 
aboute it, and with contencions, and capcious 
cauillacions, to obſcure and darken it. Truthe 
it is, that our awne woꝛkes, doo not iuſtikie vs, 
to ſpeake pꝛoperly of our iuſtificacion (that is 
to ſaie)our woozkes do not merite oz delerue re⸗ 
miſſion of our lpnnes, and make vs of vniuſte, 
iuſte befoze God. But God ok his mere mercie, 
thzoughe the onely merites and deleruynges, 
of his ſonne Jeſus Chꝛiſte, doth tuſtifie vs.Ne- 
uertheleſſe, becauſe faithe doth directly ſende vs 
to Chzilte foꝛ remiſſion of our ſynnes, and that 
by faithe geuen vs of God, we embzace the pro⸗ 
mile of Gods mercie, and of the remiſſion of our 
ſinnes (whiche thyng.none othet of our vertues 
02 woozkes pꝛoperly doth ) therfoze ſcripture v= 
kth to ate; that kühe without, woozkes 7 50 
| uſtikie. 


Ok ſaluacion, 


tuſtific . And kozaſinuche, that it is all one ſen- 
tence in effecte to ſate:Faithe without wooztkes, 
and onely faith doth iuſtifie vs, therkoꝛe the old 
auncient fathers ok the Churche, from tyme to 
tyme, haue vttered our iuſtificacion, with this 
ſpeache : Onely faithe iuſtifieth vs: meanyng 
none other thyng, then lainct Paule meant, whe 
he ſaid: faith without wozkes iuſtifieth vs. And 
becàule, all this is bzought to paſſe, thʒough the 
onely merites and deſeruynges of our Sauioꝛ 
chꝛiſt, and not thzough our merites, oz thzough 
the merite of any vertue, that we haue within 
vs, oʒ of any wooꝛke that cometh from vs:ther- 
foze,in that relpecte of merite and deleruyng, we 
renounce(as it wer)altogether again, faith, woꝛ⸗ 
kes, and all other vertues. Foꝛ our awne imper⸗ 
keccion, is lo greate thzough the coꝛrupcton of 
oꝛiginal ſynne, that al is impertect, that is with- 
in vs: faithe, charitie, hope, dꝛeade, thoughtes, 
woꝛzdes, and woozkes, and therefoꝛe, not apte to 
merite and deſerue, any parte of our iuſtificaciũ 
koʒ vs. And this foꝛme ot ſpeakyng we ble, in 
the humblyng of our lelkes to God, and to geue 
all the glozy to our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt, whiche 1s beſt 
wozthy to haue it. 

NE R E you haue heard the office of God in 
our iuſtiticacion ⁊ how we receiue it ot᷑ him, kre⸗ 
ly, by his mercie without our delertes , thzough 
true and liuely faithe . Now pou ſhall heare the 
olkice and duetie of a chuſtian man vnto God, 
what we ought on our partie, to redze vnto god 
Ell] * | again, 
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picache: farth 
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haue faith, 
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Ok ſaluation. 
again, foʒ his greate mercie and goodnes ; Our 
office is not to paſſe the tyme of this pꝛelent life 
vnkruicttully and idely.after that we are baptt- 
ſed oz tuſtified,not caryng how fewe good woꝛ⸗ 
kes we do to the glozy of god, and pꝛoffit of our 
neighbozs: muche leſſe it is our office, after that 
we be once made Chulſtes membꝛes to liue con⸗ 
trary to theſame, makyng our lelfes , membzes 
of the Deuill, walkyng after his inticementes, 
and after the ſuggeſtions of the wozlde, and the 
fleſhe. whereby we knowe , that we doo ſerue the 
woꝛlde, and the Deuill, and not God. Foz that 
faithe, whiche bzyngeth furthe, (without repen- 
taunce) either euill woozkes, oʒ no good wooꝛ⸗ 
kes, is not a right, pure, and liuely taithe, but a 
dedde, Deuilliſhe, counterfeit, and fained faith, 
as ſaincte Paule, and ſaincte James call it. Foꝛ 
euen the Deuilles know and beleue, that Chꝛiſt 
was bozne ofa virgin, that he faſted fozty dates 
and foztie nightes , without meate and dzinke, 
that he wzought all kynde of miracles , decla- 
ryng hymſelf very God: Thet beleue allo , that 
Chuſte foz our ſakes . ſuffered moſte painfull 
death, to redeme vs from eternal death, and that 
he role again froin death the thirde daie: Thet 
beleue, that he aſcended into heauen, and that he 
ſitteth on the right hand of the father, and at the 
laſte ende of this wozlde, ſhall come again, and 
iudge bothe the quicke and the dedde. Theſe ar⸗ 
ticles ot our faiche, the Deuilles beleue, and ſo 
thet beleue all thynges that be wꝛitten, inthe 
1 9 MES nmnewe 
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Of laluacion. 
newe and olde Teſtament to be true, and yet fox 

all this faithe,thet be but Deutlles, remainyng 

ſtill in their dampnable effate.lackyng the very | 
true chziſtian faith. Foz the right and true chꝛi⸗ a is the 
ſtian faithe is not onely to beleue that holy [crt- fipng faithe, 
pture , and all the foʒlaied articles of our faithe 

are true, but alſo to haue a ſure truſt and conft- 

dence in Gods mercifull pꝛomiſes, to be ſaucd 

from euerlaſtyng dampnacton by Chzilt: wher=- Thei that cõ⸗ 
of doth folowe a louyng harte, to obey his com- eng baue 
maundementes . And this true chziſtian faithe, not true faith 
neither any Deuill hath , noz yet any man, whi⸗ 

che, in the outward p2ofeſſton of his mouth, and 

in his outward recetuyng of the Dacramentes, 

in commpyng to the churche.and in all other out- 

ward apparaunces ſemeth to be a chuſttan ma, 

and pet in his liuyng and deedes, ſheweth the 
cõttaty.oꝛʒ how can a man haue this true faith 

this ſuxe truſte and conkidence in God: That by 

the merites of Chꝛiſte, his ſynnes be remitted, 

and he reconciled to the fauoꝛ of God, and to be 

partaker of the kyngdome of heauen by Chkiſt, 

when he liueth vngodly, and denieth Chꝛiſte in 

his deedes. Durely, no ſuche vngodly man, can 

haue this fatthe and truſte in God. Foz as thei 

knowe Chꝛiſt to be the only ſauioꝛ of the wozld: 

ſo thei know alſo, that wicked men, ſhal not pol⸗ 

ſeſſe the kyngdome of GOD: Thei knowe, that pca.y, 
EO D hateth vnrighteouſneſſe that he will de⸗ 

ſtroye all thoſe, that ſpeake vntruly, that thoſe 

that haue doen good wozkes (whiche cannot be 

doen 
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doen without a liuely faith tn Chziſt)ſhall come 
furth into the relurreccton of life, and thoſe that 
haue doen euill, ſhall come vnto reſurreccion of 
tudgement : and very well thet knowe alſo, that 
to theim that be contencious, and to theim that 
will not be obedient vnto the truthe , but will o⸗ 
beye vnrighteoulneſle , ſhall come indignacion, 
wꝛathe, and affliccton.4c.Therfoze,to conclude, 
conſideryng the infinite benefites of God, ſhe⸗ 
wed and exhibited vnto vs , mercifully without 
our delertes , who hath not onely created vs of 
nothyng and from a pece of vile claye,of his in⸗ 
finite goodneſſe hath exalted vs (as touchyng 
our ſoule) vnto his awne ſimilitude x likeneſle; 
but alſo. wheras we wer condempned to hel, and 
death eternall, Hath geuen his awne naturall 
ſonne,beyng God eternall,immoztall,and equal 
vnto hymlelf,in power and glozy.to be incarna⸗ 
ted, and to take our moꝛtall nature vpon hym, 
with the infirmities of theſame. And in thelame 
nature, to ſuffre moſte ſhamefull and painfull 
death, foz our offences, to the intent to iuſtifie 
vs, and to reſtoze vs to lite euerlaſtpng, fo ma⸗ 
kyng vs allo his deere beloued childꝛen, bꝛethꝛẽ 
vnto his onely ſonne, our ſauioʒ Chꝛiſte, and in⸗ 
heritoꝛs foz euer with hym, ok his eternall kyn⸗ 
gdome ok heauen. 

THE S E greate and mercifull benefites of 
G OD (if thei be well conſidered) doo neither 
miniſter vnto vs, occaſion to be idle, and to liue 
without dooyng any good woozkes, neither yet 


ſtirreth 


Pk laluacion. 
ſtirreth vs, by any meanes to do euill thynges: 
but contrariwile it we be not delperate perſons, 
and our hartes harder then ſtones thei moue vs 
to render our ſelfes vnto GOD wholy, with al 
our will, hartes, might and power, to lerue hym 
in al good deedes, obeyng his commaundemen⸗ 
tes, duryng our lites: to ſeke in all thynges, his 
glozy and honoꝛ, not our ſenſuall pleaſutes, and 
vainglozy.euermoze dꝛeadyng, willyngly to of= 
fende luche a mercifull God and louyng rede- 
mer, in wooꝛde, thought, oꝛ deede. And thelaied 
benekites of god depely conlidered, do moue vs 
fo his lake alſo, to be euer redy to geue our ſel⸗ 
kes to our netghbozs , and almuche as lieth in 
vs, to ſtudie with all our indeuour, to doo good 
to euery man. (Thele be the kruictes of the 
_ truefaithe,todoo good(as muche as 
licth in vs) to euery man. And 
aboue all thynges, and in 
all thynges , to ad⸗ 
uaũce the glo- 
ry of God, 
of 
whom 
onely wee 
haue our lancti⸗ 
ficacton, iuſtificacion, 
laluacion, and redempcidß. 
To whom, be euer glozp, pzaile, 
and honoz, woꝛlde with⸗ 
oute ende. Amen. * 
| of» 


A dedde faith, 
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Tit. i. 


CA ſhoꝛte declaration ofthe 
true, liuely, and chꝛiſtian faithe, 


=2X YE firſte entrie vnto GOD, 
good Chultian people) is 
XY though faithe: whereby, (as it 
is declared in the laſt Sermo) 

rwe be iuſtified befoze GOD. 
And leſte any man ſhould be 
K deceiued foꝛ lacke of right vn⸗ 
derſtandyng hereof, it is diligently to be noted, 
that faithe is taken in the lcripture, twoo maner 
of wates. There is one faith, whiche in ſcripture 
is talled a dedde faithe, whiche bꝛyngeth furthe 
no good wozkes, but is idle, barain, and vnkru⸗ 
tetetull. And this faithe, by the holy Apoſtle S. 
James, is compared to the faithe of Deuilles, 
whiche beleue , GOD to be true, and iuſte, and 
trimble foz feare, yet thei doo nothyng well, but 
all euill. And ſuche a maner of faithe, haue the 
wicked and naughtie Chziſtian people, whiche 
confeſle & O Dias ſaincte Paule ſaieth) in their 
mouth, but deny hym in their deedes, beyng ab- 
hominable, and without the right faithe, and in 
all good woozkes repꝛoueable. And this faithe 
is a perlwaſiõ, and belief in mannes hart, wher⸗ 
by he knoweth that ther is a God, and aſſenteth 
vnto al truthe of Gods moſte holy wooꝛde, con⸗ 
teined in holy Scripture. So that it conſiſteth 
onely, in beleuyng ofthe wooꝛde of God, that it 
is true. And this is not properly called faithe: 
but as he, that readeth Celars commentaries, 
8 5 5 beleuyng 


| Offaithe. 
beleuing theſame to be true, hath therby a know 
ledge of Ceſars life, and noble actes, becauſe he 
beleueth the hyſtozte of Ceſar : yet it is not pꝛo⸗ 
perly ſaied, that he beleueth in Ceſar, of whom 
he loketh fozno helpe, noz benefite : Euen ſo,he 
that beleueth, that all that is ſpoken of God in 
the bible, is true, and yet liueth ſo vngodly, that 
he cannot loke to entoye the pꝛomiſes, and bene⸗ 
fites of God, although it may be ſaid, that ſuche 
a man hath a faithe and beliefe, to the woꝛdes of 
God: pet it is not p2operly ſaid, that he beleueth 
in God, oz hath ſuche a faithe and truſt in God, 
whereby he mate ſurely looke foz grace, mercie, 
and eternall life at Gods hande : but rather fox 
indignacton and puniſhement,accozdyng to the 
merites ot his wicked lite. Foz as it is wuitten 
in a boke, entitled to be of Didimus Alexandꝛi⸗ 
nus: foꝛ aſmuche as faithe, without woozkes is 
dedde, it is not now faithe : as a dedde man , is 
nota man. This dedde faith therfoꝛe, is not that 
ſure x ſubſtanctall faith, whiche ſaueth ſynners. 
ANOTHER faith there is in ſcripture, whi⸗ alinety faith, 
che is not( as the foꝛeſaid faithe) idle, vnfruicte- 
kull, and dedde, but wooꝛketh by charitie (as. S 
Paule declareth.) Gala. v. Whiche, as the other Galat. v. 
vain kaithe is called a dedde faithe, ſo mate this 
be called a quicke oz liuely faithe . And this is 
not onely the common belicke, of the Articles of 
our faithe : but it is alſo a ſure truſte.and conti⸗ 
dence of the mercie of God, thzough our Loꝛde 
Jeſus Chaiſte , and a ſtedfaſt hope of all good 
| F. ij. thynges, 
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Of faithe. | 
thynges to be receiued at Gods hande:and that 
although, we, thzough infirmitie, oz temptacion 
of our ghoſtly enen w. do fall krom him by ſynne: 
yet it᷑ we returne again bnto hym, hy true repen⸗ 
taunce, that he will fozgeue and foꝛget our offc- 
ces foꝛ his ſonnes fake, our lauioʒ Jeſus Chult 
and will make vs inheritozs with hym ok his e⸗ 
uerlaſtyng kyngdõ and that in the meane tyme, 
vntill that kyngdome come, he will be our pꝛo⸗ 
tectoʒ, and defender in all perilles and daũgers, 
whatſoeuer do chaunce: and that, though ſome⸗ 
tyme he doth ſende vs ſharpe aduerlitte,yet that 
euermoze, he will be a louyng father vnto vs, 
cozrectyng vs foz our ſynne, but not withdzaw- 
png his mercte finally fro vs, if we truſt in hym, 
and committe our ſelfes wholy vnto hym, hang 
onely vpon hym, and call vpon hym, ready to. 
obey and ſerue him. This is the true, liuely, and 
vnkained chꝛiſtiã kaithe and is not in the mouth 
and outward pꝛofeſſion onely, but it liueth, and 
ſtirreth inwardly in the harte. And this faithe, 
is not without hope and truſte in G O D, noz 
without the loue of God, and of our netghbozs, 
no2 without the feare of GOD,noz withoutthe 
delire,to heare Gods wooꝛde, and to folowe the 
ſame, in eſchewyng euill, and dooyng gladly all 
good woozkes, 

THIS kaithe, (as ſainct Paule deſcribeth it) 
is the lure grounde and koundacion of the bene⸗ 
fites, whiche we ought to loke fo2 , and truſte to 
receiue of God, a certificat and ſure 2 

0 


Ok faithe. 
ok theim, although thei pet ſenſiblie appere not 

vnto vs. And after he lateth: he that commeth to 

God, muſte beleue bothe that he is, and that he 

is a mercifull rewarder of well doers. And no- 

thyng comendeth good men vnto God fo muche 

as this allured faithe,and truſt in hym. Of this 

faithe , thzce thynges are ſpecially to be noted. @t;ce thyn⸗ 
Firlte.that this faithe , dooth norte dedde in the rod; 
harte, but is liuely and fruictfull , in bzyngyng a 
furthe good wooꝛkes. Second, that without it, 

can no good wooꝛkes be doen, that ſhalbe acce- 

ptable, and plealaunt to GOD. Thirdel; what 

maner of good woozkes thei be, that this faithe 

doth bꝛyng furthe. 

F OR the firſte, as the light cannot be hid, Saile te fult 
but wil ſhewe furth it ſelf, at one place oz other: ges wol 
fo a true faithe cannot be kept ſecrete, but when 
occaſion is offered, it will bzeake out, and ſhewe 
it ſelf by good wozkes . And as the liuyng body 
of a man, euer exercileth ſuche thynges, as be⸗ 
long to a. naturall and liuyng bodye, koꝛ nou⸗ 
riſhement and pꝛeſeruacion of theſame , as it 
bath neede, oppoꝛtunitie and occalton : Euen lo 
the ſoule , that hath a liuely kfaithe in it, will be 
doopng alwate ſome good woozke, whiche ſHall 
declare, that it is liupng , and will not be vnoc- 
cupied. Therefoze, when men heare in the (crip- 


tures, lo high commendactons of faithe, that it 
maketh vs to pleaſe God, to liue with GSO D, 
and to be the childꝛen of God:ik then thei phan- 
tate, that thei be let at libertie , from dooyng all 

12 55 F. iij. good 
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good woozkes , and mate liue as thei liſte , thet 
trifle with God, and deceiue theimlcifes . And it 
is a manifeſt token, that thei be farre from ha- 
uyng the true and liuely faithe , and alſo farre 
from knowledge, what true faithe meaneth. Foz 
the very ſure and liuely chziſtian fatthe is, not 
onely to beleue all thynges of God , whiche are 
cõteined in holy ſcripture: but alſo is an earneſt 
truſt, and confidence in G O D, that he doth re⸗ 
garde vs, and hath cure of vs, as the father of 

the child, whom he doth loue;and that he will be 
mercttul vnto vs, foz his onely ſonnes lake;and 
that we haue our (auto2 Chuilte, our perpetuall 
aduocate and pꝛieſt, in whole onely merites, ob⸗ 
lacion, and ſufferyng.we do truſt, that our offen- 
ces be continually walſhed and purged , when- 
ſoeuer we, (repentyng truely) do returne to hym 
with our whole harte, ſtedfaſtly determinyng 
with our lelfes.thzough his grace, to obeye and 
ſerue hom, in kepyng his commaundementes, 
and neuer to turne backe again to ſinne. Suche 
is the true kaith, that the ſcripture doth ſomuche 
commende, the whiche, when it ſeeth and conſide 
reth, what God hath doen foz vs, is alſo moued, 
thzoughe continuall aſſiſtence of the ſpirite of 
God, to ſerue and pleaſe hym.to kepe his fauoz, 
to feare his diſplealure.to continue his obedient 
childzen , ſhewyng thankefulneſle again, by ob⸗ 
ſeruyng his commaundementes, and that frely, 
fo: true loue chiefly, and not foꝛ dꝛead of puniſh 
ment, oꝛ loue of tempoꝛall rewarde:conlidcryng 


how 


Ok kaithe. 


how clerely, without our deſeruynges, we haue 
recctued his mercy and pardon frely. 
. THIS true faithe will ſhewe furth it ſelf,and X 5 
cannot long be idle. Foz as it is watten:the iuſt D, 
man doth liue by his faithe. He neither leapeth, Galath. iii. 
no2 is idle, when he ſhould wake and be well oc- 
cupied. And God by his pꝛophet Jereinie ſaith: Hie. xvii. 
that he is a happy and bleſſed man, whiche hath 
faithe and confidence in GOD. Fox he is like 
a tree, ſette by the water ſide , that ſpzcadeth his 
rootes abzode toward the moyſture, and fearcth 
not heate when it cõmeth, his leafe wil be grene, 
and will not ceaſe, to bꝛyng furthe his fruicte:e⸗ 
uenſo faithfull men, (puttyng awate all feare of 
aduerſitie ) will ſhewe furthe the kruicte of their 
good wozkes,as occaſion is offered to do them. 

T H E Wiſeman ſaieth: He that beleueth in Eccl.xxxii 
God, will harken vnto his commaundementes. 
Fo if we do not ſhewe our lelfes faithful in our 
conuerſacion, the faithe , whiche we pꝛetende to 
haue, is but a fained faith:becauſe the true chꝛi⸗ 
ſtiã faith, is manifeſtly ſhewed by good liuyng. 
and not by wooꝛdes onely, as ſainct Augulipne xiv: de fide 
fateth : good liuyng cannot be ſeperated from Kapra.“ 
true faithe, whiche woꝛketh by loue. And laincte 
Chuloſtome ſaicth : Faithe of. it ſelf, is full of Nee 

ood woozkes.as ſone as a man doth beleue. he * 

albe garniſhed with them.Yow plentiful this 
faithe is of good wooꝛkes, and how it maketh 
the woozke of one man, inoze acceptable to God 
then of another, ſaincte Paule teacheth at large 

in 


Hebre. xi. 


Gene. vi. 


Gene. xx. 


Gene. xxii. 
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in the. xi. Chapiter to the Hebzues, ſaiyng : that 
faith made the oblacion of Abell better, then the 
oblacton of Cain. This made Noe to buyld the 
Arcke. This madeAbzaham to fozſake his coũ⸗ 
trey, and all his frendes, and to go vnto a farre 
countrey, there to dwell emong ſtraungers. So 
did alſo Jſaac and Jacob, dependyng onely of 
the helpe and truſte that thei had in God. And 
when thei came to the coũtrey, whiche God pꝛo⸗ 
miled them.thet would builde no citees tounes, 
102 houſes, but liued like ſtraungers in tentes, 
that might euery date be remoued. Their truſte 
was lo muche in God that ther ſette but litle by 
any wozldly thyng , fox that God had pzepared 
fo2 theim, better dwellpng places in heauen, of 
his awne foundacto and buyldyng.This faith, 
made Abꝛaham redy at Gods commaundemet, 
to offre his awne ſonne and heire Jlaac, whom 
he loued fo well, and by whom he was pꝛomiled 
to haue innumerable iſſue , emong the whiche, 
one ſhould be bozne, in whom all naciõs ſhould 
be bleſled:truſting lo muche in god, that though 


he were lain, yet that God was able by his om⸗ 


nipotẽt power, to raiſe hym from death, and per⸗ 
foune his pzomile . He miſtruſted not the pꝛo⸗ 
mile of GO D, although vnto his reaſon euery 
thyng lemed contrary . He beleued verely, that 
God would not fozſake hym in dearth , and ka⸗ 
myne.that was in the countrey. And in all other 
daungers that he was bꝛought vnto, he truſted 
euer that God would be his God, and his pꝛo⸗ 
| tectoz, 
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Of kaithe. 
tectoꝛ, whatſoeuer he ſawe to the contrary.This 


faithe wzought lo in the harte of Moſes, that he Exodi.ir. 


retuled to be take foz kyng Pharao, his daugh- 
tes ſonne and to haue greate inheritaunce in E⸗ 
gipt, thinkyng it better with the people of God, 
to haue affliccion, and ſoꝛowe then with naugh⸗ 
tie men, in ſynne to liue pleaſauntly foꝛ a tyme. 
By kaithe, he cared not koꝛ the thzeatenyng of 
kyng Pharao: foꝛ his truſt was lo in God, that 
he paſſed not of the felicitie of this wozlde, but 
loked foz the rewarde,to come in heauen, ſettyng 
his hart vpon the inuiſible GOD, as if he had 


ſeen hym euer pꝛelent befoꝛe his ies. By fatthe, Exod. xiiii 


the childzen of Iſraell paſſed thzough the redde 


ſea.By faithe, the walles of Diericho.fell doune Iocue,yi. 


without ſtroke, and many other wonderfull mi⸗ 
racles haue been wzought. In al good men, that 
heretofoze haue been, kaithe hath bzought furth 
their good woozkes, and obteined the pꝛomi⸗ 
les of GOD. 


FAI ¶ E, hath ſtopped the lions mouthes: Daniel. vi. 
faithe hath quenched the fozce of fire: faith Hath Daniel. iii. 


eſcaped the lwoꝛdes edges: faithe Hath geuen 
weake men ſtrength, victoue in battaill , ouer⸗ 
thꝛowen the arimes of infidels, raiſed the dedde 
to lite: farthe hath made good men to take ad- 
uerſitie, in good parte: ſome haue been mocked 
and whipped, bounde and caſte in pꝛiſon: ſome 
haue loſte all their goodes and liued in greate 
pouertte : ſome haue wandered in mountaines, 
hilles and wilderneſſe: ſome haue been racked, 

G.]. ſome 


In Iho. tra. 
xlv. 


ii. Cor. iiii. 


Eſaie, xliii. 
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ſome flain.ſome ſtoned, ſome ſawen, ſome rent in 
peces, ſoine hedded, ſome bzent without mercie, 
and would not be deliuered, becaule thei looked 
to riſe again to a better ſkate. 

ALL thele fathers, marty2s.and other holy 
men, ( whom Saincte Paule ſpake of) had their 
faithe lutely fixed in God, when all the wozlde 
was againſt theim. Thei did not onely knowe 
God to be the Loꝛde maker, and gouernoz of al 
men in the wozld: but alſo thei had a lpectall co- 
fidcce and truſt. that he was and would be their 
God, their comkoꝛter, aider, helper, mainteiner 
and dekender. This is the chultta faithe, whiche 
thele holy men had, and we alſo ought to haue. 
And although ther wer not named chziſttan me, 
pet was it a chʒiſtian faith that thei had, foz thei 
looked foz all benefites of G O D the father, 
thzough the merites ok his ſonne Felu Chziſte, 
ag we now do. This difference is betwene them 
and vs: foꝛ thet loked, when Chzilt ſhould come 
and we be in the tyme, when he is come. Therc=- 
foze ſaieth ſainct Auguſtin: the tyme is altered, 
but not the faithe: Fox we haue bothe one faithe 
in Chziſte . Thelame holy ghoſte allo , that wee 
haue, had thet : fateth laincte Baule. Foz as the 
holy ghoſte doth teache vs, to truſt in God, and 
to call vpon hym as our father: ſo did he teache 
them to fate, (as it is wiitten) .Thou Loꝛde, att 
our father and redemer, and thy name is with⸗ 
out beginnyng and euerlaſtyng. God gaue the 
then grace to be his childze, as he doth vs * 

| ut 
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But now by the commyng of our ſautoz Chziſt, 

we haue receiued moze abundantly the ſpitite of 
God in our hartes, whereby we mate concetue a 

greater faithe , and a ſurer truſte , then many of 
them had. But in effect thet and we be al one: we 

haue theſame faithe that thei had in G O D, and 

thet theſame that we haue. And ſainct Paule ſo 

muche extolleth their faithe, becauſe we ſhould 

no leſſe, but rather moꝛe, geue our ſelfes wholy 

vnto Chailt,bothe in pzofeſſion and liuyng now 
when Chziſte is come, then the old fathcrs did 
befoze his commpyng . And by all the declaraciõ 
of ſainct Paule, it is euident.that the true liuely 
and chziſtian faithe, is no dedde, vain,oz vnkru⸗ 
ictefull thyng, but a thyng of perfecte vertue, of 
wonderfull operacion and ſtrength , bzyngyng 
furthe all good mocions and good wootkes. 

A L L holy [ſcripture agreably beareth wit- 
neſſe, that a true liuely farthe in Chʒiſte, docth 
bꝛyng furthe good woozkes, and therfoze euery 
man muff examine hymlelfdiligently.to knowe 
whether he haue theſame true liuely faith in his 
harte vnfainedly oz not whiche he ſhall knowe 
by the frutctes thereok. Many that pꝛoteſſed the 
faithe of Chꝛiſte, were in this erroz, that thei 
thought thet knewe God and beleued in hym, 
when in their lite thet declated the cotrary: whi⸗ 
che erroꝛ, ſainct Jhon in his firſt Epiſtle conku⸗ 


tyng, wꝛiteth in this wiſe : Hereby we are certi⸗ i. hon. ii. 


fied, that we knowe God, if we obſerue his com- 
maundementes:he that ſateth he knoweth God, 
G. ij. and 


i. Ihon. iii. 


i. Ihon. iii. 


i. Ihon. v. 


i. Ihon. v. 


iii, Ihon. i. 


i. Ihon. iii. 
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and oblcrueth not his commaundementes is a 
liar, and the trueth is not in hym. And again he 
ſaieth: wholoeuer ſynneth, dooth not ſe God, noz 
knowe hym: let no man deceiue pou welbeloued 
childꝛẽ. And mozcoucr he laith: hereby we know 
that we be of the truth, and ſo we ſhall perſwade 
our hartes befoze hym : Foz it our awne hartes 
repꝛoue vs, God is aboue our hartes, and kno⸗ 
weth all thynges. Welbeloued, if our hartes re⸗ 
pꝛoue vs not, then haue we confidence in God, 
and ſhall haue of hym whatſoeuer we alke, be⸗ 
caule we kepe his commaundementes , and doo 
thole thynges, that pleaſe hym . And yet further 
he ſateth:etery man that beleueth that Jeſus is 
Chꝛiſte, is bozne of GOD: and we knowe, that 
wholoeucr is bozne of God, doth not ſpnne : but 
the generacton of God,purgeth him, and the de⸗ 
uill doth not touche him. And finally he conclu⸗ 
deth: and ſhewyng the caule , why he wzote this 
Epiſtle ſaieth:oꝛ this caule haue Þ thus wut- 
ten vnto you , that vou mate knowe , that vou 
haue euerlaſtyng like, whiche doo beleue in the 
ſonne of God. And in his thirde Epiſtle, he con- 
firmeth the whole matter of faith and wootkes., 
in fewe wooꝛdes ſaiyng: he that doth well is of. 
God, and he that dooth euill knoweth not God. 
And as S. IJhon faith: that as the liuely know 
ledge, and faithe of God, bꝛyngeth furthe good 
woozkes: ſo laieth he likewiſe of hope and cha⸗ 
ritie, that thei cannot ſtande with euill liuyng. 
Dt hope, he wziteth thus: we knowe that when 
God 


Of faithe. 
God ſhall appere, we ſhalbe like vnto hym, fo2 

we ſhall ſe hym , euen as he is. And wholocuer 

hath this hope in hym, doth purttte hymlelf. like 

as God is pure . And of charitie he laicth theſe 
woozdes : He that dooth kepe Gods wooꝛde, oꝛ i.hon,ii, 
commaundement , in hym is truely the perkecte 

loue of God. And again he laith:this is the loue {.1hon,y. 
of God, that we ſhould kepe his commaunde⸗ 
mentes. And laincte Jhon wꝛote not this as a 

ſubtile pꝛopoſiciõ, deuiled of his awne phanta- 

ſie, but as a moſte certain and neceſſarie truthe, 

taught vnto hym by Chziſt hymlelt, the eternall 

and infallible veritie, who in many places doth 

moſte clerely affirme , that faithe hope, and cha- 

ritie, cannot conlſiſt without good and Godly 
woozkes. Of faithe, he lateth : He that beleueth non. iii. 
in the ſonne, hath euetlaſtyng lite but he that be 

leucth not in the ſonne, ſhall not ſee that life, but i. Ihon. v. 
the wꝛathe of God remaineth vpon hym . And 
thelame he conkirmeth with a double othe, lat- 

vng: Fozſothe and foꝛſothe, J fate vnto vou, he Inon. vi. 
that beleueth in me hath euerlaſtyng life. How. 
fozalmuche as he that beleueth in Chulte , hath 
euerlaſtyng lite.it muſte nedes conſequently ko⸗ 

lo we, that he that hath this kaithe muſt haue al⸗ 

fo good woozkes, and be ſtudiaus to oblerue 

Gods commaundementes obcdientely . Fox to 

theim fhat haue emll woozkes and leade their 

lie in diſobedience, and tranſareſſion of Gods 
commaundementes , without repentaunce. pcr- 

teineth not euverlaſipng like, but euerlaſtyng 
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Math. xxv. death,as Chuiſt hymſelf ſaieth:thei that do wel, 
ſhall go into life eternall , but thei that do euill, 
ſhal go into the eternal fire. And again he ſaith: 

Apoc. xxi. I am the firſt letter and the laſt, the beginnyng 
and the endyng:to hym that is a thirſte , J will 
geue of the well of the water of life frely:Ye that 
hath the victoꝛie, ſhall haue all thynges,and J 
will be his GO D, and he ſhalbe my ſonne. But 
thei that be fearfull , miſtruſtyng God, and lac⸗ 
kyng faithe:thet that be curſed people and mur⸗ 
derers, and foꝛnicatoꝛs, and ſozſerers,and Jdo=- 
laters, and all liars, ſhall haue their pozcton.,in 
the lake that burneth with fire and bzunſtone, 
whiche is the leconde death. And as Chaiſte vn- 

Thar doubtedly affirmeth, that true faithe bzyngeth 

furth good furthe good woozkes: ſo doth he late ltkewtle of 


Trons:..; chatitie. Wholoeuer hath my commaundemen⸗ 
tes and kepeth theim that is he.that loueth me. 
And after he lateth: he that loueth me, will kepe 
my woꝛde, and he that loueth me not, kepeth not 
my wooꝛdes. And as the loue of God is tried by 
good wooꝛkes, ſo is the feare of God alſo, as the 
Eccleſi.i, wiſe man fatth : the dꝛead of God putteth awaie 
Eccle. xv. ſynne. And allo he ſaieth: he that feareth GOD 
will do good woozkes. A man may lone deceiue 
hymlelt, and thynke in his awne phantaſie, that 

he by faithe knoweth God, loueth hym, feareth 

hym, and belongeth to hym, when in very deede 

he dooth nothyng leſſe. Foz the triall of all theſe 
thynges, is a very Godly and chziltian life . He 

that feleth his harte let to ſcke Gods 1 

udiet 
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ſtudieth to knowe the wil and commaundemen⸗ 
tes of God, and to confoꝛme hymſelf thereunto, 
and leadeth not his life after the deſire ok his 
awne fleſhe, to ſerue the deuill by ſynne, but let⸗ 
teth his mind to lerue God, koꝛ gods awne lake, 
and fo2 his lake allo to loue all his neighbozs, 
whether thet be frendes oz aduerlaries, doopng 
good to euery man(as oppoꝛtunitie lerueth) and 
willyngly hurtyng no man: Suche a man mate 
well retoyce in God, perceiuyng by the trade of 
his life, that he vnfainedly hath the right know 
ledge of God, a liuely faithe, a conſtant hope, a 
true and vnkained loue and feare of God. But 
he that caſteth awate the yoke of Gods comaun 
dementes from his necke, and geueth hymlelf to 
liue without true repentaunce, after his awne 
ſenſuall mynde and pleaſure, not regardyng to 
knowe Gods wooꝛde, and muche leſſe to liue ac= 
coꝛdyng therunto:luche a man clerely deceiueth 
hymlelt, and ſeeth not his awne harte, ik he thyn⸗ 
keth that he either knoweth God, loueth hym, 
feareth hym, oz truſteth in hym . Some perad- 
uenture phantaſie in theimſelfes, that thei belog 
to God, although thei lite in ſynne, and lo thet 
come to the Churche , and ſhewe theimleclfes as 
Gods dere childꝛen. But ſainct Jhon faith pla- 


inly:it we fate, that we haue any company with i.1hon. i. 


God, and walke in darkeneſſe, we do lye. Other 
do vainly thinke, that thet knowe and loue god, 
although thei paſſe not of his tcommaundemen⸗ 
tes. But lainct Jhon ſaith clerely: he that ſaith. 


al 


i. Ihon.ii. 


i. Ihon. 1111, 
i. Ihon. ii. 


i. Ihon. iii. 


Ok kaithe. 
J knowe God, and kepeth not his commaunde- 
mentes, he is a lar. Some falũly perſwade them 
lelfes , that thei loue God, when thei hate their 
neighbozs But ſaincte Jhon ſaieth manifeſtly: 
it any man fate, I loue God, and yet hateth his 
bother, he is a liar. He that faieth. that he is in 
the light, and hateth his bꝛother, he is ſtill in 
darkenelle. He that loueth his bzother, dwelleth 
in the light, but he that hateth his bzother, is in 
darkeneſfle, and walketh in darkenelſe, and kno⸗ 
weth not whether he goeth: foꝛ darkeneſſe hath 
blynded his iyes. And mozeouer he ſaith: hereby 
we maniteſtly knowe the childzen of God, from 
the childꝛen of the deuill: He that doth not righ⸗ 
teoully, is not the childe of God, noz he that ha⸗ 
teth his bꝛother. 

DE CE IV E not pour ſeltes therfoꝛe, thin⸗ 
kyng that you haue faith in GOD, oz that you 
loue God oz do truſte in hym, oz do feare hym, 
when you liue in ſynne: foʒ then pour vngodly 
and ſyntull life declareth the contrary, whatſoe⸗ 
yer ye fate oz thynke. It petteineth to a chꝛiſtiã 
man to haue this true chꝛiſtian faith, and to trie 
hymſelf, whether he hath it oz no, and to knowe 
what belongeth to it, and how it doth woozke in 
hym. It is not the woꝛlde, that we can truſte to: 
the woꝛld, and all that is therein is but vaͤnitie. 
It is God that muſt be our defence and pꝛotec⸗ 
cion, againſt all temptacton of wickedneſſe, and 
ſpnne,erro2s.ſuperlitcion.ydolatrie,and al euil. 


Aral the wozlde were on our ſide, and GD D 


agaiuſt 
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againſt vs, what could the wozlde auaile vs; 
(Therefozelet vs ſet our whole faithe, and truſte 
in God and neither the woꝛzlde, the deuill, noz al 
the power ok theim, ſhall pꝛeuaile againſt vs. 
Let vs thertoꝛe (good chꝛiſtian people) trie and 
examyne our faithe what it is: let vs not flatter 
our ſeltes, but looke vpon our wootkes, and lo 
iudge of our faithe , what it is. Chaiſte hymſelf 


ſpeaketh of this matter, and fateth: The tree is Mat.xxiiii. 


knowen by the fruicte. Therfozelet vs do good 
woozkes , and thereby declare our faithe , to be 
the liuely chziſtian fatthe . Let vs by ſuche ver⸗ 
tues as ought to ſpꝛyng out of faithe.ſhewe our 
elecciõ to be ſure and ſtable.as ainct Peter tea⸗ 
cheth . Endeuoꝛ your lclies to make pour cal- 
lyng and eleccion certain by good wozkes: And 
alſo he ſateth: miniſter oz declare in your faithe, 
vertue, in vertue, knowledge, in knowledge, te- 
peraunce, temperaunce,paciece, again in pa⸗ 
cience, Godlineſſe, in Godlineſſe, bzotherly cha⸗ 
ritie, in bzotherly charitie, loue. Do ſHall wee 
ſhew in deede, that we haue the very liuely chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian faithe : and mate bothe certifte our conſci⸗ 
ence the better, that we be in the right faithe, and 
alſo by theſe meanes cofirme other men. If thele 
fruictes doo not folowe, we doo but mocke with 
God deceiue our lelfes,and allo other me. Well 
mate we beare the name of chꝛiſtian men, but we 
do lacke the true faithe, that doth belong there- 
vnto. Foz true faithe dooth euer bꝛyng furthe 


ii. Petri.i, 


good woozkes, as ſainct James faith: ſhewe me lames. ii. 


9. j. thy 
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thy faith by thy deedes. Thy deedes and wooz- 
kes muſte be an open teſtimontall of thy faithe: 
otherwile, thy faithe beyng without good woo2- 
kes, is but the deuilles kaithe, the kaithe of the 
wicked, a phantaſie of faith, and not a true chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian faithe . And like as the deuilles and euill 
people, be nothyng the better foz their counter⸗ 
keit faithe, but it is vnto theim the moꝛe cauſe of 
dampnacion:ſo thei that be chʒiſtened and haue 
recetued knowledge of GOD , and of Chꝛiſtes 
merites , and yet of a ſette purpoſe do liue idelp, 
without good wooꝛzes, thynkyng the name of a 
naked faithe, to be either ſufficient fo2 thetm,oz 
cls ſettyng their myndes vpon vain plealures 
of this wozlde,doo liue in ſynne, without repen⸗ 
taunce ,not vtterpng the fruites, that do belong 
to ſuche an high pꝛokeſſion, vpon fuche pzeſlum- 
pteous perſons, and wilfull ſynners, muſt nedes 
remain the greate vengeaunce ot God and eter⸗ 
nall puniſhement in hell, pꝛepared foz the deuill 
and wicked liuers 
THEREFORE,AS you pꝛofeſſe the name 
of Chziſte, (good chꝛiſtian people) lette no ſuche 
phantaſie and imaginaciõ of faithe at any tyme 
beguyle you, but be ſure of your fatthe, trie it by 


a, Your liuyng looke vpon the fruictes Þ cometh 


of it, marke the tncreaſe of loue c charitte , by it, 
towarde GO D and your neighboz.,and ſo ſhall 

you perceiue it to be a true liyely fatthe, 
IF you fele and perceiue ſuche a faith in you, 
retoyce in it, and be diligent to maintein " and 
: &cpe 


Offaithe. 
kepe it ſtil in pou:let it be daily increaſyng, and 
moze and moze by wel wooꝛkyng, and ſo ſhall ye 
be ſure that you ſhall pleaſe God by this 
faithe : Ind at the length (as other 
faithefull men haue dooen be⸗ 
foze)ſo ſhal pou( when his 
will is) come to hym, 
and receiue the 
ende and 
_ tpnal 
rewarde of 
pour faithe ( as 
fainct Peter nameth peter. l. 
it) the ſaluacion of youre 
ſoules,the whiche , God graũt 
vs, that hath pꝛomiſed the 
ſame vnto his kaithe 
full. To whom 
be all ho⸗ 
noz 
and glozy, wozlde 
without ende. ; 


A MEN. "I 
H. j. ( An 


CAnHomilie oꝛ Sermon, 


of good woozkes annexed 
vnto Faithe, 


N he —_ * N the laſte ſermon was de⸗ 
0 Me clared vnto you, what the 
EASY Ce Dx | liuely and true faithe of a 
Ne (7 * chꝛziſtiã man is, that it cau- 
leth not a man to bee idle, 

but to be occupied in bꝛyn⸗ 
De | 2. gung turthe good woozkes, 


—;v:. u s occaſion ſerueth. 

Nogood N OVV by Gods grace ſhalbe declared the 

en without ſeconde thyng, that bekoze was noted of faithe, 
faite. that without it can no good wooꝛke be doen. ac- 
ceptable and pleaſaunt vnto GD D. Foz as a 
bzaunche cannot beare fruicte of it ſelt faith our 
ſauioꝛ Chaiſt)excepte it abide in the Uine.ſo can 
Ihon. xv. not you, except you abide in me: J am the Vine, 
and you be the bzaunches, he that abideth in me 

and I in hym, he bꝛyngeth furthe muche kruict: 
oz without me vou can do nothyng. And lainct 
Hebre. xi. aule pꝛoueth, that Endche had faithe, becauſe 
he pleaſed God. Foz without faithe (fateth he) it 
is not poſſible to pleaſe God. And again to the 
Rom. xiiii. Romaines he ſaith : whatſocuer wooꝛke is doen 
without faithe, it is ſynne. Faithe geueth life to 

the loule, and thet be almuche dedde to god that 

lacke faithe . as thet be to the wozlde, whole bo- 

dies lacke ſoules. W ithout faith al that is doen 

of vs is but dedde befoze GOD, although the 

woozke ſeme neuer lo gate and glozious befoze 


man, 
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man. Euen as the picture grauen oz painted, fs 
but a dedde repzelentacton ofthe thyng it ſelf, 
and is without like, 02 any maner of mouyng:ſo 
be the wozkes of all vnfaithfull perſones betoze 
God. Thei do appere to be liuely woozkes, and 
in deede thei be but dedde, not auailyng to the 
eternall lite. Thei be but ſhadowes and ſhewes 
of liuely and good thynges, and not good and 
liuely thynges in deede . Fox true faithe dooth 
geue lite to the woozke , and out of ſuche faithe 
come good woozkes, that be very good wozkes 
in deede, and without it, no woozke is good be⸗ 


foze God: as lateth ſainct Auguſtine: we muſte 1n prefati. 
ſette no good woozkes befoze taithe, noʒ thynke Pſal.xxxt. 


that befoze faith a mã mate do any good wozke: 
fo2 ſuche woozkes,although thet ſeme vnto men 
to be p2atle wozthy.yet in deede thei be but vain 
and not alowed befoze G O D. Thet be as the 
courle of a hozſle that runneth out ofthe wate, 
whiche taketh greatelaboz , but to no purpole, 
Let no man therefoze(ſateth he)recken vpon his 
good woozkes betfoze his faithe. Whereas faith 
was not, good woozkes wer not:the intent ( ſaith 
he) maketh the good wooꝛkes, but faithe muſte 
guyDe and o2d2e the intent of man. And Chulte 
a 


ith:ifthy ive be naught, thy whole body is ful Natch. vi. 


of darkeneſle . The iye dooth ſignikie the intent In prefati. 
(ſateth ſainct Auguſtine) wherewith a man doth Pal. xxxi. 


a thyng. So that, he whiche dooth not his good 
woozkes with a godly intent and a true faithe 
that woozketh by loue, the whole body belide, 

" Yaltj, (that 
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(that is to ſaie, all the whole nombze of his woꝛ⸗ 
kes) is darke, and there is no light in it. Foz 
good deedes be not mealured by the factes them 
ſelfes , and ſo diſſeuered from vices, but by the 
endes and intentes fo2 the whiche thei be doen, 
If a Heathen man clothe the naked, kede the ho- 
gery, and doo ſuche other like wozkes : pet be⸗ 
cauſe he doth the not in faithe, foz the honoꝛ and 
loue of God, thet be but ded, vain and fruict⸗ 
leſſe wootkes to hym. 

F AIT H E is it, that doth commende the 
woozke to God: to as ſaincte Auguſtine ſaieth: 
whether thou wilt oz no, that woozke that com⸗ 
meth not of faithe,is naught:where the kaithe of 
Chuilte is not the koundacion, there ts no good 
wooꝛke, what buyldyng ſoeuer we make. There 
is one woozke, in the whiche be all good wooꝛ⸗ 
kes, that is, faithe, whiche wooꝛketh by charitie: 
if thou haue it, thou haſt the grounde ot al good 
wooꝛkes, foꝛ the vertucs of ſtrength , wiſedom, 
temperance, and iuſtice, be all referred vnto this 
lame faith:without this faith, we haue not them 
but onely the names and ſhadowes of them, (as 
ſainct Auguſtine ſaieth). Al the life of them that 
lacke the true faithe , is ſpnne : and nothyng is 
good without hym that is the aucthoz of good⸗ 
nes: where he is not, there is but fained vertue, 
although it be in$ belt wozkes. And lainct Au⸗ 
guſtine declaryng this verle ofthe pſalme: The 
Turtle hath founde a neſt where ſhe maic kepe 
her yong birdes: lateth, that Jewes, heretiques 

and 
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and Pagans, doo good woozkes: thet clothe the 
naked , fede the pooze , and doo other wozkes of 
mercie, but becaule thet be not done in true 
faithe , therefoze the birdes be loſte. But if thei 
remain in faith, then faithe is the neſt and faue- 
gard of their birdes: that is to fate, ſauegard of 
their good wooꝛkes, that the reward of theim be 


not vtterly loſte. And this matter(whiche ſainct P. yocari. 
Auguſtine at large in many bookes dilputeth) Genrivm. 


ſainct Ambzole concludeth tn fewe wooꝛdes, ſai⸗ 
yng : He that by nature would withſtande vice, 
either by naturall will oz reaſon,He doth in vain 
garuiſhe the tyme of this life, and attetneth not 
the very true vertues: foz without the woztHtp- 
pyng of the true God, that whiche ſemeth to be 
vertue, is vice. And yet moſte plainly to this 
purpole wziteth ſainct Jhon Chzifoſtoin in this 
wile: p ou [Hall finde many, whiche haue not the 
true faithe, and be not ok the flocke of Chxiſte, 
and yet ( as it appereth)thei floꝛiſh in good woꝛ⸗ 
kes of mercie. Pot ſhall finde them full of pitie, 
compaſſion; and geuen to tuſtice; and yet fo2 all 
that, thet haue no fruicte of their woozkes , be⸗ 
caule the chief wozke lacketh: Foz when the Je⸗ 
wes aſked of Chzilte what thet ſhould doo to 
woozke good woozkes, he aunſwered: This is 
the woozke of God, to beleue in hym whom he 
ſent. So that he called faithe the woꝛke of God. 
And aſſone as a man hath faithe, anone he ſhall 
floziſhe in good wooꝛkes: fox faithe of it ſelf is 


ful of good woꝛzes, and nothyng is good with- 
= out 


Lib. i.ca.iii 


In ſermone 
de fide, lege 
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out faithe . And foz a ſimilitude , he ſaieth, that 
thet whiche gliſter and ſhyne in good woozkes 
without faithe in God, be like dedde men, wht- 
che haue goodly and pzectous tombes, and pet 
it auaileth theim nothyng . Faithe mate not be 
naked without woozkes, foz then it is no true 
faithe : and when it is adioyned to woozkes, vet 
it is aboue the woozkes. Foz as men that be ve⸗ 
tie men in deede.firſte haue life, and alter be no⸗ 
riſhed, ſo muſte our faithe in Chꝛiſte go befoze, 
and after be noziſhed with good woozkes , And 
life maie be without noziſhement, but noziſhe⸗ 
ment cannot be without like. A man mult nedes 
be noziſhed by good woozkes, but firſt he muſte 
haue faithe;he that doth good deedes, pet with- 
out faithe he hath not like. I can ſhewe a man, 
that by faithe without wooꝛkes liued, and came 
to heaue;but without faithe neuer man had like. 
The thick that was haged when Chꝛiſt ſuffered 
did beleue onely, and the moſte merciful GOD 
did iuſtifie hym. And becauſe no ma ſhal obtect, 
that he lacked tyme to do good wootkes, foꝛ cls 
he would haue doen them truthe it is and J wil 
not contende therein: but this will ſurely af- 
kirme, that faithe onely laued hym. Ik he had li⸗ 
ued, and not regarded faithe, and the woozkes 
thereot, he ſhould haue loſt his ſaluacion again. 
But this is the effecte that J fate, that faithe by 
it ſelf ſaued hym but wooꝛkes by themlelfes ne⸗ 
uer iuſtified any man . Here ye haue heard the 
mynde of ſainct Chuloſtome, whereby you mate 

percetue, 
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perceiue, that neither fatthe is without woozkes 

(haupng opoztunitte thercto.) noz wooꝛkes can 

auatle to eternall lite without faithe. 

NO VV to p2ocede to the thirde parte (wht- What woot? 
che in the koꝛmer Sermon was noted of faithe) . — of 
that is to fate , what maner of wooꝛkes thet be, faithe, 
whiche ſpꝛyng out of true faith, and leade faith- 
full men vnto eternall life: this cannot be kno- 
wen ſo wel, as by our ſautoz Chult himlelt, who _, 
was alked ofa certain greate man thelame que⸗ 
ſtion. What wozkes (Hall J do(fated a Pztnce) Matth. xix. 
to come to euerlaſtyng life : To whom Jelus 
aunſwered: it thou wilt come to the cternall life, Math. xix. 
kepe the commaundementes. But the pꝛince not 
ſatiſtied herewith, aſked farther, whiche com⸗ 
maundementes - The Scribes and Phariſeis 
had made ſo many ot their awne lawes and tra⸗ 
dictons to bzyng men to heauen, beſide Gods 
commaundemctes, that this man was in doubt, 
whether he tHould come to heaue by thole lawcs 
and tradicions oꝛ by the lawes of GOD: And 
thereloꝛe he aſked Chriſte, whiche connnaunde⸗ 
mentes he mente: Wherunto Chꝛiſte made hym 
a plain aunſwer reherſyng the connnaundemen⸗ ; 
tes of God ſaiyng:thou ſhalt no kill, thou ſhalt Matth. xix. 
not commit adultery, thou ſhalt not ſteale thou 
ſhalte not beare falſe witneſſe, honoz thy father 
and mother, and loue thy neighboꝛ as thy ſelf. — 4 2 
By whiche wooꝛdes Chziſte declared, that the heauen, de the 
lawes of God, be the very wate that do leade to w2ozkes of 


eternall like, and not the tradicions, and lawes bementes. 


J.. of 


of men. So þ this is to be taken foꝛ a moſte true 

leſſon taught by Chziſtes awne mouthe that the 
ln woozkes of the moꝛal cõmaundementes of God 
from Godes be the very true wooꝛkes of faith, whiche leave, 
— to the blelled life tocome. But the blindenes and 
euer ren redy Malice of man, euen fro the beginning hath euer 
duda deu been redy to tall fro Gods commaundementes. 
wozkesof his As Adam the firſt man hauing but one comaun 
due to peace Demet, that he ſhould not cate of the ftuit fozbid 
God withall, den, notwithſtandyng Gods commaundement, 
he gaue credite vnto the woman , ſeduced by the 

ſubtile perſwaſton of the ſerpent, and fo folowed 

his awne wil:x left Gods comaundemente.And 

euer lence that tyme, all his ſucceſſton hath been 

to blinded though oztginal ſinne that thei haue 

been euer tedy to decline from God and his law 

c to inuent anew wate vnto ſaluacion, by wooꝛ⸗ 

kes of their awne deuiſe:ſo much, that almoſt al 

the wozld fozſakyng the true honoz of the onely 

eternal, liuyng God, wandzed about their awne 
phantaſtes, woꝛſhippyng, lome the Dunne, the 
Woone,the Sterres:ſome Jupiter, Juno, Dia⸗ 

Thereuiſes na, Daturnus,Ipollo,Neptunus, Ceres Bac⸗ 
Gennes, Chus, and other dedde men and women: Some 
therewith not ſatiſcted, wozſhipped diuerſe kyn⸗ 

des of beaſtes, birdes, fiſhe, foule, and ſerpentes, 

euery region, toune, and hous, in a maner beyng 
diuided, and ſettyng vp Images of ſuche thyn⸗ 

ges as thei liked, à wozſhippyng p ſame. Suche 

was the rudeneſle of the people, after thei fell to 

their awne phantaſtes, and lefte the eternall li⸗ 


uyng 
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uing God and his commaundementes that thef 
deuiſed innumerable Images, and Goddes. In 
whiche erroz and blindnes thei did remain, vn- 
till ſuche tyme as almightie GOD, pitiyng the 
blyndneſſe of man, ſent his true Pꝛophete Mo⸗ 
ſes into the woꝛlde, to repꝛehende this extreme 
madneſſe, and to teache the people to knowe the 
onely liuyng God, and his true honoz and woꝛ⸗ 
ſhippe. But the cozrupt inclinacion ot man, was 
ſo muche geuen to folowe his awne phantaltes, 
and (as you would ſaie)to fauoz His awne bird, 
that he bꝛought vp hymſelk, that all the admo⸗ 
nictons,exhoztacions, benefites and thꝛeatenyn 
ges of God, could not kepe hym from ſuche his 
inuencions. Foz notwithſtandyng all the bene⸗ 
fites of God, ſhewed vnto the people of Jlraell, 
yet when Moles went vp into the mountain, to 
ſpeake with almightie God: he had taried there 
but a fewe dates, when the people beganne to in⸗ 


uent newe Goddes. And as it came in their hed= Exo.zxxii. 


des, thei made a calfe of gold, and kneled doune 
and woꝛſhipped it. And after that, thei folowed 
the Moabites, and wozſhipped Beelphegoz the 
Moabites God. Reade the boke of Judges, the 
bokes of the Kynges, and the Pꝛophetes, and 
there you (Hall finde, how inconſtant the people 
wer, how full of inuencions, and moze ready to 
runne after their awne phantalies , then Gods 
molte holy commaundementes. There ſhal you 
reade of Baall, Woloche , Chamos, Mechom, 
Baalpeoz, Aſtaroth, Beell the . 

ij. pus, 
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pus, the bꝛaſen Serpente, the twelue ſignes, and 
many other: vnto whole images, the people with 
greate deuocion, inuented Pilgrimages, pꝛeci⸗ 
oufly deckyng and cẽſyng them, knelyng doune 
and offeryng to theim, thynkyng that, an high 
merite befoze God, and to be eſtemed aboue the 
pꝛeceptes and commaundementes of God. And 
where at that tyme, God commaunded no facrt- 
fice to be made, but in Jeruſalem onelp, thei did 
cleane contrary, makyng aulters and ſacrifices 
euery where, in hilles, in wooddes.and inhoules 
not regardyng Gods commaundementes, but 
eſtemyng their awne phantaſies and deuocion 
to be better then them. And the ertoz hereof was 
ſo ſpꝛed abꝛzode, that not only the vnlearned peo⸗ 
ple, but alſo the pꝛieſtes and teachers of the peo⸗ 
ple, partly by glozy and auarice wer cozruptcd, 
and partly by ignoꝛaunce blyndly ſeduced with 
theſame abhonitnactons:So muche, that Kyng 
Achab, hauyng but onely Helias a true teacher 
aͤnd miniſter ot God, there were eight hundzed 
and tiftie pꝛieſtes that perlwaded hym to honoz 
Baall, and to do ſacrifice in the woodes oz gro⸗ 
ues. And lo continued that hoꝛrible erroz, vntill 
the thꝛee noble Kynges, as Joſaphat, Ezechias, 
and Joſias, Gods elect miniſters, deſtroyed the 
ſame clerely , and reduced the people from ſuche 
their fained inuencions, vnto the very commaũ⸗ 
dementes of GOD : foꝛ the whiche thyng, their 
immoꝛtall reward and gloꝛy, doth and ſhall re⸗ 
main with GO D fo: euer. | 
SES ; AND 
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AN belide the foꝛeſaied inuencions, the in⸗ geugiss and 
clinacion of man to haue his awie holy deuoci⸗ ces emong 


ons, deuiſed newe lectes and religions called 
phariſcts, Sadduces and Scribes with many 
holy and godly tradicions and ozdinaunces(as 
it ſemed, by the outward apparaunce and good⸗ 
ly gliſteryng ot the woozkes,) but in very deede 
all tendyng to Idolatrie, Superſticion and hy⸗ 
pocrily, their hartes within, beyng ful of malice 
pꝛide, coueteouſneſſe, and all iniquitie. Againſt 
whiche lectes,and their pꝛetẽſed holines, Chziſte 
cried out moꝛe vehemently , then he did againſt 
any other perſones, ſaiyng and often repetyng 
theſe woꝛdes: Wo be to you Scribes and Pha- 
riſeis, ye Hypocrites, foz you make cleane the 
veſſell without, but within you be full of rauyn 
and filthineſſe:thou blynd P hariſie, and Yypo- 
crite, firſte make the inwarde parte cleane. Foz 
notwithſtandyng al the goodly tradicions, and 
outward ſhewe of good wozkes,deuiled of their 
awne imaginacion, whereby thei appered to the 
woꝛlde, moſte religious and holy of all inen: pet 
Chꝛiſte, (who ſawe their hartes) knewe that thet 
wer inwardly in the light of G O D, moſte vn- 
holy, moſt abhominable, and fartheſt from God 
of all men. Therefoze lated he vnto theum: Hy⸗ 


the Jewes. 


Math. xxiii 


pocrites, the Pꝛophete Elate ſpake full truly of Matth. xv. 
vou, when he lated : This people honoꝛ me with Ecay. xxx. 


their lippes, but their Harte is karre from me: 
thet wozſhippe me in vain that teache doctrines 
and commaundementes of men: Foz you leaue 
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the commaundementes of G O D, to kepe your 
awne tradicions. 
AND though Chuilte ſaied, thet woꝛſhipped 
EOD in vain, that teache doctrines and com⸗ 
Mans lawcs maundementes of men : yet he meant not therby 
ved and kept, to Ouerthzowe all mennes commaundementes, 
4 1A fo: he himſelt was euer obedient to the Bzinces 
ov and their lawes, made foꝛ good oꝛdze and gouer 
naunce of the people: but he repꝛoued the lawes 
and tradicions, made by the Scribes and pha⸗ 
rilets, whiche wer not made only fo2 good oꝛdze 
of the people( as the Ciuill lawes were) but thei 
were lo highly extolled, that thei wer made to be 
à right and ſyncere wozſHipping of God as thei 
had been equall with Gods lawes oz aboue the: 
foʒ many of Gods lawes could not be kept, but 
wer fain to geue place vnto them. This arrogã⸗ 
cie God deteſted, that ma ſhould fo aduatice his 
lawes, to make theim equall with Gods lawes, 
wherein the true honoꝛyng and right wozſhip- 
pyng of God ſtandeth, and to make his lawes 
fo2 theim to be omitted. G D hath appoynted 
his lawes , whereby his pleaſute is to be hono⸗ 
red. Bis pleaſure ts alſo. that all mannes lawes 
beyng not contrary to his lawes , ſhalbe obeyed 
and kepte,as good and neceſſary foꝛ euery com- 
mon weale, but not as thynges, wherein punct- 
pally his honoꝛ reſteth. And all Ciuil and man⸗ 
nes lawes, either be oz ſhould be made, to induce 
men the better to obſerue Gods lawes that con⸗ 
lequently, God ſhould be the better yen by 
them. 
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them. Howbeit, the Scribes and Phariſeis wer 

not cotent, that their lawes ſhould be no higher 

eſtemed, then other poſitiue and ciuil lawes,ns2 

would not haue the called by the name ok other 

tempozal la wes, but called them holy and godly 
tradicions, and would haue theim eſtemed, not Holy cradict- 
onely fo2 a right and true woꝛſhippyng of God: nd ar de 
(as Gods lawes be in dcede ) but allo to be the lawes. 
moſte high honoꝛyng of God, to the whiche.the 
commaundementes of God ſhould geue place. | 
And fo this cauſe, did Chꝛiſte ſo vehementely Luke. xvi. 
ſpeake againſt the , ſaiyng: your tradiciõs whi⸗ 

che men eſteme ſa high, be abhominacion befoze 

God. Foz commonly, of ſuche tradicions folo⸗ 

weth the tranſgreſſion of Gods commaundeme- Waun denne 
tes, and à moze deuocion in the obſeruyng of is commoniy 
ſuche thynges, and a greater conſcience in bzea- Sg enk 
kyng ok them, then of the commaundementes ok kended. 
God. As the Scribes and Phariſeis ſo ſuper- 

ſticioully and ſcrupulouſly kepte the Dabboth, 

that thet were offended with Chꝛiſte, becauſe he 

healed ſicke men, and with his Apoſtles, becauſe Math. xii. 
thet beyng ſoze hungery , gathered the cares of 

cozne to eate, vpon that date. Ind becauſe his 

dilctples waſſhed not their handes ſo often as 

the tradictons required, the Scribes and Pha⸗ 

ri eis quereled with Chꝛiſte ſaiyng: why do thy Match. xv. 
diſciples bzeake the tradicions of the ſeniours? 

But Chꝛiſte obiected againſt them.that thei fox 

to oblerue their awne ttadicions, did teache men 

to bzeake the verte commaundemen tes of God. 


Foz 
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Fo! thet taught the people ſuche a deuocis, that 
thei offered their goodes into the treaſure hous 
of the temple, vnder the pzctence of Gods hono2 
leauyng their fathers-and mothers (to whom 
thet were chiefly bounde ) vnholpen: and ſo thei 
bzake the commaundementes of GOD.tokepe 
their awne tradictons . Thet eſtemed inoze an 
othe,made by the gold oz oblacton in the temple 
then an othe made in the name of God hymſelk, 
o2 of the temple. Thet wer moze ſtudtous to pay 
their tithes of ſmal thynges, then to do the grea⸗ 
ter thynges commaunded of God, as woozkes 
of mercie, oz to doo iuſtice, oz to deale ſincerely, 
| vpꝛightly, and faithefully, with God and man: 
Mat. xxiii, (thele ſateth Chziſte ought to be doen and the o⸗ 
ther not omitted). And to be ſhozte.thet wer of fo 
blynd iudgement, that thei ſtombled at a ſtrawe 
and leped ouer a blocke.Thet would (as it wer) 
nicely take a flie out of their cuppe , and dꝛynke 
doune a whole Camell.And therfoze Chuit cal⸗ 
led them blynde guydes, warnyng his diſciples 
from time to tyme, to elchewe their doctrine. Foz 
although thei ſemed to the wozlde, to be moſte 
pertecte men, bothe in liuyng and teachyng : pet 
was their like but Hypocriſie, and their doctrine 
but lower leuen, mixte with luperſticion, Jdola- 
try, and pꝛepoſterous iudgement:ſettyng vp the 
tradicions and oʒdinaunces of man in the ſtede 
of Gods commaundementes , Thus haue vou 
heard, how muche the woꝛlde frõ the begiunyng 
vntill Chaiſtes tyme , was euer ready to fall ” 
the 
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the commaundeinentes of god, and to ſeke other 
meanes to honoꝛ and ſerue him atter a deuocion 
imagined of their awne heddes: and how thei ex 
tolled their awne tradicions, as high oz aboue 
Gods commaundementes , whiche bath happe- 
ned alſo in our times(the moꝛe it is to be lamen 
ted) no leſſe then it did emong the Jewes, and 
that by the cozrupcion, oꝛ at the leait, by the ne⸗ 
gligence of them, that chiefly ought to haue pꝛe⸗ 
ferred Gods coinaundeinentes,and to haue pꝛe⸗ 
ſerued the ſyncere and heauenly doctrineleft by 
Chꝛiſte. What man hauyng any iudgemente 02 
learnyng, ioyned with a true zeale vnto GOD, 
doth not ſe and lamẽt to haue entred into Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtes religion, ſache falle doctrine;Superſticion; 
Jdolatrie.Yypocrily, and other enozmities and 
abuſes ſo as by litle and litle thꝛough the ſower 
leuen therof the lwete bꝛead of Gods holy woꝛd 
hath been muche hindered and lated apart. Ne- 
uer had the Jewes in their moſte blyndeneſſe, ſo 
many Pilgrimages vnto Images, noz vſed ſo 
muche knelyng,kiſſpng,and cenlyng of them, as 
hath been vled in our tyme. 

S ECT Es and feined religions were neither 
the foꝛtie parte ſo many emong the Jewes, no2 
moꝛe luperſticiouſly and vngodly abuſed then 
of late dates thet haue been emong vs. Whiche 
ſectes and religions, had lo many Hypocriticall 
woozkes in their ſtate ot religion (as ther arro- 
gantly named it) that their lampes (as thet ſaid) 
ranne alwates ouer, able to not „ 
A.. their 
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their awne ſynnes, but alſo all sthcr their bene⸗ 
facto2s,bzothers and ſiſters of their religion, as 
moſte vngodly and craftely thei had petrlwaded 
the multitude of ignoꝛant people: kepyng in di⸗ 
uerſe places (as it were) martes oz markettes of 
merites, beyng ful of their holy Reliques, Ima⸗ 
ges, ſhʒines, and woozkes of ſupererogacion, re⸗ 
dy to be ſolde. And all thynges whiche thei had, 
wer called holy, holy Coules, holy Girdles, holy 
Pardoned Beades , holy Shooes, holy Rules, 
and all full of holineſſe. And what thyng can be 
moze fooliſhe,moze Duperſticious,oz vugodly, 
then that inen, women and childze, ſhould weare 
a Friers coote, to deliuer theim from agues oz 
Peſtilence, oʒ whe ther dye, oꝛ when thet wer bu⸗ 
tied, cauſe it to be caſte vpon them in hope ther⸗ 
by to be ſaued. Whiche ſuperſticion, although 
(thakes be to God) it hath been litle vſed in this 
realme. vet in diuerſe other realmes, it hath been 
and pet is vled, bothe emong many, bothe lear⸗ 
ned and vnlearned . But to paſſe ouer the innu⸗ 
merable Superſticiouſneſſe, that hath been in 
ſtraũge apparel,in lence, in doꝛmitoꝛp, in cloy⸗ 
ltcr.in chapter; in choyle of meates and in dꝛyn⸗ 
kes, and in ſuche like thynges: Let vs conſider, 
what enozmities and abuſes haue been, in the 
thꝛee chiek pzinctpall pointes, whiche thei called 
the three ellenctalles * rob that is to ſaie, 
obedtence, chaſtitie, and wilkult pouertie. 
FIRST, vnder pzetenſe of obedience to their 
father in Religion ( whiche obedtence thei made 
themleltes), 
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themlelfes)thet wer exempted by theit rules and 
canons , from the obedtence of their naturall fa- 
ther and mother, and from the obedtence of Em⸗ 
pero and Ryng, and all tempozal power, whom 
of verte duetie by Godes lawes, thet wer bound 
to obeye. Ind lo the pꝛokeſſion of their obedience 
not due, was a renunctacton of their due obedi⸗ 
ence. And how their pzofeſſion of Chaſtitie was 
obſerued , it is inoze honeſtie to paſſe ouer in ſi⸗ 
lence, and let the wozlde iudge of that, whiche is 
well knowen, then with vnchaſt wooꝛdes by ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſyng of their vnchaſt like to offend chaſt and 
Godly eares . Ind as foz their wilfull pouertie, 
it was ſuche.that whe in poſſeſſtos, icwels, plate 
and riches, thet wer equall oz aboue marchaun⸗ 
tes, Gentlemen, Barons, Erles,and Dukes, vet 
by this ſubtile ſophiſticall terme, Proprium in cõ- 
muni, thei deluded the wozlde, perſwadyng that 
notwithſtadyng all their poſſcſſtons and riches: 
yet thei obſerued their vowe, and were in wilfull 
pouertie. But koz al their riches,thet might nei⸗ 
ther helpe father noz mother, noꝛ other that were 
in deede very nedy and pooze, without the licẽce 
ok their father Abbot, Pꝛioꝛ, oz warden. And yet 
thet might take of euery man, but thei might not 
geue ought to any man, no not to theim, whom 
the lawes of God bounde theim to helpe. And lo 
thꝛough theit tradicions and rules, the lawes of 
God could beare no rule with theim. And there⸗ 
foze of theim might be moſte truely (ated that, 
whiche Chziſte lpake vnto the Pariſcts , you 
19 57 K. ij. bzcake 
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Matth. xv. bzeake the commaundementes of God by your 
tradicions,you honoz GOD with your lippes, 
but your hartes be farre from him. And the lon- 
ger pꝛaiers thet vſed by date and by nighte, vn- 
der pꝛetenſe of ſuche holines, to get the fauoz of 
Widowes # other ſimple folkes, that thei might 
ſyng Trentals and ſerutice foz their hulbandes 
and frendes, and admitte them into their ſuffra- 
ges, the moꝛe truely is verified of theim the ſai⸗ 

Mat. xxiii, png of Chult: wo be to you Scribes and Pha- 
riſets . Hypocrites, foʒ you deuoure Widowes 
houles, vnder coloure ot long pꝛaiers, therefoze 
your dampnacion ſhalbe the greater. Wo be to 
vou Scribes and phariſeis, Hypocrites, foꝛ you 
go aboute by ſea and by lande, to make mo No- 
uices and newe bꝛethꝛen, and when thet be ad⸗ 
mitted of your ſecte you make them the childꝛen 
of helle, wozle then your ſelfes bee. Yono? be to 


God, who did put light in the harte of 1 kaith⸗ 


full and true miniſter of moſte famous memoꝛy 
K yng Henry the. vIII. and gaue hym the know- 
ledge of his wozde.# an earneſt affeccion to ſeke 
his glozy, and to put awatie all ſuche Superſti⸗ 
cious and Pharilaicall ſeetes by Antichziſte in⸗ 
ucted.and let vp againſt the true woꝛde of God 
and gloꝛy of his moſte bleſſed name, as he gaue 
the like ſpirit vnto the moſte noble and kamous 
Pzinces, Joſaphat. Joſias and E3echias. God 
graunte all vs the Kynges highneſſefaithefull 
and true ſubiectes to fede of the ſwete and lauo⸗ 
rie bzead of Godes awne wooꝛde, and as Chriſt 
1 £ commaunded) 
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commaunded ) to eſchewe all our Phariſaicall 
and papiſticall leuen of mannes feined religio. 
Whiche, although it wer befoze God, moſte ab- 
homtnable and contrary to Gods commaunde⸗ 
mentes,and Chuſtes pute religion, yet it was 
extolled.to be a moſte Godly life, # higheſt ſtate 
of perfection. A's though a man might be moze 
Godly and moze perfecte by kepyng the rules, 
tradicions and p2ofeſſtons of men, then by ke- 
pyng the holy commaundentes of GSO D. And 
b2tetly to paſſe ouer the vngodly and counterket 
religios:let vs rcherle lome other kyndes of pa- 
piſtical ſuperſticions and abules, as of Beades 
of Lady Pſalters and Roſartes, of. x v. Oos, of 
ſatnct Barnardes Uerles.,of ſainct Agathes let⸗ 
ters, ot Purgatozy, of Maſſes Satil tactozp, of 
Stacions and Jubilies, of feined Keliques of 
halowed Beades, Belles, Bzeade, Water, Pal⸗ 
mes, Candelles, Fire and ſuche other: of Super 
ſtictous faſtynges, ot Fraternities, of Pardons 
with ſuche like marchandile, whiche wer lo eſte⸗ 
med and abuſed to the great pꝛeiudice of Gods 
gloꝛʒp and cõmaundementes, that thei wer made 
moſte high and moſte holy thynges, whereby to 
attein to the eternall life ; oꝛ remiſſion of ſynne. 
Pea allo. vain inuencions, vntruicttful Ceremo⸗ 


Other deui⸗ 


ſes and Cupcr 


ſticions. 


nies and vngodly Lawes, Decrees and Coun- Decrecs and 
failes of Rome. wer in ſuche wiſe aduaũced that alles. 


nothyng was thought comparable in aucthou- 
tie, wiſedom, learnyng, and Godlines, vnto the. 


So that the lawes ol Rome. wy 
1 5 5 | ij. to 
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fo be recetued of al men, as the foure Euangelt- 
ſtes : to the whiche all lawgs of Pztnces muſte 
geue place. And the law od allo partly were 
omitted and leſſe eſtemed, that thelaid lawes, de⸗ 
crees and Counſailes with their tradicions and 
Ceremonies, might be moze duely oblerued and 
had in greatc reuerence. Thus was the people 
thzough ignozaunce fo blynded, with the good⸗ 
ly ſhewe and apparaunce of thoſe thynges, that 
thet thought the obſeruyngok them to be a moze 
holineſſe, a mote pertecte ſeruice and honoꝛyng 
of God, and nioze pleaſyng to God, then the ke- 
pyng of Godes commaundemetes.Duche hath 
been the cozrupt inclinacton ot man euer, ſuper⸗ 
ſticioufly geuen to make new honozyng of God, 
of his awne hedde, and then to haue moꝛe affec- 
cion and deuocion to obſerue that, then to ſerche 
out Gods holy commaundeinentes and to kepe 
them. And furthermoze, to take Gods commaũ⸗ 
dementes ko mennes commaundeinentes , and 
mennes commaundementes foꝛ Gods commaũ 
demẽtes. vea, and foz the higheſt, and moſte per⸗ 
fecte and holy of all Gods commaundementes. 
And ſo was all confuſed, that ſcant well learned 
men, and but a ſmall nombꝛe of thetm, knewe,oz 
at the leaſt would knowe, and durſte affirme the 
trueth, to ſeperate Godes commaundementes 
from thc commaundementes of men: wherupon 
dtd grow muche 5 uperſticion, Idalatrp, 
vain religion, pꝛepoſterous iudgemente, greate 
contencion, with al vngodly liupng. . 

7 Wherekoze, 
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VVHEREFORE,as pou haue any zeale to zneroztacion 
the right and pure honoꝛyng of GOD : as pou !9thekepyns 
haue any regard to your awne ſoules, and to the maundemen⸗ 
life that is to come, whiche is both without pain s. 
and without end, applie you ſeltes chiefly aboue 
all thyng, ro reade and to heare Godes wooꝛde: 
marke diligẽtly therin what his wil is you ſhal 
do, and with all your endeuoz applie pour ſelfes 
to folowe theſame. Fitſt you muſt haue an aſſy- a_—_ — 
red faith in GOD , and geue your ſelfes wholy commaunde⸗ 
vnto hym , loue hym in pꝛolperitie and aduerſi⸗ wentes. 
tie, and dꝛead to offend hun euermoze. Then foz 
his ſake, loue al men, ktendes and fooes, becauſe 
thei bee his creacion and Image, and redemed 
by Chriſte as ye ace . Caſt in pour myndes how 
you mate doo good vnto all men, vnto your po⸗ 
wers, and hurte no man. Obeye all your ſuperi⸗ 
02S and gouernoꝛs, ſerue your maſters faithful- 
ly and diligentely, aſwell in their abſence as in 
their pꝛeſence, not fo2 dꝛead of puniſhment one- 
ly, but foz conſcience ſake, knowing that you are 
bounde fo to do by Godes commaundementes. 

Dilobep not your fathers and mothers, but ho- 

noꝛ them, help them, and pleafe them to pour po⸗ 

wer. Oppꝛeſſe not, kil not, beate not, neither ſlaũ 

der noꝛ hate any man: But loue all men, ſpeake 

well ot all men, helpe and ſuccoꝛ euery man , as 

you maie, pea, euen pour enemies that hate vou, 

that ſpeake euill of pu, and that do hurte pou. 

Take no manes goodes, noꝛ couete your neigh⸗ 

bo2s goodes wꝛongkully, but cõtent your 4 

wit 
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with that, whiche pe get truely, and alſo beſtowe 


pour awne goodes charitably as neede and caſe 


requtreth.Flee all Jdolatrie,WVitchecrafte,and 
pertury.Conimit no maner of adulterp;fozntca= 
cion, noz other vnchaſtneſſe, in will noz in deede 
with any other mannes wife , widowe, maide oz 
otherwile. And trauailyng cotinually,du- 
ryng your lite, thus in the obleruyng 
the commaundementes of God, 
( wherin cõliſteth the pure 
pꝛincipall, and direct 
honour of God, 
 _..._ And wht- 
che wzought in faithe, 
God hath 
oꝛdeined to bee 
the right trade and 
pathe — vnto heauen :/ 
 - pow ſhall not faile, as Chaiſte - 
bath pꝛomiſed to come to that bleſſed 
and etcrnall life where vou ſhal 
liue in glozy and top with 
8 GDS foʒ euer. To 
whom be laude 
honoz, and 
impe⸗ 
rie, 
foz euet and 
euer. 
AME N. 


¶ An Homilie ot Chꝛiſtian 


Loue and Charitie. 


tobe — 4 vnto Chats 
an people there is nothyng 


e moze neceſſarie to be woken 
Pot and daiely called vpon, 
N FA then charitie, alwell, foꝛ that 
al maner of wozkes of righ- 
XXV vceoulineſſe be conteined in it. 
as alſo "that the . thereot, is the ruyne of the 
woulde, the baniſhement of vertue, and the cauſe 
of all vice. And fo2 lo muche as almoſte euery 
man, maketh and krameth to himſelf charitie af- 
ter his awne appetite, and how deteſtable ſoeuer 
his life be, bothe vnto God and man, yet he per⸗ 
ſwadeth hymſelf ſtill that he hath charitie: ther⸗ 
fozc you ſhal heare now a true and plain delcri⸗ 
pcion of Charitie, not of mennes imaginacion, 
but of the very wooꝛdes and example of our la⸗ 
utoz Jelus Chult. In whiche delcripcion euery 
man, (as it wer in a glaſſe)mate conſidze hymſelf 
and ſee plainly without crroz , whether he bee in 
the true charitie oz not. 
CHARITIE is to loue GOD withall our bat has 
harte, all our life and all our powers a ſtrength: © 
With all our harte, that is to (ate, that our har⸗Theioueot 
tes, mynd and ſtudie , be let to beleue his wozde, 8 O D. 
to truſte in hym and to loue hym aboue al other 
thynges that we loue beſt, in heauẽ oz in pearth: 
ih all your life, that is to ſate, that our chiet 
Lf. tope 
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toy and delight be ſet vpon hym, and his honoꝛ 
and our whole life geuen vnto the ſeruice of him 
aboue al thynges, with hym to liue and dye, and 
to fozlake all other thynges , rather then hym. 
Matth.z, Foz he that loueth his father oꝛ mother, ſonne oz 
daughter, hous oz lande, moze then me ( lateth 
Chuille)ts not wozthy to haue me: With all our 
powers, that is to lay.that with our handes and 
feete, with our iyes and cares, our mouthes and 
tongues, and with all other partes and powers, 
bothe of body and ſoule, wee ſhould be geuen to 
the kepyng and fulfillpng of his commaunde- 
mentes. This ts the firſte and pꝛincipall part of 
a tous of charitie, but it is not the whole:foz charitie is al 
o nelghbor ſg to loue euery man, good and euill frende and 
fo: and whatlocuer cauſe be geuen to the contra⸗ 
rie, vet neuertheleſſe to beare good wil and harte 
vnto euery man, to vſe our lelfes wel vnto them, 
alwell in woozdes and countenaunce , as in all 
our outwarde actes and deedes . Foz lo Chailte 
hymſelt taught, & lo allo he perfozined in deede. 
Ok the loue of God, he taught in this wile, vnto 
a doctoz of the lawe that aſked him, whiche was 
the greate and chieke commaundemente in the 
Math. xxii. uwe: Loue thy Lozde God(lated Chailte) with 
all thy harte, with all thy life and with all thy 
mynde. And ok the loue that we ought to haue e⸗ 
mong our lelfes eche to other, he teacheth vs 
Match v, thus , you haue heard it taught in tymes paſte: 
thou ſhalt loue thy frende, and hate thy koe, but 
J tell you, loue pour enemies, ſpeake well of bo 
tha 


Ok Charitie. 
that diffaine you and ſpeake euill of you, do wel 
to theim that hate you, p2atc to2 them, that vere 
and perſecute vou, that you mate be the childzen 
of your father that is in heauen. Foz he maketh 
his ſunne to tile bothe vpon the cuil and good, 


and lendeth rain to iuſte and vniuſte. Foz it you Matth. v. 


loue them that loue pou, what reward ſhall you 
haue: Doo not the Publicans likewiſe: And if 
you ſpeake well onely of them, that be your bꝛe⸗ 
thzen and derebeloued frendes, what great mat⸗ 
ter is that : Doo not the Heathen theſame alſoz 
Thele be the very wooꝛdes of our lautoz Chull 
hymlelf,touchyng the loue of our netghboz.And 
foz aſmuche as the Phariſeis (with their moſte 
peſtilente tradicions, falſe interpꝛetacions and 
gloſes) had coꝛrupted, and almoſte clerely ſtop⸗ 
ped vp, this pure well of Godes litely wooꝛde, 
teachyng, that this loue and charitie perteined 
onely to a mannes krendes, and that it was ſuftt- 
cient foʒ a man to loue them whiche do loue him 
and to hate his fooes : therefoze Chziſte opened 
this wel again, pourged it, and ſcoured it, by ge⸗ 
uyng vnto his Hodly lawe of Charitie, a true 
and clere interpꝛetacion, whiche is this: that we 
ought to loue euery man, bothe frende and fooe, 
addyng thereto, what commoditie we ſhall haue 
thereby, and what incommoditie by dooyng the 
contrary. What thyng can we wiſhe fo good foz 
vs, as the eternal heauenly kather to repute and 
take vs fo2 his childzen! And this ſhall we bee 
{ure of ( fateth Chꝛʒiſte,) if wee loue euery man 
| L. ij. without 
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Mat. xxvi. 


without excepcion. And if we do otherwiſe (faith 
he ) we be no better then the Pharileis, Publi⸗ 
cans, and Heathen, and ſhall haue our rewarde 
with theim, that is, to be excluded from the nom⸗ 
ber of Godes electe childzen and from his euer⸗ 
laſtyng inheritaunce in heauen. 

TH 5 ok true Charitie, Chziſte taught, that 
euery man is bound to loue God aboue al thyn⸗ 
ges, and to loue euery man, trend and kooe. And 
thus likewiſe he did vle hymlelf,cxhhoztyng his 
aduerlartes, rebukyng the faultes of his aduer⸗ 
laries,and when he could not amende theim, yet 
he pꝛaied foz theim. Firſte he loued God his fa- 
ther aboue all thynges.ſomuche that he ſoughte 
not his awne glozy. and will, but the glozy and 
will of his father. ſcke not(fard he)mpne awne 
will, but the will of hym that ſent me. Noz he re⸗ 
fuled not to dye, to ſatiſtie his fathers will, lai⸗ 
yng:it᷑ it mate be, let this cuppe of death go from 
me, i not, thy will be doen, and not myne. He lo⸗ 
ued not onely his frendes, but alſo his enemies, 
whichel in their hartes) bare exceading great ha⸗ 
tred againſt hym, and in their tongues ſpake al 
euill ot hym, and in their actes and deedes pur⸗ 
fied hym, with all their might and power, cuen 
vnto death. pet al this notwithſtãdyng, he with 
dꝛewe not his kauoꝛ from theim, but ſtill loued 
them, pꝛeached vnto them ot loue.rebuked their 
falſe doctrine, their wicked liuing and did good 
vnto them paciently acceptyng, whatſoeuer thei 
ſpabe, oꝛ did againſt hym, When thet gaue hom 

| | cunt 


Ok Charitie. 


euill woozdes, he gaue none euill again: when 
thei did ſtrike hym, he did not finite again, and 
when he luſtered death, he did not fee theim, no2 
thzeaten thein, but pꝛaied foʒ them, and referred 
all thynges to his tathers will. And as a ſhepe 
that is led vnto the ſhambles to be ſlain, and as 
a lambe that is ſhozne ot his flele, make no noyſe 
no: reſiſtence, euen lo wente he vnto his deathe, 
without any repugnaunce oz openyng ok his 
mouthe, to late any cutll. 

TH s haue J deſcribed vnto vou, what cha⸗ 
ritie is, aſwell by the doctrine, as by the example 
of Chꝛiſt hymſelf, Wherby alſo euery man mate 
without erro2 knowe himlelt, what ſtate and cõ⸗ 
dicion he ſtandeth in, whether he be in Tharitie, 
(and ſo the child of the father in heauen ) oz not. 
Foꝛ, although almoſte euery man perlwadeth 
hymſlelk to bee in Charitie, yet let hum examyne 
none other man, but his awne harte, his life and 
conuerſacion, and he ſhall not bee deceiued but 
truely decerne and iudge, whether he bee in per⸗ 
fect charitie oz not. Foꝛ he that foloweth not his 
awne appetite and will, but geueth hymlelk ear⸗ 
neſtly to God, to do all his will and commaun⸗ 
dementes, he mate be luxe, that he loueth GOD 
aboue all thynges, and els ſurely he loueth hym 
not, whatſoeuer he pꝛetende: as Chꝛiſt ſatd, if ye 
loue me, kepe my commaundemẽtes. Foꝛ he that 
knoweth my cömaundementes, and kepeth therm 
he it is (laied Chꝛiſte) that loucth me. And again 


Eſaie. liii. 


Ihon, xiiii. 


he ſaith: he that loueth me, will kepe my woꝛdc, ⁊ 
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my father will loue hym, and we wil bothe come 
to hym, and dwell with hym. And he that loucth 
me not, wil not kepe my woozdes. And likewile, 
he that beareth good harte and mynd,and vleth 
well his toungue and deedes vnto cuery man, 
krende and fooe . he maie knowe thereby that he 
hath Charitte . And then he is ſure alſo, that al⸗ 
mightie G O D taketh hym fox his deere belo⸗ 
i. Ihon.iii. ued ſonne, as ſaincte Jhon ſaieth:Hereby mani⸗ 
keſtly are knowen the childzen of O D, from 
the childꝛen of the deuill: Foz wholoeuer dooth 

not louc his bother, belongeth not vnto God. 
Againtte -: BYT the peruerle nature of man, cozrupte 
will not fe: with ſynne, and deſtitute of Godes wooꝛde and 
genetheirene grace, thinketh it againſt all reaſon, that a man 
f ould loue his enemie, and hath many perlwa⸗ 
ſions, whiche induce hym to the conttary. Aga⸗ 
inſt al whiche reaſons, we ought alwell to ſet the 
techyng, as the liuyng of our lauioꝛ Chʒiſt, who 
louyng vs ( whẽ we wer his enemies) doth teach 
vs to loue our enemies. He did pacientely take 
foz vs many repꝛoches, luffered beatyng, and 
moſte cruell death. Therefoze wee bee no mem- 
bꝛes of hym, if we will not folowe hym . Chziſte 
6Peter.ii. ({ateth (ainct Peter) ſuffered fox vs, leauyng an 

| example that we ſhould folowe hym. 

EVRTHERMORE.wemuſt contider , that 
to loue our frendes, is no moze but that, whiche 
thefes, adulterers homicides, and al wicked per 
ſones do:in ſo muche, that Jewes, Turkes, In⸗ 
fidelles,and all bzute beaſtes, do loue them that 


e 
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be their krendes, of whom thei haue their liuyng 
02 any other benefites . But to loue enemies, is 
the pꝛopꝛe condicion onely of theim, that be the 
childꝛen of O D, the dilciples and folowers of 
Chꝛiſt. Not withſtandyng mannes froward and 
cozrupt nature, wateth ouer depely many tymes 
the offence and diſpleaſure doen vnto hym by e- 
nemies, and thinketh it a burden intollerable to 
be bounde to loue theim, that hate hym. But the 
burden ſhould be eaſie enough, ik (on the other 
ſide)euery man would colider, what diſpleaſure 
he hath doen to his enemie again, and what ple⸗ 
ſure he hath receiued ol his enemie. And ik wee 
kinde no equal recompence, neither in receiuyng 
pleaſures of our enemie, noz in rẽdꝛʒyng diſplea- 
ſures vnto hym again:then let vs pode the diſ⸗ 
plealures, whiche we haue doen againſt almigh 
tie God, how often, and how greuouſly we haue 
offended hym. Whereok, if we will haue of God 
koꝛgeueneſſe, we muſte needes foꝛgeue the offen⸗ 
ces doen vnto vs, whiche be very ſmall in com⸗ 
pariſon of our offences doen againſt God. 

AND if we cõſidze, that he, whiche hath offen- 
ded vs, deſerueth not to be foꝛgeuen of vs let vs 
conſider again, that we muche lelſe deſerue to be 
koꝛgeuen of GOD . And although our enemie 
delerue not to be foꝛgeuen koꝛʒ his awne lake pet 
we ought to foꝛgeue hym foz Godes loue, conſi⸗ 
detyng how great and many benekites we haue 
receiued of hym , without our deſertes and that 
Chꝛiſte hath deſerued of vs, that foz his cho 0 

ould 
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| ſhould fo2geue theim their treſpaſſes committed 
B V There mate riſe a neceſſary queſtion to be 
diſſolued: It Charitie require to thynke, ſpeake 
and do well vnto euery man, bothe good and e⸗ 
uill: how can Magiſtrates execute iuſtice vpon 
malefactozs with Charitie⸗How can thei caſte 
euill men in pꝛiſon, take awate their gooddes, 
and ſome tyme their lifes accoꝛdyng to lawes, ik 

charitie will not luffre theim lo to do. 

HERE VN¶T O is a plain and a bziefe aun⸗ 
ſwere, that plagues and puniſhementes bee not 
euill of themſeltes, if thei be well taken of inno⸗ 
centes. And to an euill man, thet are bothe good 
and neceſſary, and mate be executed, accoꝛdyng 
to Charitie, and with Charitie ſhould be execu⸗ 
ted. Foz declaracion whereof, you ſhall vnder⸗ 

Charity hath (Tande , that Charitie hath twoo dffices: the one 
ewoo offices, Contrary to the other, and yet bothe neceſſarie to 
be vled vpon men of contrary ſoꝛte, and dilpoli⸗ 

cion. The one office of Charitie is, to cheriſhe 

good and innocente men, not to oppzeſle theim 

with falſe accuſacions, but to encozage the with 

rewardes to do well, and to perſeuer in well do⸗ 
png.defendpug them with the [wozde from their 

| aduerſaries. And the office of biſhoppes and pa 
1 ſtoꝛs, is to pꝛaiſe good men foz well doyng, that 
if thei may perleuer therin,and to rebuke and coꝛ⸗ 
15 recte by the wooꝛde of God, the offences and cri⸗ 
mes of all euill dilpoled perlones. Foz the other 
office of Charitie is, to rebuke, cozrecte and pu⸗ 


niſhe 
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niſhe vice, without acceptacion of perſones, and 
this is to be vled againſt theim onely, that be e⸗ 
uill men and malefacto2s . And that it is alwell 
the office of charitie, to rebuke, punilhe, and coꝛʒ⸗ 
recte theim that be euill, as it is, to cheriſhe and 
reward them that be good and innocet: Sainct 
Paule declareth,(wutyng to the Romayns ) lai⸗ 


yng: that the high powers are o2deined of God, Roma xi. 


not to be dꝛeadtull to them that do well, but vn- 
to malefacto2s, to dꝛàwe the ſwoꝛʒd, to take ven- 
geaunce ot hym that committeth the lynne. And 


lainct Paule biddeth Timothe, conſtantely and . Timo. v. 


vehemently, to rebuke ſpnne , by the wooꝛde of 
God. So that bothe offices ſhould be diligent⸗ 
ly executed to impugne the kyngdome of the de= 
uill:the pꝛeacher with the woꝛde, and the gouer⸗ 
102 with the fkwo2de . Els thei loue neither God, 
noꝛ theim whom thet gouerne.ic(foz lake of coꝛ⸗ 
reccton ) ther wiltully ſuffre God to be offended, 
and them whom thei gouerne to periſhe. Foz as 
euery louyng father coꝛrecteth his naturall (one 
when he doth amiſſe oꝛ els he loueth hym not: ſo 
all gouerno2s of Realmes, Countreis, Tounes, 
and houles.ſhould louyngly cozrecte them, whi⸗ 
che bee offenders vnder their gouernaunce, and 
cheriſh them whiche liue innotently, ik thei haue 
any reſpecte, either vnto God and their office oʒ 
loue vnto them ot whom thei haue gouernaũce. 
And ſuche rebukes and puniſhementes of theum 
that offende, multe be doen in due tyme leaſt by 
delaie, the offendoꝛs fall * all ma⸗ 
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ner of miſchiek, and not onely be euil themſelkes, 
but alſo doo hurte vnto many men, dꝛawyng o⸗ 
ther by their euill example, to ſynne and outrage 
after them. As one thief mate bothe robbe many 
men, and alſo make many theifes , and one ſedi⸗ 
ctous petſon may allure many, and noy a whole 
toune 02 countrey. And luche euill perſones that 
be ſo greate offenders of G O D , and the com⸗ 
mon weale, Charitie requircth to be cut of from 
the body of the common weale.leaſt thei coꝛtupt 
other good and honeſt perſones: Like as a good 
Surgion cutteth awaie a putrified, and a feſte- 
red membꝛe, fo2 loue he hath to the whole body, 
leaſt it infecte other membzes adioynyng to it. 
Thus tt is declared vnto you, what true Chari⸗ 
tie oʒ Chꝛiſtian loue is, ſo plainly , that no man 
neede to bee deceiued. Whiche loue, wholocuer 
kepeth, not onely towarde G O D ( whom he is 
bounde to loue aboue all thynges ) but alſo to⸗ 
ward his neighboz.alwell frende as fooe, it ſhall 
ſurely kepe hym from at offence of God, and iuſt 
offence of man. Therefoze beare well awaie this 
one ſhozt leſſon. that by true Chʒiſtian Charitie, 
God ought to bee loued abouc all thynges, and 
all men ought to be loued, good and eutll, frend 
and fooe, and to al ſuche, we ought(as we inaie) 
to do good: Thole that be good, ot loue, to enco⸗ 
rage and cheriſh, becaule thei be good, and thoſe 
that be euill, ot loue, to pꝛocure their cozreccton 
and due puniſhmẽt, that thei mate therby, either 
be bzought to goodnes oz at the leaſt, that God 
and 


Of Charitie. 
and the common wealth mate bee the leſſe hurte 
and offended. And if we thus directe our like, by 
Chꝛiſtian loue and Charitte , then Chailte 
dooth pꝛomiſe, and aſſure vs, that he 
loueth vs, that we be the childꝛẽ 
of our heauenly father, re- 
conciled to his fauoz 
verie membzes 
of Chziſt, 
and 
that after 
this ſhozt time 
of this pꝛeſente and 
moꝛtall lite, we ſhall haue 
with him eternal like, in his euer⸗ 
laſtyng kyngdome of hea- 
uen: theretoze to hym 
with the father 
and the ho⸗ 
ly ghoſt, 
bee 
all honoz and glozie, 
now and euer. 
AMEN. 


M. i). Againſt 


C Againſt ſwearyng 


and periure. 


8 Linightie God to the intent 
huis moſte holy name ſhould 
bee had in honoꝛ, and euer⸗ 
moe bee magnified of the 
people, commaundeth that 
„no mä ſhould take his name 
de vainly in his mouth thzeat⸗ 
ERP 11 puniſhemẽt vnto him, 
that vnreuerently abuſeth it, by (wearyng , foz- 
ſwearyng, and blalphemie. To thintent therkoze, 
that this commaundemente mate bee the better 
knowen and kepte, it ſhalbe declared vnto you, 
bothe how it is lawkull fox Chultian people to 
Mor and in [wearc : And allo what perill aud daunger it is 
to lweare. Judges require othes of the people, foz declara 
cion of the truthe, oꝛ fox execucion of iuſtice this 
maner of ſwearyng is lawfull . Allo when men 
make farthfull pꝛomiſes with atteſtacion of the 
| name of GOD; td obſerue douènauntes, honeſt 
1 pꝛomiſes, ſtatutes:; lawes, and good cuſtomes, 
: Wi as Chuſtian Pꝛinces do in their concluſions of 
1085; peice, fo: cõſeruacion of common wealthes:and 
1 pꝛiuate perſones, pꝛomile their fidelitie in ma- 
149 trimonie, 02 one to another in honeſt and true 
frendſhippe:and all men, when thei do lweare to 
kepe common lawes.oz local ſtatutes, and good 
. cuſtomes, foꝛ due o2dze to be had and continued 
Wit emong men: when lubiectes do ſweare to be true 
4 and 


ONffwearyng. 
and faithrul to theit king and ſouereigne lo2de; 
and when Judges, Magiſtrates, and officers 
ſweare, truely to execute their offices: And when 
a man would affirme the truthe , to the ſettyng 
furthe of Godes glozie ( foꝛ the ſaluacion of the 
people) in open pꝛeachyng of the Golpell , oz in 
geuyng of good coũſaill. pꝛtuately foꝛ their ſou⸗ 
les healthe . All theſe maner of ſwearpnges , fo2 
cauſes neceſſary and honeſt, be lawfull. But whe 
men doo ſweare of cuſtome, in xealonyng, biyng 
and ſellyng, oz other daily communicacion (as 
many bee common and greate .ſwearers ) luche 
kynde of lwearyng is vngodly , vnlawfull, and 
pꝛohibited by the commaundement of God. Foz 
fuche {wearyng is nothyng els , but takyng of 
Godes holy name in vain. And here is to be no⸗ 
ted, that laweful lwearyng is not fozbidden, but 
commaunded of almightie God. Foz wee haue 
examples of Chziſte, and Godly men in holy 
ſcripture, that did ſweare themſeltes, and requi⸗ 
red othes of other likewile. And Godes com⸗ 


maundement is: Thou ſhalte dzeade thy Loꝛde Deut. vi. 


god, and ſhalt lweare by his name. And almigh 


tie God by his Pꝛophet Dauid ſaicth : all men Pfal. Ixii. 


ſhalbe pꝛaiſed that lweare by hym. 
I s did our ſauioꝛ Chuſt ſweare diuerſe 


tymes, ſaiyng:verely verely. And ſaincte Paule Ihon.iii. 
lweareth thus: J call God to my witneſſe. Ind ii. Corin. i. 
Abzaham(waxyng olde) required an othe of his Gen. xxiiii 


ſeruaunte, that he ſhould pꝛocurc a wife fox his 
fonne Jlaac , whiche ſhould come of his awne 
Lf M. tij. kyndzed: 


Ok lwearyng. 
kyndꝛed: And the ſeruaunt did lwearc that he 
would perfoune his maſters will. Abzaham allo 
beyng required, did (weare vnto Abimelech,the 
Kyng of Geraris, that he ſhould not hurte hym, 
noz his poſteritie. And lo likewile did Abime⸗ 

Gene. xxi. leche [weare vnto Abzaham. And Dauid did 
ſweare to bee, and continue a faithkull frende to 
Jonathas, and Jonathas did ſweare to become 
a faithfull frende vnto Dauid. 

ALS O, GO D once commaunded that tf a 
thyng wer laid to pledge to any ma, oz left with 
hym to kepe ik theſame thyng wer ſtolne, oz loft, 
that the keper thereof ſhould bee lwozne befoze 
iudges, that he did not conuey it a waie, noꝛ vled 
any deceipt, in cauſyng thelame to be conueyed 
a waie, by his conlent oz knowledge. And laincte 

Hebre.vi. Paule ſateth:that in all matters of controuerſie 
betwene twoo perſones, where as one laieth yea, 
and the other nay: ſo as no due pꝛofe can be had 
of the truth, the ende of euery luche controuerlie 
muſt be an othe miniſtred by a iudge. And moze 

Hiemi.iiii. ouet, God by the P2ophet Hieremp ſaieth:thou 
ſhalt ſweare, the lozde liueth, in truthe, in iudge⸗ 
ment, in righteouſnes. So that wholocuer lwea 
reth when he is required of a iudge, lette hym be 
lure in his conſcience, that his othe haue thele 

th2ee 5 he ſhall neuer neede to bee 
akraied of periurie. 

Ans awe: FIR s The mult ſweare that he ſweareth tru⸗ 

com ought lx, that is, he muſt ( ſecludyng al fauoz and affec⸗ 

The firue. cion to the parties) hauyng the truthe * 
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foze his ives, and foz loue therof.ſay and ſpeake 

that, whiche he knoweth to be truth, and no kur⸗ 

ther. The lecond is:he that taketh an othe, muſt The ceconde, 
doo it with tudgement,not raſhely and vnadui⸗ 

ſedly, but ſobetly, conſideryng what an othe is. The third. 
The thirde is: he that lweareth, muſt ſweare in 
righteouſnes, that is, fo the very zeale andloue, 

whiche he beareth to the defence of innocencie, 

to the maintenaunce of the truthe, and to righ⸗ 
teoulneſle of the matter oz càauſe all pzofite, dil⸗ 
p2ofite.all loue and fauoz vnto the perſone, foz 
frendſhip oz kyndzed laied apart. Thus an oth 
(ik it hath with it thele thzee cõdicions ) is a part 

of Godes glozy, whiche we are bound by his co- 
maundement to geue vnto hym. Fox he willeth Puy wee be 
that we (hal ſweare onely by his name: not that wilted in ccr:- 
he hath pleaſure in our othes, but like as he co- y the ame 
maũded the Jewes to offre ſacrifices vnto hym of God. 
noꝛ fo2 any deltght that he had in theim, but to 

kepe the Jewcs from commityng of Jdolatric: 

ſo he cõmaũdyng vs to [were by his holy name, 

dooth not teache vs, that he delighteth in lwea⸗ 

ryng, but he thereby fozbiddeth all men to geue 

his glozy to any creature, in heauen , yearth.o2 
water.Yetherto you ſe that othes lawful.are cõ⸗ 

maunded of God. vſed of Patriarches and pꝛo⸗ 

phetes , of Chziſte hymſelf, and ok his Apoſtle 
Paule.Therfoze Chziſtian people muſte thinke 

lawfull othes.both godly and neceſſarie.Fo2 by Cömoditics 
lawfull pzomiles and couenauntes cofirmed by 1 oy 3 
othes, pʒinces and their countreis are coftrmed de obſcrucd 
in 


Uapne (w2a- 
ryng is koz⸗ 
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in common tranquilitie and peace. By holy pꝛo⸗ 
miles, with atteſtacion of Godes name, wee be 
made liuely membzes of Chꝛiſt, whe we pꝛokelle 
his religiõ, receiuyng the lacramẽt of baptilme, 
By like holy pꝛomiſe the lacrament ot matrimo 
nie knitteth man and wife, in perpetuall loue, 
that thei deſire not to bee leperated, foꝛ any dil⸗ 
pleaſure oz aduerlitte, that ſhall after happen. 
B Y lawfull othes, whiche Kynges, Pꝛinces, 
Judges, and Magiſtrates do ſweare , common 
lawes are kept inuiolate iuſtice is indiffercntly 
miniſtered, innocent perſones, ozphanes, widdo⸗ 
wes, and pooze men, are defended trom murthe⸗ 
ters oppꝛeſſets, and thiefes that thei ſuffre no 
wꝛong, no2 take any Harme . By lawfull othes, 
mutuall ſocietie amitie and good o2d2e.1S kept 
continually in all commonalties, as bozoughes 
citees, tounes, c villages. And by lawkull othes, 
malefacto2s are ſearched out, wzong doers are 
puniſhed, and thet whiche ſuſtein wzong are re⸗ 
ſtoꝛed to their right. Therfoꝛe, lawful ſwearyng 
cannot be euil, whiche bꝛyngeth vnto vs ſo ma⸗ 
ny Godly, good, and necefſary commodities, 
Wherkoꝛe, whe Chꝛiſt ſo earneſtly fozbad lwea⸗ 
ryng.it maie not be lo vnderſtanded as though 
he did foꝛbid all maner of othes : but he fozbid⸗ 
deth all vain ſwearyng, and fozlweryng , bothe 
by God, and by his creatures, as the common 
vle of ſwearyng, in biyng, ſellyng, and in our 
daily communicacion to the intent euery Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian mannes wooꝛde, ſhould be alwel regarded 
in 


erg, 
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in ſuche matters, as if he ſhould confirme his 


communicacton with an othe . Foz euety Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian mannes woꝛde ( ſaith. S. Hierome) ſhould 
be lo true, that it ſhould be regarded as an oth, 
And Chuiſoitome witneſſyng thelame ſaith:it is 
not conuenient to ſweare:toꝛ what nedeth vs to 
ſweare , when it is not lawfull foz one of vs, to 


make a lye vnto another. eraducẽture ſome wil Obieccion. 


ſaie: am compelled to \ſweare:foz els men that 
do common with me, 02 doo bye oz [ell with me, 


wil not beleue me. To this aunlwereth Chzilo⸗ Jantwere, 


ſtome, that he that thus lateth , ſheweth hymſelf 
to be an vniuſt, and a deceipttull perſone : foꝛ if 
he wer a truſtie man, and his dcedes taken to a- 
gree with his woozdes , he ſhould not neede to 
tweare at al. Foz he that vſeth truth and plain⸗ 
neſſe in his barganyng and communicacton, he 
(hail. haue no neede by ſuche vain [wearpng , to 
bꝛyng hymlelf in credence with his netghbozs, 
noꝛʒ his neighbozs will not miſtruſt his laiyn⸗ 
ges. And it his credẽce be ſo muche loſt in deede 
that he thynketh no man will beleue hym, with⸗ 
out he lweatre then he mate well thynke, his cre⸗ 
dence is cleane gone. Foꝛ truthe it is (as Theo- 
philactus wziteth) that no man is leſſe truſted, 
then he that vleth much to lweare. And almigh⸗ 


tie God by the wiſeman ſaith: that man whiche Ecc. xxxig. 


ſweareth muche, ſhalbe full of ſynne , and the 
ſcourge of God, ſhal not depart from his hous. 


B v x here ſome men will ſaie foꝛ excuſyng of anger ob⸗ 
their many othes in their daily talke why ſhuld *ccon. 


N.]. I 
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Aunt were. J not lweare, when Jſweare truely ! To ſuche 
men it mate be laied: that though ther lweare 

truely, vet in lwearyng often, vnaduiledly, fox 

trifles , without neceſfitie. and when thei ſhould 

not ſweare, thei be not without faulte, but doo 

take Gods inolte Holy name in vain. Wuche 

mo2e vngodly and vnwiſe men, are ther , that 

abuſe Gods moſte holy name, not onely in bi⸗ 

yng and ſellyng of ſmall thynges daily in all 

places, but alſo ecatyng.dzinkyng;plaiyng,com- 

monyng and reaſonyng. As it nonc of thele thin 

ges might be doen, except in doyng of theun, the 

moſte holy naine of God be commonly vſed, and 

abuſed, vainly x vnreuerently talked of, ſwozne 

by and foztwozne, to the bzeakyng of Gods cõ⸗ 
maundement, and pꝛocurement of his indigna⸗ 

cion. And alwell ther vſe the name of O D in 

vain, that by an othe make lawfull pꝛomiſes of 

good and honeſt thynges , and perfoꝛme theim 

not, as ther whiche do pꝛomiſe euill and vnlaw⸗ 

Loufut othes till tiynges, and do pertoꝛme theſame. Ok ſuch 
and pꝛomtles men that regard not their Godly pꝛomiſes con⸗ 
w_ bevtang firmed by an othe, but wittyngly and wilfully 
' breakcth theim, we doo reade in holy ſcripture 

twoo notable puniſhementes :Firſte Joſue and 

the people of Fſraell made a league, and faith- 

full pꝛomiſe of perpetuall amitie and frendſhip 

with the Gabaonites :notwithſtandyng, after- 

warde in the daies of wicked Saule, many of 

thele Gabaonites wer murdꝛed, contrary to the 

ſated faithfull pzomiſe made. Wherewith al⸗ 

EO migitie 
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mightie God was ſo ſoze diſpleaſed that he ſent 


an vniuerſall famyn, vpon the whole country, 


whiche cõtinued by the ſpace ot thze yeres : And 
God would not withdzaw his puniſhment, vn⸗ 
till theſated offence was reuenged, by the death 
of ſeuẽ ſonnes, oꝛ next kinſmen of kyng Saule. 
Alſo, wheras Sedechias, Ryng of Hieruſalem, 
had pꝛomiled fidelitie, to the kyng of Chaldea: 
afterward, when Sedechtas, cotrary to his oth 
and allegeaunce, did rebel againſt kyng Nabu- 
chodonoſo: : this Heathen Kyng, by Gods per⸗ 
miſſion, inuadyng the lande of Jewꝛp, and beſe⸗ 
gyng the citec of Hieruſalem, compelled thelaid 
kyng Sedechias to flee, and in fleyng toke him 
pꝛiſoner, ſlewe his ſonnes betkoze his tace, & put 
out bothe his iyes, and bindyng hym with chei⸗ 

nes, led hym pꝛiloner miſerably into Babilon. 
TH v $ doth God ſhewe plainly, how muche 
he abhozreth bzeakers of honeſt pꝛomiſes, con- 
firmed by an othe made in his name. And of the 
that make wicked pꝛomiſes by an othe, and wil 
perfoume thefame : we haue example in the lcri- 
pture . chiefly of Herode , of the wicked Jewes, 
and of Jephthah . Herode pꝛomiled by an othe 
vnto the damoſell, whiche daunſed betoze. hym, 
to geue vnto her whatſoeuer ſhe would al ke, 
when ſhe was inſtructed befoze , of her wicked 
mother, to aſke the hedde of. S. Jhon Baptiſt. 
Herode, as he toke a wicked oth, ſo he moze wic⸗ 
kedly pertoꝛmed theſame, and cruelly flewe the 
moſte holy pꝛophet. Tikewile did the „ 
ER ewes 


ii. Reg. xi. 
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Jewes make an othe, curſyng themſelfes, if thei 
did either eate oz dꝛinke, vntil thet had lain.S 
Paule. And Jephthah when God had geuen to 
hym victozy.of the childzen of Ammo, pꝛomiſed 


ofa fooliſhe deuocion vnto God, to offre fo2 a 


ſacrifice vnto hym, that perſone, whiche of his 
awne hous ſhould firſt mete with hym, after his 
returne home. By koꝛce of whiche fonde and vn⸗ 
adutled othe, he did flce his awne and onely 
daughter, whiche came out ok his hous, with 
mirth and ioy, to welcome him home. Thus the 
pꝛomiſe, whiche he made moſte foliſhly to God, 
againſt Godes eternall will, and the lawe of na- 
ture. moſte cruelly he perfoꝛmed, ſo committyng 
againſt God double offence: Therefoze, wholo⸗ 
euer maketh any pzomiſe,bindyng hunmlelk ther⸗ 
vnto by an othe lette hym fozſce.that the thyng, 
whiche he pꝛomiſeth, bee good, honeſt, and not 
againſt the commaundement of God, and that 


it bee in his awne power, to perkoꝛme it iuſtely. 


And luche good pꝛomiles muſte all men kepe, e⸗ 
termoze aſluredly: But ifa man at any tyme 
ſhall, either of ignoꝛaunce, oz ofmaltce,pzomile 


- andſweare,todo any thyng, whiche is either a⸗ 


Againſte per⸗ 


iurte. 


gainſt the lawe of almightie God, oz not in his 
power to pertoʒme:let hym take it. foʒ an vnlaw 
kull and vngodly othe. N 
NO VV ſome thyng to ſpeake of periurie, to 
the intent you ſhould know, how great and gre⸗ 
tous an offence againſt God, this wilful periu⸗ 
rie is: wil ſhew you, what it is to take " 25 

betoze 


Ofſwearyng, 


befoze a Judge, vpon a booke. Firſte, when thei zu oth twfoze 
laiyng their handes vpon the Golpell boke, doo 8. 


ſweare truely to enquire and to make a true pꝛe⸗ 
ſentment ok thynges, wherwith thei be charged, 
and not to let from ſaiyng the truthe, and doyng 
truelp , foz fauoz loue, dꝛeade, noꝛ malice of any 
perſone, as God mate helpe them, a the holy con⸗ 
tentes of that boke. Thet muſte conlider, that in 
that boke is conteined, Gods euerlaſtyng truth, 
his moſte holy and eternall woozde, whereby we 
haue foꝛgeuenes of our ſynnes, and be made in⸗ 
heritoʒs ofheauen,to liue fo2 euer, with Godes 
Angels and his ſainctes, in toy and gladnes. In 
the Golſpell boke is conteined alſo, Godes ter⸗ 
tible thzeates to obſtinate ſynners, that will not 
amende their lites, noʒ beleue the truthe of God, 
his holy wozde, and the euerlaſtyng pain pꝛepa 
red in helle, oz Jdolaters, Pypocrytes, foz falſe 
and vain ſwearers.foz pertured m, foz falſe wit- 
nes berers, foʒ falſe condempners of innocẽt and 
giltles men, and foz theim, whiche fox fauoure, 
hide the crimes of malefactozs , that thei ſhould 
not bee puniſhed . So that, whoſocuer wilfully 
fozlwearcth hymlſelf, vpon Chziſtes holy Euan⸗ 
gelie, he vtterly foꝛſaketh Gods mercy,goodnes 
and truth the merites of our ſautioz Chꝛiſtes na- 
tiuitie, life paſſion, death, reſurreccion, and aſcen 
cion. Thei refuſe the koꝛgeueneſſe of ſynnes. pꝛo⸗ 
miled to all penitent ſinners, the toyes ot heaut, 
the company with Angels and ſainctes foz euer. 
All whiche benekites and 1 , are _—_ 
N. it. cd 
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ſed vnto true Chꝛiſtian perſones in the Goſpel, 
And thet , lo beyng foꝛſwoꝛne vpon the Goſpell: 
do betake theim leltes to the deuilles ſeruice the 
Mater of all lies, falſhed, deceipt, and periurie, 
pꝛouokyng the greate indignacion, and curle of 
God, againſt the in this lite, c the terrible wzath 
and iudgement of our ſauioʒ Chꝛiſt at the great 
date of the laſte iudgement, when he ſhall iuſtly 
iudge, both the quicke and the dedde, accozdyng 
to their woozkes . Foz, whoſoeuer fozlaketh the 
truthe, fo2 loue oꝛ diſpleaſure of any man, oz foz 
lucre and p2ofite to hymſelf, doth foꝛſake Chꝛiſt 
and with Judas betraieth hym. 
Though per⸗ A N D although, ſuche pertured mennes fal- 
ny mn ſhod, be now kept ſecrete, yet it ſhalbe opened at 
and vapuni: the laſt date, when the ſecretes of al mennes har- 
Qc®.. it hall teg,thalbe manykeſt to all the woꝛlde. And then 
the truth ſhal appere, and accuſe them, and their 
awne conſcience, with all the bleſſed company of 
heauen, ſhal beare witneſſe truely againſt them. 
And Chꝛiſt the righteous tudge, ſhall then iuſt⸗ 
ly condempne theim, to euerlaſtyng ſhame and 
death. This ſinne of periurie, almightie God by 
Malach.iii. the Pꝛophet Malachie doth thzeaten to puniſh 
ſoze,ſaiyng vnto the Jewes: I will come to you 
in iudgement, and J will be a ſwift witneſſe, and 
a ſharpe Judge vpon ſoꝛcerers, adulterers, and 
periured perſons. Whiche thyng to the pꝛophet 
Zacha. v. Zacharte,God declareth in a viſton, wherein the 
Pꝛophet ſawe a boke fliyng , whiche was twen⸗ 
tie cubites long, and tenne cubites 2 God 
_ ; awng 


Of lwearyng. 
ſaiyng then vnto hym: This is the cuͤrſe, that 
(hal go furth vpon the face of the yearth.foz fal - 
ſHed,falle lwearyng,and periuty. And this curſe 
(Hall entre into the houſe of the talle man, and in 
to the houle of the periured man, and it ſhall re⸗ 
maync in the middeſt of his houſe, and conſume 
hymn , the tunbꝛe, and ſtones of his houle. Thus 
you ſe, how muche God doth hate perturte, and 
what puniſhement God hath pꝛepared fox falſe 
ſwearers, and periured perlones. 

THVSs pou haue hard, how and in what cau⸗ 
ſes it is lawfull foz a Chziſtian man to ſweare: 
pe haue hard, what pꝛoperties, and condicions 
a lawfull othe muſte haue, and allo howe ſuche 
lawfull othes are bothe Godlp, and neceſſary to 
be obſerued:Yehaue hard, that it is not lawfull 
to ſweare vainly, (that is) otherwaies, then in 
ſuche caules, and after ſuche lozt as is declared: 
And finally, ve haue hard, howe dampnable a 
thing it is either to foꝛlweare our ſelt, oʒ to kepe 
a vnlawfull x an vnaduiled othe: Wherfoꝛe, let 

vs earneltly call foz grace, that all vain ſwea- 
ryng and perturte ſet a part, we mate onely 
vle ſuche othes, as be lawful and god⸗ 
ly, and that we maie truely, with⸗ 
out all fraude oblerue the - 
ſame.acco2ding to gods 
will and. pleaſure, 
To whõ with 
the ſonne and holy ghoſte, be all 
hono: and glozy . Amen , 


CA Sermon, how daun⸗ 
gerous a thyng it is, to de⸗ 
clyne from GOD. 


— F our gong from 6 DD, 
the wiſlemä ateth:that paide 
was the firſt beginnyng.to: 
pvp it mannes harte was tur 
J3J&ußned krom God his maker, 
Poꝛ Pꝛide (ſaieth he) is the 
De SE; fountain of al ſynne, he that 
9. bphath it, ſhalbee full of cur- 
ſynges, and at the ende, it ſhall ouerthzowe him. 
And as by pꝛide and ſynne, we go from GOD, 
ſo ſhall God and al goodnes with hym, go from 
vs. And the pꝛophet Ozee doth plainly affirme: 
that thet whiche go awate ſtill from O D. by 
vicious liupng,and yet would go aboute to pa- 
cific hym otherwiſe, by ſacrifice , and entertein 
hym thereby.thet laboure in vain. Foꝛ, notwith⸗ 
ſtãdyng all their ſacrifice, yet he goth fill away 
from theim. Foz ſo muche, (ſateth the Pꝛophetc) 
as thei do not applie their myndes, to returne to 
GO D, although thei go about with whole floc⸗ 
kes and herdes, to ſeke the Lozde : pet thei ſhall 
not ftndehym.foz he ts gone awate from theim. 
But as touchyng our turnyng to God, oz from 
God:you ſhall vnderſtand, that it mate be doen 
diuerſe wates, Dome tymes directly by Jdola- 
trie, as Iſraell and Juda then did: ſome tymes 
men go krom GO D, by lacke of faithe, and mi⸗ 
ſtruũyng of God, wherof Elaie ſpeaketh in Ns 
ile: 


Ok declining from God. 


wilc: Wo to them that go doune into Egypt,to Elaie. xxxi. 


ſeke toz healpe, truſtyng in hoꝛſes, and hauyng 
confidence in the numbze of chartottcs , 4 puil⸗ 
ſaunce of hozſemen. They haue no confidence in 
the holy God of Jlrael,no2 lee foz the l0zd:But 
what koloweth⸗ The Loꝛd ſhal let his hand fall 
vpon thein, and doune ſhal come, both the heal⸗ 
per, and he that is holpe. They ſhalve deſttoied 
altogether. 

S OME tyine men go from God, by the neg⸗ 
lectyng of nys commaundementes, concerning 
their neighbours, whiche commaundeth theim, 
to expꝛeſſe hartie loue towardes euery man, as 


Zachary ſapd vnto the people in Gods behalte: Zacha.vii. 


Geue true iudgement, ſhewe mercy and com⸗ 
paſſion euer one to his bother. magin no de⸗ 
ceipt towardes wydowes, oz chyldzen fathcrles 
and motherles, towarde ſtraunger oꝛ the pooze: 
let no man fozge euill in his harte, agaynſt hys 
bzother. But thele thinges they palled not of, 
they turned their backes, and went their waye, 
they ſtopped their eares, that they mighte not 
heare, they hardened their hartes, as an Ada⸗ 
mant ſtone, that they might not liſte to the lawe 
and the woꝛdes, that the Loꝛd had (ent though 
his holy ſpirit,by hys auncient Pꝛophetes. 

Wherkoꝛe the Loꝛd ſhewed his great indigna⸗ 


cton vpõ them: It came to paſſe(fateth the Pꝛo⸗ Hiere. vi. 


phet)euen as J tolde them: as they woulde not 
htate, ſo when they eried; they were not harde, 
but were dilperſed into all kyngdomes, whiche 


Hiere. vii. 


Orige.ſu: 
per Exod, 
homi.xii. 
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they neuer knewe: and their land was made de⸗ 
folate, Ind to be ſhoꝛt, all they, that mape not 
abyde the woꝛde ol God but folowig the perſua 
ſions, and ſtubburnes of their awne hattes , go 
backward. and not fozward(as it is lapd in Je⸗ 
remy)they go and turne awaye from God. In 
ſo much that Ozigene laieth: He p with mpnde, 
with ſtudy, with dedes, with thaughte and care 
applieth him ſele to Gods wozdc,and thinketh 
vpõ his lawes,dap and night, geueth him ſelfe 
wholp to God, and in his pꝛeceptes ; commaũ⸗ 
dementes is exerciſed: this is he, that is turned 
to God. And on þ other partſ he faiety): Whoſo⸗ 
euer is occupied with kables a tales, when the 
woꝛde of God is reherſed:he is turned fr God. 
Wholoeuer in tyme of readinge Gods woozde, 
is carefull in hys mynde, ot woꝛldly bulines, of 
monep, oz of lucre:he is turned fro God. Who⸗ 
ſoeuer ts entangled with ð cares of poſſeſſions, 
filled with coueteouſnes of ryches: whoſoeuer 
ſtudieth,fo2 the glozy and honoꝛ of this wozlde, 
he is turned fro God. So that afterhis mynde, 
wholoeter hath not aſpectall mynde to p thyng 
that is commaunded, oz taughtof God: he that 
doth not liſte vnto it. embzace and pztnt tt in his 
hart, to the intẽt, that he may duely falhion hys 
Iyfe therafter , he is playnly turned from God, 
although he do other thinges of hys awne de- 
uocton and mynde, whiche to hym lemc better 
andmozeto Gods honoz. Whiche thynge tobe 
true, we be taught and admoniſhed in the holy 

7 leripture 


Of declining from God. 


ſcripture, by exainple of king Saul, who beyng 
commaunded of God by Samuel, þ he ſhoulde 
kyl all thc Amalechites, and deſtrope the clerely 
with their goodes, and cattals: pet he, beynge 
moued, partely with pitie, x partely( as he thou⸗ 
ght) with deuocton vnto God, ſaued Agag their 
kyng, and all the chief of their cattall, therwith 
to make ſacrifice vato God. Wherwithall God 
bepng dilpleaſed highly, ſayd vnto the pꝛophet 
Samuel: IJ repente.that euer J made Daulc a 


iny wozdes:and ſo he commaunded Samuel to 
ſhewe hym. And when Samuel alſtzed, wherkoze 
(contrary to Gods wozde) he had ſaued the cat⸗ 
tail, he excuſed p matter, partly, by feare ſaiyng 
he durſt do none other, foz that the people would 
haue it ſo; partely, foz that they were goodlye 
beaſtes, he thought God would be cõtent, ſeyng 


hono2 God, with the ſacrifice of them. 

B V Samuel, repꝛouing all ſuche intentes 
and deuociõs (ſeme they neuer ſo much to Gods 
honoz. if they ſtand not with his wozde:, wherby 
we mape be aſſured of his pleaſure) ſayd in this 
wyſe: Would God haue ſacrifices x offerriges: 
02 rather that his woꝛde ſhoulde be obeyed? To 
obeye hym, is better then offerringes, x to liſten 
to hym, is better then to offre the katte of Nam⸗ 
mes. pea, to repine againſt his voice, is as euil 
as the ſinne of diuinacion. and not to agre to it, 
is lyke abhominable pdolatry. And now, fozaſ⸗ 

5 O. ij. muche 


i. Reg. xv. 


kyng,c02 he hath fkozſaken me, and not kolowed 


it was done ot a good intent and deyocton to 
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The turning 
of God from 
man. 
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muche as thou haſt caſt awape the woꝛde of the 
Loꝛde, he hath caſt awaye the, that thou ſhoul⸗ 
deſt not be Kynge. 

B Vall theſe examples of holy ſcripture, we 
mape knowe, that as we foꝛlake God: ſo ſhall hs 
euer fozſake vs. And what miſerable ſtate doth 
conſequently, and neceſſariely folow therypon, 
a man map eaſely cõlider, by the terrible thzeat⸗ 
nynges of God. And althoughe, he conſidze not 
all the layde miſerie, to the vttermoſt, beynge ſo 
great, that it paſſeth any mans capacitie, in this 
lite, ſuffictently to conſtidze theſame: yet he ſhall 
ſoone percepue ſomuche therok, that if his hart 
be not moꝛe then ſtony, oꝛ harder then the Ada⸗ 
mant, he ſhall feare, tremble and quake, to call 
theſame to his remembꝛaunce. 

IRS the diſpleaſure of God towarde vs, 
is cõmonly expꝛeſſed in the ſcripture; by theſe 
two thinges:by ſhewpnge his fearefull countes 
naunce vpon vs, and by turning his face, oz hi⸗ 
ding it from vs. By ſhewinge his dzeadful coũ⸗ 
tenaiice,is ſignitied his great wꝛath, but by tur 
ning his kace oz hidinge therok, is many tymes 
mozeſignificd,that is to ſap:that he clcrely foz- 
ſaketh vs, a geueth vs ouer. The whiche ſigni⸗ 
kicacions be taken of the pꝛoperties of mes ma⸗ 
ners. Foz men towardes them, whome they ka⸗ 
uour, cõmõly beate, a good, a chearefull, and a 
louing countenaũce, ſo that by the face oz coũte⸗ 
naunce ofa man, it doth cõmonly appere, what 
will oz mynde he beateth towardes other. So 


when 
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when God doth ſhew his dzeadful countenaũce 
towardes vs, that is to ſap, doth ſend dzeadfull 
plagues,of ſwozd, famine, oz peſtilence vpo vs, 
it appeareth, that he is greatly wꝛoth with vs. 
But when he withdzaweth from vs his wozde, 
the right doctrine of Chziſte , his gracious aſſi⸗ 
ſtence and apde, (whiche is euer ioyned to hys 
woꝛzd ) and leueth vs to our awne wit, our awne 
will and ſtength: he declareth then, that he be⸗ 
ginneth to fozſake vs. Foz where as God hath 
ſhewed to all them, that truely beleue his Gol 
pell, his face of mercy in Jeſus Chziſte, whiche 
doeth ſo lighten their hartes, that they(if they 
beholde it, as they oughte to do) be tranſfoꝛmed 
to his pmage,be made partakers of the heauẽly 
light, and of his holy ſpirite, and be faſhioned 
to hym, in all goodnes, requiſite to the childꝛen 
of God: ſo, it they after do neglecte the lame, it 
they be vnthankfull vnto hym, ik they oꝛdze not 
their likes, accoꝛding to his example x doctrine, 
and to the letting furth of his gloꝛy, he wil take 
a wape from thẽ his kingdome, his holy wo2de, 
wherby he ſhoulde reigne in them, becauſe they 
bꝛinge not furth the fruit therof, that he loketh 
foꝛ. Neuertheles,heis (o mercikull, x of ſo long 
ſufferacice,that he doth not ſhewe vpõ vs, that 
reat wzathe ſodainly,but when we beginne to 
tpnke from his wozde,not beleuinge it, oz not 
expꝛeſſing it in ourliuinges:firſthe doeth lende 
his meſſengers, the true pꝛeachers of his wozd, 
to admoniſhe vs ot our dutie, that as he ſoz his 

O. iij. parte, 


Hebre. 1111 
Pſal.xcy, 


Eſa ie. v. 


Mat. xxi. 
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partc,fo2 the great loue he bare vnto vs, deliue⸗ 
red his awne ſonne to lutte deathe, that we, by 
his death, might be deltuered tro death, and be 
reſtozed to the life eternall, euermoze to dwell 
with him, ato be partakers,and inheriters with 
him, ot his euerlaſting gloꝛp, and kyngdome of 
heauen:ſo again, that we foz our pattes, ſhould 
walke in a Godly Iyfe , as becommeth his chyl⸗ 
dꝛen to do. And it this will not ſerue, but ſtil we 
remaine dilobedient to his wozde and will, not 
knowing him, not louing him, not fearing him, 
not putting oure whole truſt and conkidence in 
him:and on the other ſide , to oure neyghbours 
behauing vs vncharitably, by dil dayne, enupe, 
malice, oꝛ by committing murther, robberp, ad⸗ 
ultry, gluttony, deceipt, lipug, [weatig, oz other 
like deteſtable wozkes, a vngodly behauioure: 
the he thzeatencth vs by terrible comminacios. 
[wearinge in great angre, that whoſocuer doth 
thele woozkes , ſhall neuer entre into his reſte, 
which is the kyngdome of heauen. 

NOV, it this gentle monicion and commi⸗ 
naciõ together, do not ſerue, then God will ſhew 
his terrible countenaũce vpon vs, he wil powze 
intollerable plagues vpõ our hedes, and after. 
he wil take away from vs, all his ayde and aſſi⸗ 
ſtence, wherwith bcfoze he did defend vs fro all 
ſuche maner ot calamitie. As the Euangelicatl 
pꝛophet Eſaie, ag repng with Chꝛiſtes parable, 
doth teache vs, laiynge: That God had made a 
goodly vyneyarde, foꝛ his beloued a ye 

. edge 
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hedged it, he walled it rounde about, he planted 
it with choſen vynes, and made a Turret in the 
middes thcrof,z therin allo a wyne pꝛeſſe. And 
when he loked that it ſhoulde bzinge hym furth 
good grapes, it bought furth wylde grapes: a 
aiter it fkoloweth. Now ſhall Jſhew pou, (ſatieth 
God) what J wil do with inp vyneparde. J will 
pluck doune the hedges, that it maye periſhe, J 
wil bzeake doune the walles, that it may be tro⸗ 
den vnderkote: } wil let it lye waſt, it ſhal not be 
cutte, it ſhal not be digged, but bzicrs a thoznes 
ſhal ouergrobwe it, & J ſhal cõmaunde the clou⸗ 
des, that they ſhal no moze rayne vpon it. 

B theſe thꝛeateninges we are imoniſhed, 
that ik we, whiche are the choſen vbyneyarde of 
God, bzinge not furth good grapes, that is to 
ſaye,good wozkes, that mape be delectable, and 
pleaſaunt in his ſight, when he loketh fo2 them, 
when he ſendeth his meſſengers, to cal vpon vs 
koꝛ thein, but rather bzingfurth wylde grapes, 
that is to ſay, ſo wer wozkes, vnſwete, vnſauery 
dt vnkruittull: then wil he plucke awaye all de⸗ 
fece, x ſuffre greuous plagues of famine, a bat⸗ 
tatic,derth and death, to light vps vs. Finally, 
ik theſe do not yet ſerue, he will let vs Ipe waſte, 
he wil geue vs ouer, he wil turne awaye fro vs, 
he will dygge and delue no moꝛe aboute vs, he 
wil let vs alone, and ſuffre vs to bzynge kurthe, 
euen luch kruite as we wil, to bzing kurth bꝛam⸗ 
bles, bꝛpers and thoznes , all naüghtynes all 
vice, and that ſo abundantlpe, that cher ſhall 
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cleane ouergrowe vs,ſuffocate,ſtrigle,and vt⸗ 
terly deſtroy vs. But they, that in this wozlde, 
liue not after God ( but after their awne carnall 
libertie)pcrcepue not this greate wzath of God 
towardes thein, that he wilt not dygge, noz delue 
any moze about the, that he doth let them alone 
euen to the ſeltes. But they take this fo a great 
benekite of God, to haue all at their awne liber⸗ 
tie, and lo they liue, as carnall iibertie were the 
true libettie of the Goſpel But God kozbidde 
(good people) that euer we ſhould deſize ſuch li⸗ 
bertie. Foz although, God ſufire ſomtimes the 
wicked, to haue hee plealure in this wozld,yet 
the ende of vngodly liuing, is at length eternal 
deſtruccion. 

THE murmutinge Jſraelites, had that they 
| I6ged fo2,thet had quayles enough.yea, til they 
were wery of the. But what was the ende therof 
their lwete meate had ſoure ſauce; euen whiles 
the meat was in their mouthes, plage of God 
lighted vpõ them, and ſoda inely they died. So, 
it we liue vngodly, à God luffreth vs to folowe 
our awne willes, to haue our awne deitghtes x 
pleaſures, cozrecteth vs not with lome plage, 
it is no doubt, but he is almoſt vtterly diſplea⸗ 
ſed with vs. And although it be log oz he ſtrike, 
pet many times, when he ſtriketh ſuche perſons, 
he ſtriketh them at once, foꝛ euer, So, that when 
he doth not ſtrike vs, when he cealeth to afflict 
vs, to puniſh; oz beate bs, ct ſuffreth vs to rũne 
hedlinges into all vngodlines , and pleaſures 


of this 
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of this woꝛlde, that we delight in, without puni⸗ 
ſhemente and aduerſitie, it is a dzeadfull token, 
that he toueth vs no lenger, that he careth no 
lenger foʒ vs, but Hath geuen vs ouer, to oure 
i wne leltes. | 
As long as a man doth pꝛoine his vines, doth 
digge at the rotes, and doth late freſhe yearth to 
them, he hath a mind to them he percetueth lome 
token of fruitefulnes that mate be recouered in 
theim: But when he will beſtowe no moze luche 
coſt and laboz about thein then it is a ſigne that 
he thynketh thei will neuer be good. And the ta- 
ther, as long as he loueth his childe, he loketh 
angrely, he cozrecteth hym when he doth amiſſe: 
but when that ſerueth not, and vpõ that he ccal- 
ſeth from cozreccion ofhym, and luſtreth hym to 
do what he ltite hyinſelf, it is a ſigne, that he in- 
tendeth to diſinherit hym,and to calt hym away 
fo euer. So ſurely , nothyng ſhould perce our 
harte ſo ſoze, and put vs in ſuche hozrible feare, 
as whe we know in our conſcience that we haue 
greuouſly offended GOD, and do ſo continue, 
and that yet he ſtriketh not, but quietly ſuffereth 
vs in the naughtinelle that we haue delighte in. 
Then ſpeciallp it is tyme to crye , and to crye a- 


gain, as Dauid did: caſt me not awate from thy Pcatm.1. 


face, and take not awaie thy holy ſpitite from 


me. Loꝛde turne not awaie thy face from me, caſt Pſal.xxvi. 


not thy ſeruaunt awaie in diſpleaſure, Hide not 


thy face from me leaſt J be like vnto them, that Pal. cxlit. 


go doune into hel. The whiche lamentable pzat- 
| D.f. ers 
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ers of hym.as thei do certifie vs, what hozrible 
dauUgiter thei be in, from whom God turneth his 
face.(foz that tyme, and as long as he ſo doth)lo 
fhould thei moue vs to crie vpon God, with all 
our harte, that we may not be bzought into that 
ſtate, whiche doubtleſle , is ſo ſoꝛowtull. ſo miſe⸗ 
table, and ſo dzeadfull, as no toungue can ſufi⸗ 
ciently expꝛelle, oʒ any harte can thynke. 

'F OR what dedly griet mate a man ſuppoſe it 
is, to be vnder the wzathe of God, to be koꝛlaken 
of hym, to haue his holy ſpirite, the aucthoꝛ of al 
goodnes, to be taken from him to be bꝛought to 
lo vile a condicion, that he ſhalbe lefte mete foꝛ 
no better purpole, then to bee foꝛ euer, condemp⸗ 
ned to hell. Foꝛ not onely ſuche places of Dauid 
doo ſhewe, that vpon the turnyng of Gods face 
from any perſones. thei ſhalbe lett bare from all 
goodneſſe, and farre from hope of remedy : But 

alto the place, recited laſt befoze of Elaie, dooth 
meane thelame, whiche ſheweth, that GOD at 
length doth ſo fozſake his vnkruitful vineyard, 
that he will not onely ſuffre it, to bzyng turthe 
wecdes, bziets and thoznes, but alſo; further to 
puniſhe the vnkruitkulneſſe of it: He ſaith, he wil 
not cut it, he wil not delue it at he wil commande 
the cloudes, that thei ſhall not rain vpõ it wher⸗ 
by is ſignikied, the teachyng of his holy wozde: 
whiche ſaincte Paule, atter a like maner expzeſ- 
ſeth, by plãtyng and wateryng meanyng that he 
wil take that awate from thẽ. So that thei ſhal⸗ 
be no longer of his kyngdom thei ſhalbe no len⸗ 
ger 
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ger gouerned by his holy ſpirit: thei ſhalbe fru⸗ 
{trated of the grace and benekites, that thei had, 
and euer mighte haue entoped thꝛough Chziſt. 


Thei ſhalbe depziued of the heauenly light, and i. Reg. xv. 


lite, whiche thei had in Chztit, whiles thei abode 
in hym. Thei ſhalbe, (as thei were once) as men 
without God in this wozlde, oz rather in wozlſe 
takyng. And to be ſhozte, thet ſhalbe geuen into 
the power of the deuill, whiche beareth the rule 
in all them, that bee caſt awate from God, as he 
did in Saule and Judas, and generally, in all 
ſuche, as woꝛke after their awne willes the chil- 
dꝛen of diffidence, and infidelitie. 

LE vs beware (thertoze good chꝛiſtian peo⸗ 
ple) leaſt that we, reiectyng Gods woꝛde, (by the 
whiche we obtein and retein true faithe in God) 
bee not at length caſt of ſo farre, that we become 
as the childzen of infidelitie, whiche bee of twoo 
ſoztes.farre diuerſe vea, almoſte cleane contrary 
and yet bothe bee very karre, from returnyng to 
God. The one lozte. onely waiyng their ſyntull. 
and deteſtable liuyng with the right iudgement 
and ſtraightneſſe of Godes righteoulnes, bee lo 
deſtitute of counſaill, and bee ſo comfoxztles.(as 
all thet muſt nedes be. from whom the ſpirite of - 
counſaill and comfozt ts gone) that thet wil not 
bee perſwaded in their hartes, but that either 
God cannot oz els that he will not take them a⸗ 
gain to his fauoure and mercie. The other. hea⸗ 
ryng the louyng and large pꝛomiſes of Godes 
mercte,and fo not conceiuyng a —_— ay 
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ot, make thoſe pꝛomiſes larger, then euer GOD 
did, truſtyng, that although thei continue in 
their ſinkul and deteſtable liuyng neuer ſo long, 
yet that God at the ende of their life, will ſhewe 
his mercie vpon them, and that then, thei wil re⸗ 
turne. And bothe thele twoo ſoztes of men, be in 
a dampnable ſlate, yet neuertheles God, ( who 


aud. xxIHt. willeth not the death of p wicked) hath ſhewed 


Againſt delpe 
ration. 


Eze. xxxii. 


Againſt pꝛe⸗ 
ſumpcion, 


— 


meanes, wherby bothe theſame (if thet take hede 
in ſealon) may eſcape. The firſt as thei do dꝛead 
Godes rightfull iuſtice in puniſhyng ſynners, 
(wherby thet ſhould be diſmaied, and ſhould dt- 
ſpaire in deede,as touchyng any hope, that maie 
be in theimſelfes ) ſo if thet would conſtantly be⸗ 
leue, that Gods mercie is the remedy appointed 
againſt ſuche dilpaire and diſtruſt, not onely fox 
them, but generally foz all that be ſoʒy and tru⸗ 
ly repentaunte, and will therewithall ſticke to 
Gods mercie, thei mate be lure thei ſhall obtein 
mercie, and entre into the pozt oz hauen of ſaue⸗ 
gaͤrd, into the whiche, wholocuer dooth come, be 
thet befoze tyme neuer fo wicked, thei ſhalbe out 
of daungier of euerlaſtyng dampnacto, as God 
by Ezechiell laieth: what time ſoeuer the wicked 
dooth returne , and take earneſt and true repen⸗ 

taunce, J will kozget all his wickedneſſe. 
THE other, as thet be ready to beleue Gods 
pꝛomiſes, fo thei ſhould be as redy to beleue the 
thꝛeatenynges of God: As well thet ſhould be⸗ 
leue the lawe as the Goſpel: aſwell þ there is an 
hell and euerlaſtyng fire, as that there is an hea 
uen 
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uen, and euerlaſtyng iope:aſwell thet ſhould be⸗ 
leue dampnacion, to be thzeatened to the wicked 
and euill doers, as laluacion to bee pꝛomiſed to 
the faithfull in wozde and wooꝛkes: aſwell thei 
(ould belene , God to be true, in the one, as in 
the other. And the ſpnners.that continue in their 
wicked liuyng,ought to thynke, that the pꝛomi⸗ 
ſes of Gods mercie and the Golpell, pertein not 
vnto them, beyng in that ſtate, but only the law, 
and thole ſcriptures, whiche contein the wzathe, 
and indignacton of God,and his thzeatnynges, 
whiche ſhould certifie them that as thei do ouer 
boldely pꝛeſume ol Gods mercie, and liue diſſo⸗ 
lutely , ſo dooth God ſtill moꝛe and moze with⸗ 
d2awe his mercte from them, and he is ſo pꝛouo⸗ 
ked therby to wzath at length, that he deſtroyeth 
ſuche pꝛeſumers many tymes lodainly. Foz of 


ſuche, ſainct Paule ſated thus: when thei ſhall i. Theſſa. v. 


ſaie, it is peace, there is no daungier, then ſhall 
ſodain deſtruccion come vpon theim. Let vs be⸗ 
ware therefoze, of luche naughtie boldeneſſe to 
ſynne,foz God, whiche hath pꝛomiſed his mercie 
to theim, that be truely repentaunt, (although it 
bee at the latter ende )hath not pꝛomiled to the 
p2cſumpteous ſynner, either that he ſhall haue 
long lite, oz that he ſhall haue true repentaunce 
at the laſte ende. But koꝛ that purpoſe hath he 
made euery mannes deathe vncertayne, that he 
ſhould not putte his hope in the ende, and in the 
meane ſeaſon(to Gods high diſpleaſure) liue vn 
godly. Wherekoze let vs all —_ — 
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of the wiſeman: let vs make no tariyng to turne 
vnto the Lozde: Let vs not put ot, from date to 
date , foꝛ ſodainly ſhall his wzathe come, and in 
time of vengeaunce,he ſhall deſtroy the wicked, 
Let vs therefoze turne betymes , and when 

Oxce. xiiii. be turne, let vs pꝛaie to God, as Ozee 
teacheth, ſaiyng: Foꝛgeue vs all 
our ſynnes, receiue vs graci⸗ 
ouſly. Ind if we turne to 
hym, with an hum⸗ 
ble and a verie 
penitente 


ceiue vs to 
his fauo2 and 
grace, foz his holy 
names ſake, foz his pꝛo⸗ 
miſe ſake, foꝛ his truth and mer⸗ 
cies ſake, pꝛomiſed to all faithtull be- 
leuers in Jeſus Chull, his only 
naturall ſonne. To whom 
the onely ſautoz of the 
woꝛlde, with the 
__ _ father and 
the holy ghoſte, be all honoz, 
glozy.and power, wozld 
without ende. 


AMEN. 


¶ An exhoꝛtacion againſt 
the keaͤre ok Deathe. 


CT is not to bee maruailed, 
that woꝛldely men doo keate 
to die: Fo deathe depuueth 
NEE them of all wozldly honozs, 
riches and polleſſios , in the 
MN fruicion wherof.the woꝛldly 
: NE}: man compteth hym clft hap⸗ 
pie ſo long as he mate enioy 
theim a at this awne pleaſure: And otherwltle.tf he 
be diſpoſſeſſed of thelaine, without hope of reco- 
uetie, then he can none other thynke of hymlclf, 
but that he is vnhappie, becauſe he hath loſt his 
wozldely ioye and pleaſure . Alas thynketh this 
carnall man, hall I now departe foz euer, from 
all my honoꝛs, all my treaſures, from my coun⸗ 
trey, krendes, riches, poſſeſitos and wozldly plea⸗ 
ſures, whiche are my tope and hartes delight-A- 
las that euer that date ſhall come, when all theſe 
J muſte bid farewell at once, and neuer to entoy 
any of theim after. Wherefore, it is not without 


greate caule ſpoken of the Wileman: O deathe, Eccle. xli. 


how bitter and ſower is the remẽbꝛaunce ot thee 
to a man that liueth in peace , and pꝛolperitie in 
his ſubſtaunce, to a man liuyng at eaſe, leadyng 
bis life after his awne mpnde , without trouble, 
and is therewithall well pampared and fedde? 
There be other men, whom this wozlde doth not 
lo greately laugh vpon but rather vere and op⸗ 


p2elle with pouertie, ſickeneſle g? ome other ad⸗ 
uerlitie. 
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uerſitie.p et thei do feare deathe, paxtely, becàuſe 
the fleſhe abhozreth naturally his awne ſozowe⸗ 
- full diſſolucion, whiche death doth thꝛeaten vn⸗ 
to them:And partly, by reaſon of ſickeneſſes, and 
painfull diſeaſes, whiche be moſt irong pagues 
and agontes in the fleſhe , and vſe commonly to 
come to ſicke men, befoze deathe, oz at the leaſte, 
accompanie death, whenſoeuer it commeth. 
ALTHOYV GH theſe two caules ſeme great 
and weightie to a wozldly man, wherupon he is 
moued to feare deathe.yet there is another cauſe 
muche greater then any of theſe afoze teherſed, 
fo2 whiche in deede, he hath iuſte cauſe to feare 
death: and that is, the ſtate and condicion, wher 
vnto at the laſte ende, death bꝛyngeth all theim 
that haue their hartes tixed vpon this wozlde, 
without repentaunce and amendement. This 
ſtate and condicion, is called the ſeconde death, 
whiche, vnto all ſuche ſhal inſue after this bode⸗ 
ly death. And this is that death, whiche in deede 
ought to be dzed and feared: fox it is the euerla⸗ 
ſtyng loſſe without remedy, of the grace and fa- 
uoz of GC D, and of euerlaſtyng toye.plealure, 
and felicitie. And it is not onely the loſſe fozeuer 
ok all theſe eternall pleaſutes, but alſo it is the 
condempnacion, bothe of body and ſoule, (with⸗ 
out either appellacion, oz hope of redempcion) 
vnto euerlaſtyng paines in hell. Unto this ſtate 
Luke. xvi. deathe ſente the bnmercifull and vngodly riche 
man, (that Luke ſpeaketh of, in his Goſpell) 
who liuyng in all wealthe and pleaſure, in this 
| wozlde, 
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wozlde,x cheriſhing him ſelf daily with dayntie 
fate, and go2geous apparel,diſpiſed poze Laza: 
rus, that lay pitifully at his gate,miſcrably pla- 
gued, and ful of ſoʒes, and alſo greuouſly ppned 
with hunger. 

BO THE theſe two, were arreſted of deathe 
which ſent Lazarus the poze milerable man by 


l yu ANA 


Jagels anone vnto Abzahams boſome: a place # 


of relt,pleaſure and coſolacion, But the vnner⸗ Ho 


citul rycheman, de ſcẽded doune into hel, and be⸗ 
yng in tozmẽtes, he cryed fo2 comkoꝛzt, complay⸗ 
ning of þ intollerable paine that he ſuffcred in 
that flamme of fpze,but it was to late. So vnto 
this place, bodyly death ſendeth all the, that in 
this woꝛld, haue their ioye and felicttie: al them 
that in this wozlde, be vnfaithfull vnto God, a 
vncharitable vnto their neyghboꝛs, ſo diynge 
without repentaunce, and hope of Gods mercy: 
Wherkoꝛe it is no maruaple, that the wozldlye 
man feareth death, koz he hath much moze cauſe 
ſo to do, then he him ſelfe doth conſidze. 


TH vs we ſe thze cauſes, why woꝛldlye men The ted. 


keare death, One, becauſe they ſhal loſe thereby, 
their wozldly honoꝛs, tyches, poſſeſſiõs, and all 


their hartes delires: Another, becauſe of pain⸗ The cecond. 


full diſeaſes, and bitter pagues, which comonly 
men luffer, either befoze, oz at the time of death: 


But the chief cauſe, aboue all other, is the dzead be then 


ofthe miſerable ſtate, ot eternal dãpnaciõ bothe 
of body and loule, which they feare,ſhal folowe, 
after theirdepartinge out of the wozlbelp plea⸗ 
MN.f, (ures 


Hebre.it. 


1-Cor,ti1, 
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ſures of this pꝛelent lyte. 

FE OR thele cauſes, be al moztal men, ( which be 
geuen to the loue ot this woz!de)both in keare, 
ſtate ot death, thoꝛough ſinne(as p holy Apoſtle 
ſaieth ) ſo lõg as ther liue here in this wozld. But 
(euerlaſtinge thankes be to almightye God foz 
euer) thete is neuer one o7 all thele cauſes, no, 
no: pet they altogether, that can make a true 
Chuſtia man afrayde to dye, (which is the verp 
meb:e of Chzſt.the Temple of the holy Ghoſte, 
the lonne of God , and the very inheritoz of the 
everlaſting kpngi>ome of heauen)but plapnlye 
contratp, he conceiueth great and many caules, 
vndoubtedly groũded vpon the infallible and 
euerlaſtinge truth ot the woꝛde ok God, whiche 
moue him, not only to put away the feare of bo⸗ 
diely death but alſo foꝛ the manifolde benefites 
and ſinguler commodities, whiche enſue vnto 
euery faithful perion , by reaſon of theſame, to 
wplh.,delire, and long hatrtely fo2 it. Foz death 
ſhal be to him no death at all, but a very deliue⸗ 
raunce from death, from all paynes, cares, a ſo⸗ 
rowes, miſeries, and wzetchednes of this world, 
and the very entry into reſt, and a beginning of 
euelaſting ioye, a taſting of heautly pleaſures, 
lo great, that neither tongue is able to expꝛeſſe, 
neither eye to ſe, noz eare to heare them, no, noz 
koʒ any earthly mans hart to conceyuc them. 
So excedinge greate benetites they be, whiche 
God our heauenly father by his mere mercye, d 
fo: the loue of his ſonne Jelus Chiilte, 750 
N Ss ayed 
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layed vp in ſtoze, and pꝛepared foz theim, that 
humbly ſubmitte them ſeltes to Gods will, and 
euerinozc vntapnedlp,loue him, fro the botome 
ok their hartes. And we oughte to beleue, that 
death beynge llayne by Chziſt, cannot kepe any 
man, that ſtedfaſtly truſteth in Chziſt, vnder his 
perpetuall tyꝛannp and ſubteccton , but that he 
ſhall ryſe from death agayne vnto glozy , at the 
laſte dape appoynted by almightie God, like as 
Chuſt oure head did riſe againe , accoꝛdinge to 
Gods appointement.the third dap, Foz S. Au⸗ 
guſtine lateth: The head goynge betfoze, the ine- 
bzes truſt to folow,and come atter, And (Paul 
ſaieth:it᷑ Chʒiſte be riſen from the dead, we ſhall 
riſe alſo from thelame. And to comfozt all Chzt- 
ſten pcrſons herein, holy ſcripture calleth thys 
bodtely death a ſlepe, wherin mas ſenſes be (as 
it were)take from him, to: a ſeaſon, and yet whe 
he awaketh , he is moꝛe freaſh.then he was whe 
he wet to bed. So, although we haue our ſoules 
ſeperated fro our bodies foz a ſeaſon, vet at the 
general re{urreccts, we ſhalbe moze freſh, beau⸗ 
tiful and pcrfite,then we be now. Foz now we be 
moztal,thcn we ſhalbe imoztal, now infect with 
diuers inkirmities, then clerely voide of al moz⸗ 
tal inkirmities, now we be ſubiect to all carnall 
deſires, then we ſhalbe al ſpiritual, deſiring no⸗ 
thinge but Gods glozy, and thinges eternall. 

Thus is this bodiely death, a dooze, oꝛ entringe 
vnto lyke, and thertoꝛe not lomuche dzeadful,(if 
it be rightly cõlidered) as it is comfoztable, not 


Roma. viii. 


Ihon. vi. 


Ihon. vi. 


i. Corin. i. 
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a miſchiet, but a remedy ok all miſchief, no ene⸗ 
my, but a frende, not a cruel tyꝛaunt, but a getle 
gupde, leadyng vs not to moztalitie, but to im⸗ 
moꝛtalitie, not to ſoꝛow and payne, but to ioye x 
pleaſure, and that to endure foz euer, it it be tha- 
ketully takẽ, and accepted as Gods meſſenger, 
q paciently boꝛne of vs fo Chziſtes loue, that 
\nffered moſt painfull death, foꝛ our loue, to re⸗ 
deme vs from death eternal. Accozdinge here- 
vnto, ſainct Paule ſaieth:our lyfe is hidde with 
Chziſte in God, but when our lyfe ſhall appere, 
then ſhall we alſo appcre with him in glozie: 
Why then, ſhal we feare to dyeeconſidering the 
manikolde, and c6foztable pzomiles of the Gol⸗ 
pel, and of holy ſcriptures:? God the fatherhath 
geuen vs cuerlaſtinge lyfe, (ſaieth S. Jhon)x 
this Iyfe is in his ſonne , he that hath the ſonne, 
bath lyfe , and he that hath not the ſonne, hath 
not lyfe. Andthis J wzyte(laieth S. Jhon)to 
vou, that beleue in the name of the ſonne of God 
that you may know, that you haue euetlaſtinge 
lite, and that you do beleue vpõ the name of the 
ſonne of God, And our (autoz Chziſte ſayeth: he 
that beleueth in me,hathlyfe euerlaſting, and J 
will raiſe him krom death to life, at the laſt dap. 
Sainct Paul alſo laieth: that Chaiſte is oꝛdep⸗ 
ned and made of God, our righteoulnes, our ho⸗ 
lynes a redempcion, to the entent that he, which 
will glozy,ſhoulde glozy in the Lozde. Saincte 
Paule did contemne,# let litle by all other thin⸗ 
ges, eſteminge them as dunge,whiche * ye 
| | ad in 
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had in very great pꝛyce, that he might be foũde 
in Chziſt, to haue euerlaſting life, true holynes, 


righteouſnes and redempcion: Finally, l. Paul Colle. iii. 


maketh a playne argument in this wile: It our 
heauenly father wolde not ſpare his awn natu⸗ 
rall ſonne, but did geue hi to death, foꝛ vs, howe 
can it be, that with him he ſhoulde not geue vs 
all thinges: Therkoꝛe, it we haue Chꝛiſt. then 
haue we with him, and by him, al good thinges, 
what ſoeuer we can in our hartes wiſh oz deſire, 
as victozy ouer death, ſinne and hel: we haue the 
kauoꝛ of od, peace with him, holines, wiſedom, 
iuſtice, power, life, redempcion: we haue by hym 
perpetual healthe, wealth, ioye, and blyſſe euer⸗ 
laſtinge. 

A Lthoſe,therfoze haue great cauſe to be ful 
of toye, that be topned to Chzilt with true fayth 
ſtedkaſt hope, and perfit charitie, and not to fear 
death noz euerlaſting dampnacion: Foz deathe 
cannot depꝛiue the of Jeſu Chziſt,no2 any ſinne 
can condempne thein, that are graffed ſurely in 
him, which is their onely tay, treaſure, and lite. 
Let vs repent our ſinnes, amend our likes, truſt 
in his mercy and latiifaccion, and death can nei⸗ 
ther take hiin from vs, no vs from him: Fo: 


than, (as l. aul ſaicth) whether we lyue 02 dye, Roma. xiaiꝭ 


we be the Lozdes awne. And agayne he ſayeth, 
Chailt did dye, x toſe agayne, becauſe he ſhould 
be Loꝛd, both of the dead and.quicke. Then tf 
we be the Loꝛdes awne when we be dead, it muſt 
nedes folowe, that ſuche tempozall deathe ; not 

| Q.itf. onely 
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onelp cannot harine vs, but alſo , that it ſhall 
muche be to our pzofit,and iopne vs vnto God, 
moe perfectly, Ind therot the chꝛiſtiã hart may 
ſurely be certified by the infallible truth of holy 
ſcripture, It is God(lateth ſ. Paul:) which hath 
pꝛepared vs, vnto immoꝛtalitie, and thelame is 
he, whiche hath geuen vs an earneſt of the ſpi⸗ 
rite, Therfoze , let vs be alwates of good coin- 
fourte . fox we knowe, that ſo longe as we be in 
the body, we be (as it were) karte from God in a 
ſtraunge countrep, ſubiect to many perils,wal- 
kynge without perkite lighte , and knowledge 
of almighty God, onely ſeinge hym by faith, in 
holy ſcriptures. But we haue a courage # deſire 
rather to be at home with God and oute ſautoz 
Chꝛiſte, farte from the body, where we mape be⸗ 
hold his Godhead, as he is face to face, to oute 
euerlaſtyng cofozt.Thele be ſainctaules woz- 
des in effecte, wherby we may perceyue, that the 
life in this wozld, ts reſembled to a pilgrunage, 
Hebre. xiii, in ũ ſttaunge countrie far frome God: and that 
death, deliueringe vs fro our bodies, doth lende 
vs ſtraight home, into our awne countrey, and 
maketh vs to dwel pꝛeſently with God fox euer, 
in perpetual reſt and quietneſſe. So that to dye 
is no loſſe, but pzofite and winninge to all true 

chziſten people. | 
_ vvHarTloſtthethcfe, thathanged on the 
croſſe with Chꝛiſt by his bodely death-Pea,how 
Luk. xxiii. Miche dyd he gayne by it⸗ Did not our lautour 
ſay vnto him, this daye thou ſhalt be with me in 
Paradiſe⸗ 
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Paradiſe: And Lazarus, that pitiful perſo,that 
lap befoze the richemans gate, papned with ſo⸗ 
res, and pined with hungre,did not death high⸗ 
lpe pzofite and pzomote hum? AChiche by the 
miniſtery of Jungels, ſent him vnto Abzahams 
boſome, a place of reſt, iope and heauenly conſo⸗ 
lacion: Let vs thintze none other, (good chziſten 
people) but Chziſt hath pzepared thelame top , x 
felicitie foz vs, that hc pzepared foʒ Lazarus x 
the theke. Wherkoze, let vs ſticke vnto his ſalua 
cion, and gractous redempcton: and beleue hys 
worde, ſerue him from oure hartes, loue ⁊ obeye 
him, and whatſoeuer we haue done heretokoze, 

contrary to his moſte holy wil, now let vs repet 
in time, and hereafter ſtudie to cozrect our like, 
doubt not, but weſhal finde him as mercikul vn⸗ 
to vs as he was either to Lazarus, oz to þ thefe: 
whole examples are waitte in holy ſcripture, foz 
the comkozte of thẽ, that be ſinners, and lubiecte 
to ſoꝛowes, mileties, xcalamities in this wozld, 
that they ſhoulde not deſpeire in Gods mercye, 

but euer truſte, thereby to haue koꝛzgiueneſſe of 
their ſynnes and life euerlaſting, as Lazarus + 
the thefe had. Thus J truſt euery chziſten man, 
perceiueth by the inkallible woꝛde of God, that 
bodiely death cannot harme noz hynder theim, 

that truly beleue in Chzilte , but contrary ſhall 
p2ofit and pꝛomote the chziſten ſoules, whiche 
beyng truly penitent foꝛ their offences departe 
hence in perfect charitie, and in ſure truſte, that 
Sad is 2 to them, fozgiuinge their ſyn⸗ 
nes, 


The * 1 
cauſe, w 


re death. 
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nes,foz the merites of Jeſus Chziſte, his onelp 
naturall tonne. 


T HE ſeconde cauſe, why ſome do feare death, 


Come'do feas is (oze ſickeneſſe, and greuous papnes, whiche 


partly, come befoze death, & partly, accopaineth 
death, whenloeuer it cometh. Thys feare,is the 
feare of the fraile fleaſhe,and a natural paſſion. 
belonginge vnto the nature of a moztall man: 
But true kayth, in Gods pꝛomiſes, and regarde 
of the paynes and pangues, whiche Chziſt, vpõ 
the croſſe, luſfred koꝛ vs miſerable ſinners, with 
conſideracion of the iope, and euerlaſting lite to 
come in heauen, wil mitigate thole papnes, and 
moderate this feare, that it ſhal neuer be able to 
ouerthzowe the hartie deſire, and gladneſſe that 
the chꝛiſtiã ſoule, hath to be ſeparated from this 
coꝛrupt body, that it mape come to the gracious 
pꝛeſence, oł our ſauioʒ Jeſus Chꝛiſt. It we be⸗ 
leue ſtedfaſtly the wooꝛde of God, we ſhall per⸗ 
ceyue, that cuche bodiely ſickeneſſe, pangues of 
— 02 whatlocuer doloꝛouspaines we ſuftre, 
either befoze oz with deathe, be nothinge els in 
chziſten men, but the rodde of our heauenly and 
loupnge father, wherwith he mercifu lly cozrec- 
teth vs, either to trie and declare the faithe of 
his pacient chyldzen, that they maye be kounde 
laudable,gloztous, and honozable in his ſight, 
when Jeſus Chziſt ſhalbe openly ſhewed, to be 
the Judge ok all the woꝛlde: oz els to chaſtẽ, and 
amende in them, whatloeuer offendeth hys ka⸗ 
therly and gracious goodneſſe, leſt they ſhould 


pertſhe 
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periſhe euerlaſtingly. And thys his cozrectinge 
rodde, is common to all them that be truly his: 
therkoꝛe let vs caſte awaye the burden of ſinne, 
that lieth ſo heuye in oure neckes, and returne 
vnto God, by true penaunce, and amendemente 
ok our lifes. Let vs with pactence runne thys 
courſe that is appointed, ſuffering(fo2 his lake 
that dyed koꝛ our ſaluacion) al ſozowes and pã⸗ 
gues of death,and death it ſelfe toyfully, when 
god lendeth it to vs, hauing our eyes fired euer 
vpon the heade, a capitapn of our faith , Jeſus 
Chuſte. Who (conſideringe the toye, that he 
ſhoulde come vnto)cared neither foz the ſhame. 
noz payne of deathe, but willingly, conkoꝛmyng 
his will to hys fathers will, moſte paciently ſuf- 
fered the moſte ſhamefull and paynfull deathe 
of the croſſe, beyng innocent. And now therfoze, 
he is exalted in heauen, and cuerlaſtingly ſit- 
teth on the right hande of the thzone of God the 
father, Let vs call to our remembzaunce there- 
foze,the life and toyes of heauen, that are kepte 
fo: all them, that paciently doo ſuffre here with 
Chaiſte: and conſider, that Chziſte ſuffered all 
hys papnfull paſſion, by ſynners, and foz ſyn⸗ 
ners, and then we ſhall with pactence , and the 
moe eaſely , ſuſtre ſuche ſozowes and papnes, 
when they come. Let vs not ſet at light, the cha- 
ſtiſinge of the Lo2zde,noz grudge at hym, noꝛ fal 
from hym, when ok hiin we be cozrected: foz the 
Loꝛde loueth them, whome he doth cozrecte, and 
beateth euery one, whome he tabeth to be hys 

Us chylde. 
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Hebre,xii. chylde. What chylde is that, (ſayeth ſ. Paule) 
whome the father loueth, and doth not chaſtice⸗ 
It ye be without Gods cozreccion( which al his 
welbeloued and true chyldzen haue) then be pou 
but baſtardes, ſimally regarded of God, and not 
hys true chyldꝛen. 

F THERF ORE-\ſ[epnge, that when we haue in 
earth, our carnall fathers to be our coꝛrectoꝛs, 
we do feare them, and reuetently take their coz⸗ 
reccion, ſhall we not muche moze be in ſubiecciõ 
to God our lpirituall father, by whome we ſhal 
ha ue eternall life: And our carnal fathers ſoine 
time cozrect vs, euen as plealeth them, without 
cauſe:but this father, iuſtli cozrecteth vs, either 
foz our ſynne, to the intent we ſhould amende oz 
fo our commoditie 4 wealth, to make vs there⸗ 
by partakers of his holineſſe. Furthermoze,all 
co2reccion, whiche God ſendeth vs in thys pꝛe⸗ 
ſent tyme, ſemeth to haue no ioye and comfozte, 
but loꝛowe and payne: pet it bʒingeth with it a 
taſte of Gods mercye and goodnes, towardes 
them that be ſo coꝛrected, 4 a (ure hope of Gods 
euerlaſting conſolacion in heauen. It then theſe 
ſozowes, diſeales and lickeneſſes, and alſo death 
it lelke, be nothing els, but our heauenly fathers 
rod, wherby he certificth vs of his loue and gra 
cious fauo2,wherby he trieth and purifteth vs, 
wherby he geueth vnto vs holineſſe, and certt- 
fieth vs, that we be his chyldꝛe, and he our mer⸗ 
cifull father:ſhall not we then, with all humili⸗ 
tte as obed ent a louing childzen. toytully kyfſe 
ve I 6/74 our 


Ofthefeare of death, 
our heauenly fathers rod, and euer ſape in oure 


horte, with our lauioꝛ Jelus Chziſte. Father if Mate. xxvi. 


this anguiſhe and ſozowe which J fele death 
whiche e appꝛoche, maye not palle, (but that 
thy will is, that J muſte luffre them )thy will be 
done, | 


NOV Vxthe thitde, and ſpetiall cauſe, why The thywe 


deathe in dede is to be feared, is, the miſerable 


cauſc whp 
death is to bs 


ſtate of the woꝛldly and vngodly people, after feared. 


their death. But this is no caule at all, why the 
godly and faithfull people ſhoulde feare death, 
but rather contrarywiſe, their godly conuerſa- 
cion, in this lyte, and beliefe in Ch:tft, cleauing 
continualip to his merites, ſhoulde make theim 
to longe ſoʒe atter that lite, that remapneth foz 
them vndoubtedip after this bodyly death. Ok 
this immoꝛtall ſtate after this tranſitoꝛy lyfe, 
where we ſhall liue euermoze, in the pzeſence of 
God, in toye and reſte, aftcr victozy ouer all ſic⸗ 
kenes, ſozowes, ſinne, and death, there be many, 
bothe plain places of holy ſcripture which con⸗ 
firme the weake conſcience agapnſt the feare of 
all (uche dolours, ſickeneſſes, ſpnne and deathe 
cozpozall.to aſſwage ſuche trimblinge and vn- 
godly feare,and to encourage vs with confozte 


Paule wiſſheth vnto the Epheſians, that God 
the father of glozp, woulde geue vnto them, the 
ſpirite of wiſedome and reuelacio , that the eyes 
of their hartes might haue light to know hym, 
and to percepue how great ton ges he had * 
. ij. e 


« hope, of ableſſed ſtate aftcr this like. Daincte gone. l. 


Sapi.iii. 
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led them vnto, and howe riche inheritaunce he 
hath pꝛepared after this lyfe,foz them that per⸗ 
teine vnto hym. And lainct Paule him ſelke, de⸗ 
clareth the deſire ok his harte, whiche was to be 
diſſolued and loſed from his bodie, and to be 
with Chzilt, which( as he ſaide) was much better 
fo: him, although to them, it was moze neceſſary 
that he ſhoulde line, whiche he refuſed not, fo2 
their lakes, Euen like as ſainct Martyn ſaped: 
good Lozde, if IJ be neceſſary foz thy people to 
do good vnto them, J will refuſe no laboz , but 
— fen myne awne ſelke, J beſeche the to take mp 
dule. 

NO v v, the holy fathers of the olde law, and 
all faithful and righteous men, which departed 
befoze our ſauioꝛ Chaiſtes aſcencion into heaue, 
dyd by death.departe from troubles vnto reſte, 
from the handes of their enemies, into the han⸗ 
des of God, from lozowes and ſickeneſſes vnto 
topfull refreaſhynge into Abzahams boſome, a 
place of all comfozte and conſolacion, as ſcrip⸗ 
tures do plainly by manifeſt wooꝛdes teſtikie. 
The boke of Wiſledome fateth: that the righte⸗ 
ous mens loules be in the hande of God, and no 
tozmente ſhall touche them. They leined to the 
eyes of foliſhe men to dye, and their death was 
coinpted miſerable, and their departinge out of 
this wozlde, wzetched, but they be in reſte. Ind 
another place ſateth: that the righteous ſhall 
liue fo; euer, and their reward is with the Lozd, 


their mpndes be with God, who is aboue all. 


Therkoze 
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Therfoze they ſhall recepue a glozious kyng⸗ 
dome, and a beautifull croune, at the Lozdes 
hãde. Ind in an other place, theſame boke fateth: 
the righteous, though he be pꝛeuented with ſo⸗ 


he ſhalbe refreſhed. Of Abzahäs bolome, Chzi⸗ 
ſtes wozdes be lo playne, that a chʒiſtẽ man ne⸗ 
deth no moze pꝛoke of it. Now then, if this were 
the ſtate of the holy fathers and righteous men, 
befoze the comminge of our lauioꝛ, and befoze 
he was glozifted, howe muche moze then, ought 
all we to haue a ſtedfaſt faith, and a ſure hoope 
of this bleſſed ſtate a condiciõ, after our death⸗ 
Seynge that our ſauioꝛ, now hath perfourimed 
the whole wozke or out redempcion, and is glo⸗ 
rioully aſcended into heauen, to pꝛepare oure 
dwelling places with him, and ſaped vnto hys 


dain death, neuertheleſſe he ſhalbe there, where Sapien iii. 


kather: Father, will that where Jam, mp ſer- Ihon.zvit. 


uauntes ſhalbe with me. And we knowe, that 
whatſoeter Chziſt wil, his father will the laune: 
wherfoze it cannot be, but if we be hys kaithkull 
ſeruaũtes, our ſoules ſhalbe with him, after our 


departing out of this pꝛeſent life. Sainct Ste- Ades. vii. 


phin, when he was ſtoned to deathe, euen in the 
middeſt ot his tozinentes, what was his mynde 
moſte vpõ:? When he was full of the holy ghoſt, 
(ſaieth holy ſcripture)hauing his eyes lifted vp 
into heauen, he ſaw the glozp of God, and Jeſus 
ſtanding on the right hand of God. The which 
truth, after he had confeſſed boldelp befoze the 
enemies of Chꝛiſte, they dzꝛewe hym oute of the 
K. iij. cytie, 


Ihon. v. 


Pſal. cxvi. 


Luke. ii. 
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citie, and there they ſtoned hym, who cried vnto 
God ſaiynge:Loꝛd JeiuChuiſt,take my ſpirite. 
And doth not our ſauioꝛ ſaye plapnely in ſainct 
Jhons Goſpel:Uerelp, verelp, I ſay vnto you, 
he that hcareth mp woozde and belcueth hym 
that ſent me,hath euerlaſtyng lyke, and cometh 
not into tudgement, but ſhall paſſe from death 
to life. Shall we not then thinke, that death to 
be pꝛecious, by the which we paſſe vnto lyke⸗ 

Therfoze , it is a true ſaiyng of the Pꝛophet, the 
death of the Holy and righteous me, is pꝛecious 
in the Loꝛdes light. Holy Simeon after that he 
had hys hartes deſire, in ſeinge oure ſauioz that 
he euer longed koz all his life, he embꝛaced hym 
in hys armes, and layde: Now Loꝛde, let ine de⸗ 
parte in peace, foz myne epes haue beholden 


that ſauioz, whiche thou haſte pꝛepared foz all 
nactons. 


Pſal.cxiiii. 


Iris truth ther koꝛe, that the death of the righ⸗ 
teous, is called peace, and the benefite of the 
Loꝛde, as the Churche ſayeth, in the name of the 
righteous departed out of this wozlde: My 
ſoule turne the to thy reſt, foz the Loꝛde hathe 
bene good to the, and rewarded the. And we le 
by holy ſcripture, and other aunciente hiſtozies 
ol Martyꝛs, that the holy, faithkull, and righte⸗ 
ous, euer ſcns Chaiſtes aſcencion, in their death 
did not doubte, but that they wente to be with 
Chꝛiſt in ſpirite which is our lite, health, wealth 
and ſaluacion. Jhon in his holy reuelaciõ ſawe 
a. C.xl.and.iiij. M. virgins and innocentes, of 

of whome 


Ok the feare of death. Li 
of whomehe layde: Thele folow the Lambe Je⸗ Apoc . xiiii. 
ſu Chziſt, wherſoeuer he goeth. And ſhoꝛtely af-= 
ter, in the ſame place he ſaieth, J harde a voice 
from heauen, ſaiyng vnto me: Wozite, happye c 
bleſſed are the dead, which dye in the Lozd, trom 
hencefurth{ſurely ſaieth the (pirite ) they ſhall 
reſt froin their paynes à labours, foꝛ their woz⸗ 
kes do folow the: So that then they ſhall reape 
with toy and cofozt that, which they {owed with 
laboꝛs and paines. They that ſowe in the ſpirit, 
of the ſpirit (hall reape euerlàſtyng lyfe, Let vs 
therfoze neuer be werp of well doynge, koꝛ when 
the tyme of reappng,o2 reward cõmeth, we ſhall 
reape without any werines euerlaſtinge toy. 
Therfoze,whtlc we haue tyme(as S. Baule ann 
hozteth vs) let vs do good to all men, not laye _y N 
vp our treaſures in earth, where ruſte q mothes 
cozrupt it, whiche ruſte (as S. James ſapech) 1a co. . 
hall beare witnes agaynſt vs, at the great dap, 
condempne vs, and ſhall like moſte bzenninge 
kyꝛe, toʒꝛment our fleſhe. Let vs beware therfoze, 
(as we tende oure awne wealth) that we be not 
in the nombze of thoſe miſerable coueteous me, 
whiche laincte James biddeth mourne and la⸗ 
inet foꝛ their gredy gathering, and vngodly ke⸗ 
pynge of goodes, Let vs be wile in time, and 
learne to tolowe the wile example of the wicked 
Stuard. Let vs (o pꝛudently diſpole our goo⸗ 
des and poſleſſtons, committed vnto vs here by , 
Gad koꝛ a ſealon, that we maye truely heare and 
obeye this commaundemet of our ſauioz _ 
£85 
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ſtes: I ſaye vnto pou, (ſapeth he) make pou fren- 
des of the wicked Mammon, that they may re⸗ 
ceyue pou, into euerlaſtinge tabernacles. Ny⸗ 
ches, he calleth wicked, becaule the woꝛlde abu⸗ 
ſeth them vnto all wickednes, whiche are other⸗ 
wile the good gifte of God, and the inſtrumẽ tes, 
wherby Gods ſeruauntes do trucly lerue Him, 
in vling ofthe ſame. He commaunded them not 
to make them riche frendes , to get highe dignt- 
ties, and woꝛldly poſſeſſions , to geue great gif- 
tes to riche men.that haue nonede therof, but to 
make them frendes of poze and miſerable men: 
vnto whome, whatſoeuer they geue, Chzilte ac- 
cepteth it, as geuen to him ſelfe, And to theſe 
frendes,Chzilte in the Goſpell geueth ſo greate 
honoz and pꝛeeminence that he ſapeth: thep ſhal 
tecepue their benefactozs, into euerlaſting hou⸗ 
ſes. Not that men ſhalbe our rewarders, foz our 
well doing, but that Chꝛiſt wil rewarde vs, and 
take it to be done vnto him ſelke, whatſoeuer is 
done to ſuche krendes. 

THVs makynge pooze wzetches oure kren⸗ 
des, we make oure ſautour Chziſte oure frende, 
whole membzes they are, whoſe miſerie, as he 
taketh fo: hys awne miſerp, ſo their reliefe, ſuc⸗ 
cour and helpe , he taketh fo: his ſuccour reliek, 
and helpe, and will aſmuche thanke vs and res 
warde vs foz oure goodnes ſhewed to them, as 
ik he hym ſelfe had receyued lyke benefite at our 


Matt. xxv. Yandes , as he witneſſeth in the Goſpell, ſai⸗ 
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to any of theſe ſimple perſones whiche do beleue 
in me, that haue ye doen to mp (elf. Therfoze let 
vs diligetly foꝛſee, that our faith and hope whi- 
che we haue concetued in almightie God, and in 
our ſautoʒ Chziſte, waxe not fainte, noꝛ that the 
loue whiche we pꝛetende to beare to hym , ware 
not could:but let vs ſtudie daily and diligently 
to ſhewe our ſelfes to bee the true honozers and 
louers of God, by kepyng ok his commaunde⸗ 
mentcs, by dooyng of good deedes vnto oure 
neighbozs,releupng by all meanes that we can, 
their pouerty with our abundaunce, their igno⸗ 
raunce with our wiledome and learnyng, and 
comfozt theit weakeneſſe with our ſtrength and 
authozitte, callyng all men backe from euill do⸗ 
png,by Godly counſaill and good example, per 
ſeueryng (fill in well doyng lo long as we liue. 
Do ſhall we not neede to feare death foꝛ any of 
thole three cauſes afoze menctoned, noꝛ vet foꝛ 
any other caule that can be imagined: but con⸗ 
trary,colideryng the manifold ſtckeneſſes.trou- 
bles and ſoꝛowes ofthis pꝛeſent life, the daun⸗ 
gers of this perilous pilgrimage, and the great 
encombzaunce, whiche our ſpirite hath by this 
ſpnfull fleſhe and fraile body ſubtect to deathe: 
conſideryng alſo the manifold ſozowes a daun- 
gerous deceiptes ofthis woꝛlde on euery fide, 
the intollerable pꝛide coueteouſnes, and lechery 
in tyme of pꝛoſperitie the umpacict murmuryng 
ol theim that vee woꝛloly in tyme of adurriltre, 
Whiche ceaſe not to withdzawe and plucke vs 
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from God our lautoz Chulſt,fro our life, wealth, 
o2 cternall ioye and ſaluacion: confiderpng allo 
the innumerable aſſautes, of our ghoſtly enemy 
the deuill, with al his ficrie dartes of ambicton, 
pꝛide, lechery, vainglozy.cnue,malice, detracct- 


on, with other His innumerable deceiptes, engi⸗ 


nes and ſnares, wherby he goth bulely about to 
catche all men vnder his dominton, euer like a 
rozyng Lion by all meanes ſearchyng whom he 
mate deuoure:the faithfull Chultian man, whi⸗ 
che conlidereth al thele miſeries,perilles and in⸗ 
commodities, ( wherunto he ts ſubiect, ſo long as 
he here liueth vpõ yearth) and on the other part 
conſidereth, that bleſſed and comfoztable ſtate 
of the heauenly life to come, and the ſwete con⸗ 
diction of theim, that departe in the Lozde, how 
thei are deliuered from the continual encombꝛã⸗ 
ces of their moztall and ſynfull body, from all 
the malice,craftes and decciptcs of this woꝛlde, 
from all the aſſautes of theit ghoſtly enemy the 
deuill, to liue in peace.reſt and perpetuall quiet⸗ 
nes, to liue in the felowihip of innumerable An- 
gelles, and with the congregacton of pefectauſt 
men as Patriarches:P2ophetes, Martyꝛs and 
Confeſſozs: and finally, vnto the pꝛeſence of al⸗ 
mightie God, and our lauioꝛ Jeſus Chziſte. He 
that doth cõſider all theſe thynges, and beleueth 
theim aſſuredly, as thei are to be beleued, euen 
from the botome of his harte, beyng eſtabliſhed 
in God in this true kaithe, hauyng a quiete con⸗ 
ſcience in Chꝛiſt, a firme hope, and aſſured truſt 
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to cal hym out of this life) grea⸗ 
tely deſire in his hart, that 
he mate bee rid from 
al thcle occalios 
of euil, and 
liue e⸗ 
Ucr 
to Gods 
plealure, in per 
fect obedience of his 
will, with our ſautoz Jeſus 
Chute : to whole gracious pꝛe⸗ 
lence, the Loꝛde ok his infi- 
nite mercie and grace 
bzyng vs to rei⸗ 
gne with 
hym, 
in 
like euer⸗ 
laſting. To whõ 
with our heauenly fa- 
ther, and the holy ghoſt, be 
glozie in wozldes 
without end. 
AMEN. 


S. ij. 


in Godes mercie, thzough the merites of Jeſu 
Chꝛſt to obtein this quietnes, teſt and eternall 
toye: [Hall not onely be without feare of bodily 
death, when it commeth, but certainly (as ſatnct 

Paule did) ſo ſhall he gladly ( accoꝛdyng to philip. i. 
Gods will, and when it pleaſeth God 
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and appoyncted all thynges, 
mm heaus yearth, and waters, 
in aà moſte excellent and per⸗ 
. 4 fect oꝛdꝛe. In heauen he hath 
,; d appoynted diſtincte Pzders 


F mightie God hath created 


and ſtates of Archangelles 
and Angelles. In the yearth 
he hath aſſigned kynges, pꝛinces, with other go⸗ 
ucrnozs vnder theim, all in good and neceſſarie 
oꝛdꝛe. The water aboue is kepte and raineth 
doune in dewe tyme and ſeaſon. The Donne, 
Moone, Sterres, Nainbowe, Thundze,Lighte- 
nyng, cloudes, and all birdes of the aire, do kepe 
theit oꝛdꝛe. The Pearth, Trees, Deedes Plan⸗ 
tes, Herbes, and Coane, Graſſe and all maner of 
beaſtes, kepe theim in their ozdꝛe. All the partes 
of the whole pere, as Winter, Somer, Wone- 
thes, Nightes and Dales, continue in their oꝛ⸗ 
dꝛe. All kyndes of Filhes in the ſea, Niuers and 
Waters, with all Fountaines, Dpzynges.yea. 
the Seas themlelfes, kepe their comely cotrle x 
92d2e. And Manhpmlelrf alſo ; hath all his par⸗ 
tes, bothe within and without, as Soule Harte 
Mynd, Memoꝛp, Underſtandyng KReaſon ſpea⸗ 
che,. withall and ſynguler cozpozall membzes of 
his body, in a p2ofitable,necefſarie and pleaſaũt 
oꝛdꝛe.Euery degree of people, in their vocacton, 
OY | cally ng. 
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callyng, and office,hath appointed to them their 
duetie and oꝛdꝛe. Some are in high degre, ſome 
in lowe, ſome Kynges and Princes, ſome infert- 
02S and ſubtectes,Pueſtes , and Laymen, Ma⸗ 
ſters and Seruauntes , Fathers and Childzen, 
Hul bandes and Wikes, Riche and Pooxe , and 
euery one haue nede of other, ſo þ in all thynges 
is to bee lauded and pꝛaiſed the goodly ozdze of 
God, without the whiche, no houle, no citee, no 
common wealthe, can continue and endure, Foz 
where there is no right o2dze , there reigneth all 
abuſe,carnall libertie, enoʒmitie, ſynne, and Ba- 
bilonical confuſion. Take awaie kynges, Pꝛin⸗ 
ces, Rulers, Magiſtrates, Judges, and ſuche 
ſtates of Gods o2dze, no man ſhall ride oꝛ go by 
the high way vnrobbed,no man ſhal flepe tn his 
awne houſe oz bed vnkilled, no man ſhall kepe 
his wife, childzen , and poſſeſſtons in qutetneſle, 
all thynges ſhalbe common, and there muſte ne⸗ 
des folowe all michiek x vtter deſtruccion, bothe 
of ſoules, bodies, goodes and commẽ wealthes. 
But blelled be GOD. that we in this realme of 
Englande, feele not the hozrible calamities, mi⸗ 
ſertes and wzetchednes whiche all thet vndoub⸗ 
tedly fele and ſuftre, that lacke this godly oꝛdze. 
And pꝛaiſed bee God, that we knowe the greate 
excellent benefite of God, ſhewed to warde vs in 
this behalfe: God hath ſent vs his high gift out 
moſte deare ſouereigne lozde, Kyng Edward the 
ſixt, with Godly, wiſe, and honozable counſaill, 
with other ſuperioꝛs and infertiozs, in a beauti⸗ 
S. ij. kull 
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full oꝛdꝛe. V herekoꝛe, lett vs ſubiectes doo our 
boũden dueties, geupyng hartie thankes to God, 
and pꝛaiyng fo the pꝛeleruacion of this Godly 
oꝛdꝛe. Let vs all obcye, euen from the botome of 
our hartes, all their Godly pzocedynges.lawes, 
{tatutes.p2oclamactons, and iniunccions, with 
al other their Godly oꝛders. Let vs conlidze the 
ſcriptures of the holy ghoſte, whiche perlwade 
and commaunde vs al, obediently to be ſubiect. 
Firſte and chiefly , to the Kynges Maieſtie, ſu⸗ 
pꝛeme hed ouer al, 5 next, to his honoꝛable coun⸗ 
ſa ill, and to al other noble men, magiſtrates and 
Officers, whiche by Godes goodneſſe be placed 
and ozdered:fo2 almightie GOD , is the onely 
aucthoz and p2outder of this fozenamed ſtate 
and oꝛdꝛe, as it is wiitten of God, in the boke of 
the Pꝛouerbes: Thꝛough me, kynges do reigne 
thꝛoughe me, counlaillers make tuſtc lawes, 
thzough me, do Pꝛinces beare rule, and al Jud- 
ges ot the pearth execute Judgement: : Jam lo⸗ 
uyng to thein, that loue me. 

N E R E let vs marke well, and remembze that 
the high power and aucthozitie ok Kynges, with 
their makyng of lawes, iudgementes, and offt- 
cers, are the oꝛdinaũces, not ot man, but of God: 
and therfoze is this wozde(thzough me)lo many 
tymes repeted. Here is alſo well to be conſidered 
and reinembꝛed that this good oꝛdꝛe is appoin⸗ 
ted of Gods wiſedome, kauoꝛ, and loue, ſpecially 
foz theim that loue God, and therfoze he ſaith: 


tarts vi. * * loue me. Allo, in the boke of wile 
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dome we mate euidently learne, that a Kynges 
power, aucthozitie, and ſtrength , is a greate be- 
nefite of God, geuen ok his greate mercie, to the 


coinfozte of our greate miſety.Foꝛ thus we read Sapi.vi. 


there ſpoken to kynges. Yeare o ye kynges and 
vnderitande:learne ye that be Judges ot the cn- 
des of the yearth:Geue care.ye that rule the mul 
titudes:foꝛʒ the power is geuen you of the lozde, 
and the ſtrength from the higheſt. Let vs learne 
allo here by the infallible woozde of God, that 
kynges and other ſupzeme x higher officers, are 
oꝛdeined of God, who is molt highelt.« therfoze 
thei are here diligently taught, to applie theim 
ſelfes, to knowledge and wiledome, neceſſary fo 
the ozderyng of Godes people, to their gouer⸗ 
1aunce committed. And thet be here allo taught 
by almightie GO D, that thet ſhould reknowe- 
ledge theim lelfcs , to haue all their power and 
ſtregth,not from Rome, but immediatly of God 
moſte higheſt. 


V V E tede in the boke of Deuteronomp, that Deu. xxxii. 


all puniſhement perteineth to God, by this ſen⸗ 
tence: vengeaunce is myne, and J will rewarde, 
But this lentence we mult vnderſtande ; to per⸗ 
tcin alſo to the Magiſtrates, whiche do excrcile 
Godes rowme in iudgement and puniſhyng by 
good and Godly lawes, here in pearth. And the 
places of ſcripture, whiche ſeme to reinoue from 
emong all Chꝛiſtian men, iudgement, puniſhe⸗ 
ment, oꝛ killyng, ought to be vnderſtande, that 
no man (ok his awne pꝛziuate aucthoutte ) N * 

e 
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be tudge otter other, maie puniſhe, maie kil. But 
we mult rekerre all iudgement to God, to Ryn⸗ 
ges and Rulers,and Judges vnder theim, whi⸗ 
che be Godes officers, to execute Juſtice, and by 
plain woꝛdes of ſctiptute, haue their aucthozitie 
and vle of lwearde, graunted from God, as wee 
are taught by lainct Paule, the deere and electe 
Apoſtle of our ſauioʒ Chʒiſte, whom we ought 
diligently to obey , euen as we would obeye our 
ſamoz2 Chullt.if he wer pzelent. Thus S. Paule 
wuteth to the Romaines : let euery ſoule ſubmit 
hymſelk, vnto the aucthozitie of the higher po⸗ 
wers,foz there is no power, but of God, that po⸗ 
wers that be, be oꝛdeined of G O D, whoſoeuer 
thcrefoze relilteth the power reſiſteth the oꝛdi⸗ 
naunce of God, but thei that reſiſt.ſhall receiue 
to theinlelfes dãpnacion, foʒ rulers are not fear⸗ 
full to theim that do good, but to theim that do 
euill. Wilt thou be without feare of the power? 
Do well then, and ſo ſhalt thou be pzaiſed ot the 
ſame, foꝛ he is the miniſter of god foꝛ thy welth: 
But and if thou doo that, whiche is euill, then 
feare, koʒ he beareth not the lwearde foz naught, 
koꝛ he is the miniſter of God, to take Legeaunce 
on hym, that doth euill. Wherekoꝛe pe muſte ne⸗ 
des obey, not onely foz feate of vengeaunce, but 
alſo, becauſe of cõſcience and euen koꝛ this cauſe 
pate ye tribute, foʒ thei are Gods ininiſters, ſer⸗ 

uyng foz thelaine purpole. 
N E RE lette vs all learne of ſainct Paule, the 
elect veſſell of EDD, that all perſones 8 
oulcs 
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ſoliles. (he excepteth none, noz exempteti none, 
neither Pꝛie ue, Ipoitle,no2 Pꝛophet, ſatieth S. 
Chʒziſoſtom. ) oo owe of bouden duetie, and euen 
in conſcience obedience, ſubmiſſion and ſubiec⸗ 
cion, to the highe pouers, whiche bee conſti⸗ 
tuted in aucthoꝛitie by God. tc2alinuche as thei 


be Gods liuetenauntes, Gods pꝛeſidẽtes, Gods 


officers, Gods commiſſioners, Gods iudges, 02- 
deined ol God hymſelt, ot whom onely thet haue 
all theit power, and al their aucthozitie. And the 
lame lainct Paule thꝛeatneth no leſſe pain, then 
euetlaſtyng dampnacion to all diſobedient per⸗ 
ſones, to all reſiſters, againſt this generall and 
common aucthozitie, fozalmuche as thei reliſte 
not man, but God, not mannes deuile and -inue- 
cion, but Godes wiledome, Godes oꝛdze, power 
and aucthozitie. And here ( good people)let vs al 
marke diligently, that it is not lawtull fox inke⸗ 
rioꝛs and ſubiectes, in any caſe to reſiſt the ſupe⸗ 
rto2 powers: foꝛ ſainct Paules woꝛdes be plain 


that whoſoeuer relilteth,ſhall get to thetmſelies Rom. xiii. 


dampnaciõ, fox whoſoeuer reſtiteth , reliſteth the 
oꝛdinaunce of God. Our ſauioꝛ Chʒiſt hymlelf 
and his Apoſtles, receiued many and diuerſe in⸗ 
iuries of the vnfaithful and wicked men in auc⸗ 
thozitie:vet we neuer rede that thei oꝛ any of the 
cauſed any ſedicion oꝛ rebelliõ, againſt auctho⸗ 
ritie. We rede okt, that thei paciently ſuffered al 
troubles , vexacions, aunders, pangues, and 
paines, and death it ſelf obediently, without tu⸗ 
multe oꝛ reſiſtence. Thei committed their caule 
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to hym that iudgeth righteouſly, and pꝛaied fo! 
their enemies hartely and earneſtly, Thei knew 
that the aucthozitic of the powers, was Godes 
o2denaunce , and therkoze bothe in their wozdes 
and deedes, thei taught euer obedience to it, and 
neuer taught, noꝛ did the contrarie. The wicked 
Judge Pilate ſaied to Chzilt:knowelt thou not 
that I haue power to crucitie thee, and haue po⸗ 
wer allo to lole thee: Jeſus aunſwered: Thou 
couldeſt haue no power at all againſt me, except 
it wer geuen thee from aboue. Whereby Chꝛiſte 
taught vs plainly, that euen the wicked rulers 
haue their power and aucthozitie from GOD. 
And therfoze it is not lawfull foz their ſubiectes 
by fo2ce to reſiſt them, although thet abuſe their 
power, muche lelle then it ts lawfull foz ſubiec⸗ 
tes to reſiſt their Godly and Chulſttan pzinces, 
whiche doo not abuſe their aucthozitie, but vle 
thelame to Gods gloꝛy, and to the pzoffite and 
commoditie of Gods people. The holy Apoſtle 
ſainct Peter , commaundeth Deruauntes to be 
obedient to their Maſters , not onely , if thei be 
good and gentle, but alſo,if thei be euil and fro⸗ 
ward: affirmyng that the vocacion and callyng 
of Gods people, is to be pacient, and of the ſut᷑⸗ 
keryng lide . And there he bꝛyngeth in, the paci⸗ 
ence of our ſauioʒ Chʒiſt, to perlwade obedience 
to gouerno2s, yea, although thei be wicked and 
w2ong doers . But let vs now heare lainct Pe⸗ 
ter hymlell ſpeake, foꝛ his awne woꝛdes, certifte 
beſt our conſcience. Thus he vttereth theim in 
BT his 
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his firſt Epiſtle: Deruauntes obeye your Ma⸗ ; peter. ii. 
ſters with feare, not onely , if thet be good and 
gentle, but alſo, it thei be froward:foz it is thãke 
woꝛthie, it a man foz conſcience toward GOD, 
ſuffereth grief, and ſuffereth wzong vndeſerued: 
fo what pꝛaiſe is it, when ye be beaten foz your 
kaultes, it ye take it pactently , but when you do 
well, if you then ſuffre w2ong , and take it paci⸗ 
ently, then is ther cauſe to haue thanke of God: 
fo2 hereunto verely were pe called. Foz ſo did 
Chzilt ſuffre foʒ vs,leauing vs an example, that 
we ſhould folow his ſteppes. All thele be the ve⸗ 
ry wooꝛdes of ſainct Peter, Dainct Dauid alſo i.Reg.xviit 
teacheth vs a good leſſon in this behalfe , who *ix· and. xx 
was many tymes moſte cruelly and w2ongfullp 
perſecuted of kyng Saule, and many tymes al⸗ 
lo putte in ieoperdie and daungier of his life, by 
Kyng Saule and his people: yet he neuer rcſt- 
ſted, neither vled any fozce oz violence agaynlſtc 
Kyng Saule, his moztall enemy, but did euer to 
his liege lozde and Maſter Kyng Saule, moſte 
true, moſte diligent, and moſte faithfull ſeruice. 
In ſo muche, that when the Loꝛde God had ge⸗ 
uen Kyng Saule into Dauides handes in his 
awne caue, he would not hurte hym , when he 
might without all bodely peril, eaſely haue lain 
hym:no,he would not luffre any ot his ſeruaun- 
tes, once to lay their handes vpo kyng Saule, 
but pꝛaied to God in this wile: Lozde, kepe me 
from doyng that thyng vnto my maſker.the loꝛ⸗ 
des anoynted:kepe me that J late not my hande 
| T. ij. vpon 
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vpon him,ſeyng,he is the anoynted of the lozde: 
fo2 as truly as the lozde liueth, (except the lozde 
ſinite hym, oz except his date come, oꝛ that he go 
doune to warre, and in battaill periſhe)the lozde 
be merctfull vnto me, that Þ late not my hande 
bpon the Lozdes anoynted . And that Dauid 
: might haue killed his enemy kyng Saule, it is 
i. Re. xxiiit euidently pꝛoued, in the firſt boke of the kynges 
bothe by the cuttyng of the lap of Saules gar- 
ment, and alſo by the plain confeſſion of Kyng 
Saule. Alſo another tyine(as it is mencioned in 
theſame boke ) when the moſte vnmercikull, and 
moſte vnkinde kyng Saule dtd perlecute pooze 
Dauid, God did again geue Kyng Saule into 
Dauides hades.by caſting of kyng Saule and 
his whole armie, into a ded flepe:lo that Dauid 
and one Abiſai with hym, came in the night into 
Saules hoolte , where Saule laie ſlepyng, and 
his ſpeare ſtacke in the groũde at his hed. Then 
laid Abilat vnto Dauid, GOD hath deliuered 
thyne enemie into thy handes, at this tyme:now 
therfoze let me ſinite him once with my lpeare to 
the yearth , and J will not ſmite hym again the 
leconde tyme: meanyng thereby to haue killed 
hym with one ſtroke, and to haue made him ſure 
foʒ euer. And Dauid anſwered, and laid to Abi⸗ 
fate:deſtrope hym not, foꝛ who can late his han⸗ 
des on the lozdes anoynted and be giltles⸗ And 
Dauid lated farthermoze: as ſure as the Loꝛde 
liueth, the loꝛde ſhall ſinite hym,o2 his date (Hal 
come to die, oꝛ he ſhall deſcende into * 
there 


Dfobedience. 
there periſhe. The Lozde kepe me from laipng 
my handes vpon the loꝛdes anoynted. But take 
thou now the ſpeare that is at his hedde, and the 
cruſe of water, and let vs go: and ſo he did. 
HE R E is euidently pʒoued, that we mate not 
reſiſt, noꝛ in any wates hurte, an anoynted kyng 
whiche is Godes Liuetenaunt, Mecegerent, and 
higheſt miniſter in that countrey, where he is 


kyn But peraduenture ſome here would {ay > ODbicccfon, 


that Dauid in his awnedefece, might haue kil- 
led Kyng Saule lawfully , and with a ſafe con- 


Cciece:butholy Dauid did knowe, that he might auncwere. 


in nowiſe reliſt, hurt, oꝛ kill his ſouereigne lozde 
and irg die did knowe, that he was but Kyng 
Saules lubiecte, though he wer in greate fauoz 
with God, and his enemie Kyng Saule out of 
Gods fauoz.Therefoze, though he wer neuer lo 
muche pꝛouoked, yet he refuled vtterly tohurte 
the lozdes anoynted. He durſt not, foz offendpng 
God, and his awne conſciencc,(although he had 
occalion and oppoztunitie)once late his handes 
vpon Gods high officer the Kyng, whom he did 
knowe to bee a perſone relerued, (foz his office 
fake ) onely to Godes puniſhement and tudge= 
ment. Therkoze he pꝛaieth lo oft and lo carneſt- 
ly, that he late not his handes vpon the Loꝛdes 
anoynted , And by thele twoo examples, faincte 


Dauid ( beyng named in ſcripture, a man after Pcal. 1xxx, 
Gods awne hart)geuctha generall rule and lef- and. vii. 


ſon, to all ſubtectes in the woꝛlde, not to reliſte 
their liege lozde and kyng not to take a ſwearde 
T1. by: 


Ok obedience. 
by their pꝛiuate aucthozitie, againſt their kyng, 
Gods anoynted, who onely beareth the lwearde, 
by Gods aucthozitie, foʒ the maintenance of the 
good, and foz the puniſhement of the euill: who 
onely by Gods lawe, hath the vie of the ſwearde 
at his commaundement, and alſo hath al power 
iurildiccion regiment and coercion, as ſupzeme 
gouernoz of al his realmes and dominions, and 
that,cuen by the aucthoꝛitie of G O D, and by 
Godes o2dinaunces, Pet another notable ſtozie 
and doctryne.ts in the ſeconde boke of the Kyn⸗ 
ges, that maketh alſo foz this purpoſe. When 
ii. Regum i an Amalcchite , by kyng Saules awne conſente 
and commaundement , had killed kyng Saule, 
he went to Dauid, ſuppoſyng to haue had great 
thanke foz his meſſage, that he had killed Da- 
utds moꝛtall enemie, ⁊ therefoze he made greate 
haſte, to tell to Dauid the chaunce, bzyngyng 
with hym kyng Saules croune that was vpon 
his hedde, and his bꝛacelet that was vpon his 
arme, to perſwade his tidynges to be true. But 
Godly Dauid was ſo farre from retoyſyng at 
thele newes that immediatly he rent his clothes 
of his backe, he mourned and wept, and laied to 
the meſſenger: how is it, that thou waſte not 
akraied to late thy hande on the Loꝛdes anoyn⸗ 
ted, to deſtroy hun! And by and by, Dauid made 
one of his ſeruaũtes to kill the meſſẽger, laiyng: 
thy bloud be on thyne awne hedde, fo2 thy awne 
mouthe hath teſtified againſt thee , grauntyng 
that thou haſt ſlain the Lozdes anoynted. Theſe 
examples, 
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examples, being lo maniteſt and euident, it is an 
intollerable ignozaunce, madneſſe, and wicked⸗ 
neſſe fo2 ſubiectes, to make any murmuryng, re⸗ 
bellion, reſiſtence, commocion oz tnlurreccion, 
againſt their moſte deere and moſte dꝛead loue⸗ 
reigne Lozde and Kyng , oꝛdeined and appoyn- 
ted of Gods goodnes, foꝛ their cõmoditie, peace 
and qutetnes . Pet lette vs beleue vndoubtedly, 
(good Chziſtian people) that we mate not obeye 
Kynges , Magiſtrates, oz any other, (though 
thet bee our awne fathers ) if thet would com- 
maunde vs to doo, any thyng contrary to Gods 
commaundementes . In ſuche a cale, wee ought 


to late with the Apoſtles: we muſte rather obeye actes. v. 


God, then man. But neuertheles in that caſe, we 
mate not in any wile reſiſt violently, oz rebell a- 
gainſt rulers, oꝛ make any infurreccton.ſedicton 
oʒ tumultes, either by foꝛce of armes, (oʒ other⸗ 
wates) againſt the anoynted of the loꝛde, oꝛ any 
of his appoynted officers. But we mult in luche 
caſe, pactently ſuſfre all wzonges and iniuries, 
referryng the iudgement ok our cauſe onely to 
God. Let vs feate the terrible puniſhment of al- 
mightie God, againſt traitoꝛs, o rebellious per 
lones, by the example of Choze, Dathan, and A⸗ 
biron, whiche repined x grudged againſt Gods 
Magiſtrates and Officers, and therekoze the 
yearthe opened, and lwallowed theim vp aliue. 
Other koz their wicked murmuryng, and rebel⸗ 
lion, wer by a ſodain fire ſent of God, vtterly cõ⸗ 
lumed . Other fox their frowarde a to 

their 


Nume. xi. 
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Num. xii. theit rulers, and gouernours, Gods miniſtcrs, 


Num. xxi. 


Nume. xvi. 


ii. Re.xviii. 


wer ſodainly ſtrickẽ, with a foule lepzely. Other 
wer ſtinged to death, with wonderfull lraunge 
firte ſerpentes. Other were lozc plagued, ſo that 
there was killed in one date the numbꝛe ok four⸗ 
tene thoulande and leuen hundzed, koz rebellion 
againſt theim, whom Cod had appoynted to be 
in aucthoꝛitie. Abſalon alſo, rebellyng againſte 
his father Kyng Dauid, was puniſhed with a 
ſtraunge and notable death. 

AN D let no man thynke, that he can eſcape 
vnpuniſhed that coͤmitteth trealon conlpiracie, 
02 rebellion, againſt his ſouereigne Loꝛde the 
Ryng though he commit theſame neuer lo lecre⸗ 
tely, eithet in thought, wooꝛde, oz deede: neuer lo 


pꝛiuelpy, in his pꝛiuie chãbꝛe, by himſelt oꝛʒ open⸗ 


Eccleſi. x. 


ly communicatyng, and conlultyng with other: 
fo2 treaſon wil not be hid: treaſon wil out at the 
length. God wil haue that moſte deteſtable vice, 
bothe opened and puniſhed, foz that it is ſo di⸗ 
rectly againſt his oʒdinaunce, and againſt his 
high pꝛincipall iudge, and anoynted in pearth. 
The violence and inturic, that is committed a- 
gainſt aucthozitie, is committed againſt God, 
the common weale, and the whole realme, whi⸗ 
che God will haue knowen and condignely pu⸗ 
niſhed one wate oz other. Foꝛ it ts notably wzit- 
ten of the wileman in lcripture, in the boke cal- 
led Eccleſtaſtes: wiſhe the Kyng no euill, in thy 
thought, oz ſpeake no hurt ot hym in thy pꝛiuie 
chambꝛe, fox a birde of the arre ſhall m— thy 

oyce. 
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voyce, and with her fethers,ſhal ſhe bewzaie thy 
woozdes. Thele leſſons and examples are wat- 
ten foz our learnyng. 

LET vs all therfoze feare the moſte deteſta⸗ 
ble vice of rebellion, euer knowyng and reinem- 
bꝛyng, that he that reliſteth commo aucthozitie, 
reſiſteth God and his oꝛdinaunce, as it mate bee 
pꝛoued by many other mo places of holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture. And here lette vs take hede, that we vnder⸗ 
ſtande not thelc,oz ſuche other like places ( whi⸗ 
che ſo ſtreightly commaunde obedience to ſupe⸗ 
rioꝛs, and lo ſtreightly puniſheth rebellion, and 
dilobedience to thelame) to be meant in any con⸗ 
dicion of the pꝛetenled power of the biſhoppe of 
Rome. Foz truely the ſcripture of God aloweth 
no ſuche vſurped power, ful of enoꝛmities, abu⸗ 
ſions and blaſphemies . But the true meanyng 
of thele , and ſuche places, bee to extoll and ſette 
furthe,Gods true oꝛdinaunce, and the aucthozt- 
tie of Gods anoynted kynges, and of their offt- 
cers appoynted vnder them. 

A N P concernyng the vſurped power of the 
biſhoppe of Rome, whiche he moſte wzongfullp 
chalengeth as the ſucceſſoꝛ of Chꝛiſt and Peter: 
we map eally perceiue, how falſe, feined and foz- 
ged it is, not onely in that, it hath no ſufficiente 
ground in holy leripture, but alſo by the fruites 
and doctryne therok. Foz our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt, and 
ſainct Peter, teacheth moſte earneſtly and agre⸗ 
ably obedience to kinges as to the chief and ſu⸗ 
p2eme Rulers in this wozlde, nexte vnder God: 
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But the biſhop of Rome teacheth immunittes; 
p2tutleges,exempctons. and diſobedience, moſte 
clearly againſt Chziſtes doctryne, and ſatncte 
Peters. Ye ought therefoze rather to bee called 
Antichziſt, and the ſucceſſoz of the Scribes and 
Phariſeis,then Chziſtes vicar, oz ſainct Peters 
lucceſſo2.leyng,that not onely in this poynt, but 
alſo in other weightie matters of Chziſtian re⸗ 
ligion in matters of remiſſton of lynnes, and of 
ſaluacion, he teacheth lo directly againſt, bothe 
lainct Peter, againſt our ſauioꝛʒ Chziſte, Who 
not onely taught obedience to Kynges, but alſo 
pꝛactiſed obedience, in their couerlacion and li⸗ 


Matth. xvii uyng. Foz we rede, that thei bothe pated tribute 


Luce.iii. 


to the kyng. And allo we read, that the holy vir⸗ 
gin Marp, mother to our ſauioꝛ Chꝛiſt, and Jo⸗ 
ſeph, who was taken foz his father, at the empe⸗ 
r02s commaundement , went to the citee of Da⸗ 
uid, named Bethleem, to be taxed emong other, 
and to declare their obedience, to the Magiſtra⸗ 
tes,foz Gods o2dinaunces lake. And here let vs 
not foꝛget the bleſſed virgin Maries obedience? 
fo although, ſhe was highly in gods fauoz,and 
Chzaiſtes naturall mother, and was allo greate 
with childe that ſame tyme, and ſo nigh her tra⸗ 
uaile, that ſhe was deliuered in her tourney:pet, 
ſhe gladly without any excuſe oꝛ grudgyng( foz 
conlciece lake) did take that cold and foule win- 
ter tourney, beyng in the meane ſcaſon ſo pooze, 
that ſhe laie in the ſtable, c ther (ſhe was deliue⸗ 
red of Chzilf,Jnd accozdyngto the * 
o 


ko. 
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ſaincte Peter agreeth, wzityng by expꝛeſſe woꝛ⸗ 

des, in his firſte Epiſtle: Dubmitte pour lelkfes, _ 
(ſaieth he)vnto Kynges, as vnto the chiefe hed⸗ i · Petri.ii. 
des, oz vnto Rulers, as vnto theiin that are ſent 

of hyin, foz the puniſhement of euill dooers; 

and fo2 laude of theim, that doo well, foz ſo is 

the will of GOD. nede not to expounde thele 
woozdes,thet be lo plain of them ſelfes.Sainct 

Peter dooth not late : ſubmitte your lelfes vnto 

me, as ſupzeme hedde of the Churche, neither he 

ſaieth, ſubmit your ſelfes from tyme to tyme, to 

my ſucceſſours in Rome: but he ſateth, ſubmitte 

pour ſelfes vnto your kyng, your ſupzeme hed, 

and vnto thoſe that He appoynteth in auctho⸗ 

ritie vnder hym. Foz that ye ſhall ſo ſhewe your 
Obedience, it is the will of GOD. GOD will 

that you bee in ſubieccion to your hedde and 

Kyng . This is Gods o2dinaunce, Gods com⸗ 
maundemente, and Godes holy will, that the 

whole bodye of euery Realme, and all the mem⸗ 

bers and partes of the ſame, ſhall bee ſubiecte 

to their hedde their Kyng.and that(asDaincte 

Peter wuteth ) fox the Lozdes lake: And(asi.Pet.if 
Saincte Paule wuteth ) foz conſcience ſake, Roma. xiii. 
and not foz feate onely. Thus we learne by the 
woozde of GD D to pelde to oure Kyng, that 
is dewe to oure Kyng that is Honoure, Obedi⸗ 
ence, Paymentes of dewe Taxes, Cuſtomes, 
Tributes , Subſidies , loue and feare . Thus 
wee knowe partely oure bounden dewties to 
common aucthozitie: Nowe lette vs learne to 
V. ij. accomplithe 


Math. xxii. 
Roma. xiii, 


— 


Nfovedience. 
accompliſhe the ſame , And lette vs mooſte in⸗ 


ſtauntly and hartely pꝛaie to G D D, the onely 


i. Timo. ii. 


aucthoure of all aucthozitie, foz all theim that 
bee in aucthozitie.accozdyng as Sainct Paule 
willeth, wzityng thus to Timothe, in his firſte 
Epiſtle: J cxhozte therefoze.that aboue all thyn⸗ 
ges, pꝛaiers, ſupplicacions, interceſſions, and ge⸗ 
uyng of thankes bee doen foz all men, foz Kyn⸗ 
ges, and foz all that bee in aucthozitie, that wee 
maie liue a quiete and a peaceable life, with all 
Godlineſſe and honeſtie: foz that is good, and 
accepted in the lighte of G O D our ſautoure. 
Here Sainct Paule maketh an earneſt and an 
eſpectall exhoztacton , concernyng geuyng of 
thankes , and pzater foz Kynges and Rulers, 
ſaiyng : aboue all thynges : as he might late,in 
any wile pꝛincipally and chiefly, lette pzater bee 
made koʒ Kynges.Lette vs hartely thanke God 
fo2 his greate and excellent benefite and pzout=- 


dence.concernyng the ſtate of Kynges. Lette vs 


pzate foz theim , that thet mate haue Gods fa⸗ 
uour, and Gods pzoteccton.Lette vs pzate,that 
thet mate euer in all thynges haue G O D be- 
foze their iyes . Lette vs pzate, that thet mate 
haue Wiledome, Strength, Juſtice,Clemencte, 
Zeale to Gods glozie, to Gods veritie, to Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian ſoules, and to the common wealthe . Lette 
vs pꝛaie, that thei mate rightly ble their lweard 
and aucthozitie, foz the mayntenaunce and de⸗ 
fence of the catholique faithe , conteined in holy 
(cripture , and of their good and honeſt lubiec⸗ 
Es OY tes. 
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tes, and fo2 the feare and puniſhemente of the 
euill, and vicious people. Lette vs pꝛaie, that 
thei mate faithefully folowe the moſte tarthefull 
Kynges and Capitapnes in the Bible, Dauid, 
Ezechias, Joſias, Moles, with luche other. And 
lette vs pꝛaie fo2 our ſelfes , that wee mate 
live Godly, in holy and Chziſtian con Iudith. v. 
uerſacion:ſo we ſhall haue God 
of our ſide. And then lette 
vs not feare, what ma 
can doo àgainſt 
vs: So 
we 
ſhall 
liue in 
true obedience, 
bothe to our mooſte 
mercifull kyng in heauen, 
and to our moſte chziftiankyng 
in yearth:ſo ſhall we pleaſe God, and 
haue the excedyng benekite, peace of conſci⸗ 
ence, reſte and quietneſſe here in this 
wozld.and after this life, we ſhal 
enioye a better life, reſte, 
peace, and the eternall 
bliſſe of Heauen: 
Whiche he 
graunt 
vs 
all, that 
was obedient 
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foz vs all, euen 
to the death ok ß croſſe: 
Jeſus Chziſte, to whom 
with the father-, and 
the holy ghoſt, be 
all honour 
and 
glozy,bothe 
nowe and euer. 
AMEN. 


CAnHomelie of whoze- 


dome and vnclenneſſe. 


though, there wante not 
„good chziſtia people) great 
warmes of vices,wozthy to 
bee rebuked, ( vnto ſuche de⸗ 
cave, is true Godlineſſe and 
2 © > Kvecrtuous liuyng now come) 


W& > A V4 vet aboue other vices , the 

F outragious [cas of adultry, 
whozedome , foznicacton, and vnclenneſle,haue 
not onely bꝛaſte in, but alſo ouerflowed, almoſte 
the whole woꝛlde, vnto the greate diſhonour of 
G O D, the exceadyng infamie of the name ot 
Chziſte, the notable decaye of true religion, and 
the vtter deſtruccion of the publique wealthe, 
and that ſo abundantly, that thzough the cuſto- 
mable vſe therof, this vice is growen into luche 
an height, that in maner emong manx, it is cõp⸗ 
ted no ſpnne at all, but rather a paſtime, à dalli⸗ 
aunce, and but a touche of youthe, not rebuked, 
but winked at, not puniſhed, but laughed at: 
wherkoze it is neceſſary at this pꝛeſet, to entreat 
of the ſynne of whozedome, and foznicacton, de⸗ 
claryng vnto you, the greateneſſe of this ſynne, 
and how odious, hatefull , and abhominable it 
is, and hath alwate been reputed, befoze GOD 
and all good men, and howe greuoully it hath 
been puntſhed.bothe by the law of God, and the 
lawes of diuerſe Pꝛinces. Again, to ſhewe you 
Certain remedies, whereby ye mate, (thzough the 

| grace 


Agapnſt adultrie. 


grace of God) eſchew this moſt deteſtable ſpnne 
of whozedome and fo2nicacion.and leade youre 
lyues, in all honeſtie and cleanenes. Ind that pe 
may percepue, that foꝛnicacion, and whozedome 
are(in the ſight of God) moſt abhominable ſpn- 
nes, pe ſhal cal to remembraunce this commaũ⸗ 
dement of God: Thou ſhalt not comit adultry. p,,,.. 
By Þ which wozdc adultry,although it be pꝛo⸗ 
; periye bndcrſtand,of the vnlawtuli cõmixtion 
ok a marped man with any woman belyde hys 
wyke, oz of a wife. with any man beſyde her hul⸗ 
bande:yet therby is ſignitied alſo, al vnlaufull 
vle of thole partes whiche be o;depned fo2 gene⸗ 
racion, And this one commatndemente(tozbtd- 
dyng adultery)dothe ſuffictently paynt , and ſet 
out befoze oute eyes, the greatnes of this ſynne 
of whozdom.and manikeſtly declareth, how gre⸗ 
atly it ought to be abhozred of all honeſt and 
fapthtull perſons. And that none of vs all, ſhall 
thinke hymlſeife excepted from this commaun⸗ 
demente, whether we be olde, oꝛ pong, marped, oz 
vnmarped, man, oz woman, heare what God the 
father ſateth , by hys moſte excellent Pꝛophet 
Woyles 2 There ſhalbe no whoze,emonge the 
daughters of Flrael, no2 no whozemengers, 


Deu. xxiits 


emonge the ſonnes of Jſrael, 

Here is whozds , foznicacion , x all bnclennes 
fozbidden,to all kyndes of people, al degrees, + 
all ages, without excepcion. And that we ſhall 
not doubte, but that this pzecepte perteyneth to 
vs in dede;heare what Chziſte(p perfect teacher 
£96 .. ot all 


Matth,v. 


Ihon. xv 


Agaynſt adultery, 
of al trueth ) ſaith in the newe Teſtament: pe ha- 
ue hearde ( ſaith Chuſt)that it was ſayd to them 
of the olde tyme: thou ſhalt not commit adulte⸗ 
ry:but I ſay vnto pou, whoſoeuer ſeeth a womã 
to haue his luſt of her, hath committed adultery 
with her all redy in his harte. Here our ſautoz 
Chꝛiſt, doth not only confirine and ſtabliſhe the 
lawe agaynſt adultery, geuen in the olde Teſta⸗ 
ment of God the father, dy his ſeruaunt Mop⸗ 
ſes,x maketh it of full ſtrength, continuallye to 
remayne emong the pꝛokeſſours of his naine in 
the newe lawe: but he alſo ( condempning the 
groſſe interpꝛetacion of the Scribes x Phart⸗ 
leis, which taught, that theafozeſaid commaun⸗ 
dement only required to abſteyne from the out⸗ 
ward adultery, e not from the fylthye deſpzes d 
vnpure luſtes) teacheth vs an exacte and full 
pcrfeccton ot puritie and clennes of lyte, both to 
kepe our bodies vndekiled, and our hartes pure 
and kree, from all euill thoughtes, carnall deſp⸗ 
res, and fleſhly tonſentes. Howe can we then be 
free krom this commaundement, where ſo great 
charge is layde vpon vs? Mapye a ſeruaunte do 
what he wyl, in any thyng,hauyng a commaun⸗ 
dement ofhys maſter to the contrarye? Fs not 
Chziſte oure maſter: are not we his (cruauntes? 
Mowe then, may we neglecte oure maſters wyll, 
and pleaſure,x folow our owne wil x phantaſ:ee 
Pe are my frendes(ſaith Chziſt)ifyou kepe tho⸗ 
ſe thinges, that J commaunde you, Nowe hath 


Chulteoure maſter commaunded vs, that we 


ſhould 


Agapnſt adultery, 
(ould fozſake all vnclennes and lecherp, bothe 
in body aud ſpitite: This thertoze muſte we do, 


if we looke to picaie God. In the Goſpell of Match. xv. 


Saingte Matthewe, we reade that theScrives 
and Pharuers, were greuoullye offended with 
Chꝛiſte, becauſe hys dilctples dyd not kepe the 
tradicions of the tozefatyers, toz they walſhed 
not their handes, when they wente to dyner 02 
ſupper, and emonge other thinges, Chziſt aun- 
ſwereo,and layde:heare and vndcrſtande: Not 
that thing, which entreth into the mouth defy? 
leth the manne, but that,whiche commeth out of 
the mouth.detyleth the man. Foz tholethinges, 
whiche pꝛocede out of the mouthe, come forthe 
from the harte and they defylc the man. Foz out 
ot the hart, pꝛocede euill thoughtes, murders, 


witnes, blaſphemies: Thele are the thynges 
whiche defile a man. Here mape we ſee, that not 
onely murder, thette, talſe witnes, and blaſphe⸗ 
mie, detile inen;but alſo eupll thoughtes, bzea- 
kyng ot wedloke, foznicacion, and whozedome. 


Matth. xv. 


bꝛeaking ot wedloke, whozedom, thettes, talle 


vvno is now ok ſo litell wyt, that he wyll 1hon. iii. 


eſteme whoꝛdom, and foꝛnicacion, to be thinges 
of ſmall impoꝛtaunce, and ot no wepght betoze 
God: Chꝛiſt( which is the truth and can not lye) 
ſaieth, that euyll thoughtes, bꝛeakpnge of wed⸗ 
locke, whozedom, and fo;nicacion defple a man, 
that is to ſaye, coꝛrupte both thebody and ſoule 
of man and make them, ol the Tempels of the 
holy Ghoſte, the fpithye dunghyll, oz dungeon 
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Ihon. viii. 


Roma. vi. 


i. Ihon. iii. 
Ihon. viii. 
Roma. vi. 


Agaynſt adultrit᷑. 
ok all vnclene ſpirites of the manſion of God. 
the dwellyng place of Sathan. Agapne, in the 
Golpell of S. Jhon,when the woman taken in 
adultery, was bꝛought vnto Chziſt, ſapd got he 
vnto her, go thy waye and ſinne nomoze? Both 
not he here call whozdome ſinne⸗ And what is 
the reward of linne, but euerlaſtinge death? Ik 
whoꝛdome be ſinne, then is it not lawfull fozvs 
to commit it. Foz l. {hon ſaieth:he that commit⸗ 
teth ſinne, is of the deuel. And our ſautoz ſateth, 
euery one that committeth (inne,ts the ſeruaũte 
of ſinne: It whozdom had not bene ſinne, ſurely 


Natth. xiiii hon Baptiſt. would neuer haue rebuked kig 


Herode, foʒ takig his bꝛothers wyke: but he told 
him plainelp, that it was not lawkull fo: Him, to 
take his bzothers wife. He wiked not at p whoꝛ⸗ 
dom of Herode, although he were a kig ok great 
power, but boldely repꝛoued him, foꝛ his wicked 
and abhominable liuyng, although for thelame 
he loſte hys head: But he woulde rather ſuffer 
death then ſee God fo diſhonoꝛed, by the brea⸗ 
king of his holy pꝛecept, then toſuffer whozdom 
to be vnrebuked, euen in a King. Jfwhozedom 
had bene but a paſtime a daliaũce, athing not 
to be paſſed of(as many coũpt it nowe a dapes) 
truely, Fhon had bene moze then twyle madde; 
ik he would haue had the diſpleaſure ofa King, 
ik he woulde haue bene caſt into pꝛyſon, and loſt 
his head foz a tryfle, But Jhonknewe ryght 
well, howe kilthye, ſtinkynge, and abhominable 
the lynne of whoꝛdome is, in the ſigthe of God, 
1 02 | therkoze 


Agaynſt adultrie. 
ther koꝛe would not he leaue it vnrebuked, no not 
in a Kynge. Jf whozedome be not lawful in a 
king. neither is it lawful in a ſubiect. It whoze- 
dom be not lawful in a publique officer, neither 
is it lawkull ina pꝛiuate perlõ. It it be not law⸗ 
kull, neither in Ringe, no ſubiecte, neither in cõ⸗ 
mon officer, noꝛ pꝛiuate perſon, truelp, then is it 
lawful in no man, no woma,of whatſoeuer de- 


gree,oz age they be. Furthermoze, in the actes of ,_... xv. 


the Apoſtles, we read: that when the Apoſtles x 
elders, with the whole congregacio,were gathe- 
red together to pacifie the h artes ofthe faithful 
dwellinge at Antioche, ( whiche were dilquieted 
thꝛoughe the falſe doctrine, ot certapne Jewiſh 
pꝛeachers) they ſent wozd to the bzethze; p it ſee- 
med good to the holy Ghoſt, a to them, to charge 
them with no moe, then with neteſſary thinges: 
Emong other, they willed them to abſteyn from 
Idolatrye, and fo2nicacion, from whiche (ſapde 
they) il ye kepe pour ſelfes, ve ſhall do well. 
* NOTE here, how theſe holy and blefſed fa- 
thers of Chultes churche, wolde charge the cõ⸗ 
gregacto with no moo thinges,then were necel⸗ 
lary. Marke allo, howe emonge thoſe thinges, 
from the which they commaũdedthe bzethzen of 
Antioche to abſtepne, foznicacton 4 whozedom 
is numbzed. It is therkore neceſſary, by þ deter: 
minacion and colent of the holy Ghoſte, and the 
Apoſtles x elders, with the whole congregaciõ, 
that, as from Jdolatrye and ſuperſticion, ſo ly⸗ 
kewyle we muſte abſtyen from foznicacton and 
K. iii. whozedome, 


Rom. xiii. 


Ag aynſt adultery. 
whozedome. Js it neceſſary vnto laluacion to 
abſtepne krom Idolatry: ſo is it, to abſtepne fro 
whozedome. Js there any nygher wap to leade 
vnto dampnacion, then to be an Jdolatcz: No, 
euen ſo, neyther is there a neter waye to damp⸗ 
nacion, then to ve a toʒnicatour, and an whoze⸗ 
monger. | 
NOV, where are thoſe people, whiche io 
lightly eſteme bzeakyng of wedloke, .whozedo, 
foznicacion and adultery? t is neceflary(tateth 
the holy Gholle, the blel:cd Apoſiles,the elders, 
with the whole congregacion ot Chzilt)it is ne⸗ 
ceſlaty to'laluacion(ſaye thep)to abſtepue trom 
whoꝛedẽ. Ik it be neceſſary vnto ſaluacton,then 
woo be to them, which neglecting their laluacto 
eue their myndes to fylthy, ⁊ ſtinking lynne, to 
o wicked vice, to ſuch deteſtable abhominaciõ. 
But let vs heate, what the bleſſed à poſtle lainct 
Paule laieth to this matter: wziting to the Koz 
mapns, he hath theſe woꝛdes: Let vs caſt awaye 
the wozkes of darknes, and put on the armours 
ot light Let vs walke honeſtly, as it were in the 
daye tyme, not in catyng and dꝛaynkyng, neither 
in chambꝛynges and waͤntones, neither in ſtrife 
dt enuiyng. but put ve on the Loꝛd Jeſus Chuſt, 
and make not pꝛouiſion foz the fleſhe to tulfpl 
the luſtes of it. ere the holy Apoſtle exhozteth 
vs to caſt away the woozkes of darkenes, which 
(emõg other)he calleth gluttonous eating,dzin- 
kyng, chambzing and wantonnes, which all are 
miniſters bnto that vice, &pzepatacions N 25 
W uc 


Agaynſt adultery. 
duce and bꝛyng in the filthy ſinne of the fleſh, 
He calleth them the dedes and wozkes of darke- 
nes, not onely becauſe they are cuſtomablp done 
tn darßnes, oz in the night tyme,(fo2 euery one 


that doth euill, hateth thelighte, nepther com⸗ Ihon. iii, 


meth he to the light, leſt his woozkes ſhoulde be 
repꝛoued) but that they lead the rightwap vnto 


that vtter darkenes, where weppnge and gnal⸗ Matb.iii 


ſhyng ok tethe ſhalbe. And he layeth in an other 
place of theſame Epiſtle: thep that are in the 
fleſhe, cannot pleaſe God. We are detters 
to the fleſhe, not that we ſhoulde lyue aſter the 
fleſhe, koz it pe lpue after the fleſhe,. ye ſhall 
dye. Agayne he ſapeth,flye froin whoꝛedome, 


ko euery ſynne that a man cõmitteth, is with⸗ Rom. viii. 


out his body, but whoſoeuer committeth whoze⸗ 
dome, ſynneth agaynſte hys awne body. Do ye 


not knowe, that your membzes arc the Temple :. Cor vi. 


ot the holy Ghoſte, which is in you, whome allo 
ve haue of God, and ye are not pour awne? Foz 
ye are derely bought: Glozifie God in pour bo⸗ 
dyes. c. And a litle afoze,he laith. doe not kno: 
we, that your bodies are the membꝛes of Chziſt! 
Shal I then take the membzes of Chziſi,x ma⸗ 
ke them the membzes:of an whozezGod fo2byd, 
Do ye not knowe that he, whiche cleueth to an 
whoze, is made one body with her; There ſhalbe 
two in one fieſh (ſaith he): But hethat cleueth to 
p Lozd, ig one ſpirite. What godly reaſons doth 
the bleſſed Apoſtle lainctaul bring furth here, 
to diſſwade vs froin whozedom.and all bnclen⸗ 
X. itij. nes? 


i. Corin. vi. 


i. P eter.i. 


Luc. i. 
Eſaie. 


xxxviii. 


Agaynſt adultrie. 


nes: youre membzes (lateth he) are the Temple 
of the holy Ghoſte, whiche, whoſoeuer doth de⸗ 
kyle, God wyll deſtroye hym, as ſaieth ſ.Paule. 
It we be the Temple ot the holy Ghoſte, howe 
vnſittinge then is it, to dꝛyue that holy ſpirite 
from vs, thzough whozedome, and in hys place 
to let the wicked lpirites of vnclennes and koz⸗ 
nicacion, and to be toy ned, and do ſeruice to 

theme pe are derely bought (lateth he) therkoze 
glo:ifie God in your bodies, Chaiſte that inno⸗ 
cent lainbe of God, hath bought vs, krom the ler 
uitude of the deuill, not with cozruptible golde 
and ſylusr, but with hys moſte pꝛecioule and 

dere hart bloude. To what entent⸗ that we 
ſhould fall agayne vnto oure olde vnclennes, 

and abhominable liuing:Nay verely, but þ we 

ſhould ſerue hym.al the dayes of our lyfe, in hd⸗ 
lynes, and righteoulnes:that we ſhould gloztify 
him tn our bodyes,by puritie and clenes ofiyfe, 
He declareth alſo.that our bodies are the mem⸗ 
bꝛes of Chtlt. Howe vnlemelpe a thynge is it 
then, to ceaſe to be incozpozate and one with 
Chziſt, and thꝛoughe whozedome to be iopned 
and made all one with an whoze⸗ What greater 
diſhonour, oz iniurie can we do to Chziſte, then 
to take awaye from hym , the membzes ok hys 
body, and to ioyne them to whozes, deuils, and 
wicked ſpirites? And what moze diſhonour can 
we do to our ſelkes, then though vnclennes, to 
loſe ſo excellẽt a dignitie and fredotne, and to 
become bonde llaues, and miſerable captiues, 
to the 


. Agaynlt adultery, 
to the ſpirites of darkenes! Let vs therfoze con⸗ 
ſydꝛe firſt the glozy of Chziſt, and then our ſta⸗ 
te, our dignitie and kredome, wherin God hath 
ſec vs, by geuing vs his holy ſpirite, and let vs 
valeauntly defende the ſame, againſt Sathan, 
and all his craftic aſſautes, that Chatſt maye be 
honoured, and that we looſe not oure libertye, 
but ſtyll remayne in one ſpirite with hym. 

NMOREO VER, inhis Epiſtle to the Ephe⸗ Ephe. v. 
ſians, the bleſſed Apoſtle willeth vs, to be lo pu⸗ 
ce and free, from adultety,foznicacton, and all 
bnclennes, that we not once name them emong 
vs, (as it becometh ſaynctes) noꝛ filthynes, noz 
koliſhe talkyng, noꝛ ieſtyng, which are not com- 
melp, but rather gyuing of thankes.Foz this pe Salat. v. 
knowe ( ſapeth he) that no whozeinonger, eyther Corin. vi. 
vncleane perſon, oꝛ couetouſe perſon, (whiche is 
an Idolater)hath any inheritaunce in the king⸗ 
dome ot᷑ Chꝛiſt, and God. And that we ſhoulde 
remember to be holy, pure, and fre from all vn⸗ 
clennes, the holy Apoſtle calleth vs ſainctes, 
becauſe we ate ſanctitied and made holy in the 
bloude of Chziſt, thzough the holy Ghoſte. 
NOE, it we be ſainctes, what haue we to 
do with the maners of the Heathen-SainctPe- Peter. i. 
ter laieth, as he, whiche called pou, is holy: euen 
ſo, be ye holy alſo, in all your conuerſacion, be- 
caule it is wꝛittẽ: Be pe holy, foꝛ J am holy. He⸗ Leuit. xi. 
therto haue we heatde, how greuouſe a ſpnne, N xix. 
koʒnicacion, and whozedom is, and howe great- 
ly God doth abhozre it, thzoughout the whole 

ot . p. i. ſeripture. 


Agaynſt adultery. 


ſcripture. Howe can it any otherwiſe be, then a 
ſinne of moſte abhominacton.ſeyng it once may 
not be named emong the chziſtians, much leſle, 
tt map in any point be committed. Ind lurelp, if 
we wouldeweye the greatnes ok this ſynne, and 
conſid2c it in the right kynde, we ſhould kynde Þ 
ſynne of whozedom, to be that inoſt fplthy lake, 
foule puddle, and ſtinkyng ſynke, wherinto all 
kyndesof ſynnes, and euils flow, wher allo, they 
haue their reſtinge place, and abydinge. 

OR hath not the adulterera pꝛyde in hys 
whozedomeras the Wyleman ſapeth: They are 
glad when they haue done euill, and reioyle in 
thynges that are ſtarke nought. Js not the ad: 
ulterer alſo dle, a delyghteth in no godly exer⸗ 
ciſe, but onely in that hys moſte filthie, c beaſtly 
pleaſure: Is not hys mynde abſtracte, and vts 
terlye dzawen a wap, from all vertuous ſtudies, 
and fruictetul labours, and onely gyuen to cars 
nall Imaginaciõs: Doth not the whozemonger 
geue hys mynde to gluttonie, that he maybe the 
moꝛe apte, to ſerue his luſtes, and carnall plea⸗ 
ſures! Doth not the adulterer gyue hys mynde 
to couetuoulſnes, and to pollyng and pyllyng of 
other, that he maye be the moze able to mayn⸗ 
tepne hys harlottes and whozes, and to conty⸗ 
nue in hys kylthye, and vnlawkull lotes? Swel⸗ 
leth he not alſo with enuye, agaynſte other, fea⸗ 
ringe that hys pꝛeye ſhoulde be allured, and ta⸗ 
ken awape from hym: Jgayn, is he not pꝛefull, 
and repleniſhed with wzath x diſpleaſure, euen 
agaynſte 


Agaynſt adultery. 
agapnſte hys beſte beloued, n at any tyme. hys 


beaſtly and deuilliſhe requeſte be letted . what 


ſpnne oz kynde of lynne is it, that is not ioyned 
with foznicacion and whoꝛedome! It is a mon⸗ 
ſtre of many heades: It reccyueth all kyndes of 
vices, and rekuſeth ail kyndes of vertues. It 
one ſeuerall ſpnne bzyngeth dampnacion, what 
is to be thought of that ſynne, whiche is accoms 
panied with all euils, and hath waytinge on tf, 
whatſocuer is hatefull to God, dampnable to 
man, and pleaſaunt to Sathan⸗ 

GRE A A E is the dampnacion that hangeth 
ouer the heades of foznicatouts, and adulte⸗ 
rers. What ſhall I ſpeake of other incommodt- 
ties, which iſſue, and flowe out of this ſtinkyng 
puddell of whozedome ? 4s not that treaſure, 
which befoze all other, is moſte regarded of ho⸗ 
neſt perſons, the good fame and name of man 
and woman, loſte thzough whozedome e What 
patrimonye, what ſubſtaunce, what gooddes, 
what riches, doth whozedome ſhoztly conſume 
and bzynge to naughte⸗ What valiauntnes x 
ſtrengthe, is many tymes made weake, and de⸗ 
ſtroyed with whozedome⸗ What wyt is ſo fpne, 
that is not doted and defaced thꝛoughe whoze- 
dome: Mhat beautic(although it were neuer ĩo 
kene is not obſcured thzough who edome⸗ 


Is not whoꝛedome an enemie to the plealaunte 
flour ot youth⸗and bꝛingeth it not gray hcares 
and olde age, befoze the tyme: What gyft of na⸗ 
tute( although it were neuer ſo pꝛecious )is not 

P. ij. cozrupted 
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Agaynſt adultery. 
cozrupted with whoꝛdome⸗ Come not the Fren⸗ 
che pockes, with other dtuerle diſeaſes of who⸗ 
redome: From whence come ſo many baſtardes 
and miſbegotten childꝛen, to the hygh dyſplea⸗ 
ſure of God, and diſhonoure of holy wedloke, 
but of whozedom-Yow many conſume al theyr 
ſubſtaunce and goodes, and at the laſte kalle 
into ſuche extreme pouertie, that afterward they 
ſteale, and lo are hanged through whozedomee 
What contencion and inanflaughtericommeth 
of whozdome: Howe many mapdens be deflow⸗ 
red, how many wifes cozrupted, how many wy⸗ 
do wes defyled,thzough whozedom:How much 
is the publique weale tmpoueriſſhed,and trau⸗ 
bled though whoꝛedome⸗ How muche is Gods 
wo2d conteinpned, and depꝛaued by whozedome 
and whozemongers! Df this vice, commeth a 
great parte ofthe diuozces, which ( now a dates) 
be lo commonly accuſtomed and vſed, by mens 
pꝛiuate aucthoꝛitie, to the greate diſpleaſure of 
God, and the bzeache of the moſte holy notte 
and bonde of matrimonte. Foz when this moſte 
deteſtable ſynne is once orept into the bꝛeaſte of 
the adulterer, ſo that he is entãgled with vnlau⸗ 
full, and vnchaſte loue, ſtrepghtwayes, his true 
and lawkull wyke is diſpyſed, her pꝛeſence is ab⸗ 
hoꝛred, her company ſtynketh, and is lothſome. 
whatſoecuer ſhe doth; is diſpꝛayſed, there is no 
quietnes in the houle, ſo long as ſhe is in ſyght. 
Therkore to make ſhoztetale,muſt ſhe away, foꝛ 
her hulbande can bꝛooke her no lenger. Thus 


thzough 


Agaynſt adultery, 
though whozedome, is the honeſt and innocent 
wyfe put awaye.and an harlot recepued in her 
ſtede: x tn lyke ſoꝛte, it happeneth many tymes 
in the wyfe,towardes her huſbande, O abhomi⸗ 
nacton-Chzilt our ſautour, very God and man, 
comminge to reſtoze the lawe ofhys heauenlye 
father, vnto the righte ſenſe, vnderſtandinge, 
and meanynge, (emonge other thinges)refour- 
med the abuſe of this lawe of God. Foz where 
as the Jewes vſcd,of a long ſufferaunce,by cu⸗ 
ſtome, to put awape their wykes at their pleaſu⸗ 
re, foʒ euery cauſe: Chailt coꝛrectyng that eupll 
cuſtome, dyd teache, that if any man ptit awaye 
his wyfe, and marryeth an other, foꝛ any cauſe, 
excepte onely fo2 adultery ( whiche then was de⸗ 
ath by the law) he was an adulterer, and fozced 
allo hys wyke ſo diuoꝛced, to committe adulte⸗ 
rye,if ſhe were ioyned to any other man: and the 
mã alſo, ſo ioyned with her, to commit adultery, 

IN what caſe then are thoſe adulterers, which 
fo: the loue ot an whoze, put awape their true 
and lamkull wyke, agaynſte all la we, right, rea⸗ 
lon, and conſcience⸗ O, dampnable is the ſtate 
wherin they ſtande. Swikte deſtruccion ſhal fal 
on them, ik they repent not, and amende not: foz 
God will not euer ſuffer holy wedlocke, thus to 
be diſhonoured hated and diſppſed, He wil once 
puniſhe thys carnall and licencyous maner of 
liting,xcauſe,that this holy ozdinaunce ſhalbe 


Mat.xiz. 


had in reuerence, and honour. Foz ſurely wed- Hebre, iii. 


locke(as theApoltle ſayeth) is honozable emong 
WIG 5 P.1tf, all 


Hebte.tit. 


Gene,vi. 
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all men, and the bed vudefyled:Butwhozemon= 
gers and foznicatours, God will iudge, that is 
to ſape, puniſhe and condempne. But to what 
purpole is this labour taken, to deſcribe, and (et 
turth the greatnes of the ſinne of whozedome, & 
the incommodities that iſſue and flow out of it, 
ſeynge that bzeath and tongue ſhall ſonet faple 
any man, then he ſhall, oz maye be able to let it 
out, accoꝛdynge to the abhominacion and hap⸗ 
noulnes therot⸗Motwithſtandyng this is lpo⸗ 
ken to the entent, that al men ſhoutd flee whozez 
dom, and lyue in the teare of God. God graunt 
that it mae not be ſpoken in vapne. Now wpll 
I declare vnto pou in oꝛdꝛe, with that greuous 
puniſhmentes, God in tymes paſte plaguedad⸗ 
ultery:and howe certapne woꝛldly Pꝛynces allo 
dyd punilh it that pe may perceyue, that whoꝛe⸗ 
dom and foznicacion be ſynnes, no leſſe deteſta⸗ 
ble in the ſight of God and of al good men, then 
FJhauchitherto vttered. In the kyzſte booke of 
Moyles we reade, that when mankynde began 
to be multiplied vpon the earth, the men and 
women gaue their myndes ſo greatly to carnall 
delectacion, and tylthy pleaſute, that they lyued 
without all teare of God. God leing this their 
beaſtlye and abhominable lyuyng , and percep⸗ 
uyng that they amended not, but rather encrea⸗ 
ſed dayly inoꝛe and moꝛe, in their ſinfull and vn⸗ 
cleane maners, repented that he euer had made 
man:and to ſhewe how greatly he abhoꝛred ad⸗ 
ulterpe, whozedome, foꝛnicacion, and all vnclen⸗ 
5 nes, 
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nes, he made all the fountaynes of the depe ear⸗ 
the, to burſte out, and the luces of heauen to be 
opened, ſo that the rayne came downe vpon the 
earth by the ſpaceot.xl.dapes, and.xl.nightes, 
and by this meanes.deſtroyed the whole wozld, 
and all mankynde, eighte perſons onely excep⸗ 
ted, that is to ſape: Moe, the pꝛeacher of righte- 
ouſnes (as ſainctpeter calleth him) and his wy⸗ 
ke, his thze ſonnes, a their wifes. O what a gre⸗ 
uous plague, dyd God caſt here vpon al ltuing 
creatures, foꝛ the ſpnne ot whozedome⸗ Foz the 
whiche, God toke vengeaũce, not onelp of man, 
but alſo of beaſtes, foules, cal liutngceeatures, 


Manſlaughter was committed befoze, yet was Gene . ius 


not the wozld deſtroyed fo2 that, but foz whoze- 
dom, all the world(few onely except) was ouer⸗ 
flowed with waters, and ſo periſhed : An exam⸗ 
ple wozthyeto be remembzed, that pe map lear⸗ 
ne to keate God, 

v VE rcade agayne, that fo2 the fylthy ſynne 
ok vnclennes, Sodome and Gomoꝛre, and the 
other cyties nyghe vnto them, were deſtroyed, 
with fyze and bzaymſtone from heauen, lo that 
there was neither man, woman, chylde, noz bea⸗ 
ſte, no yet any thyng that grewe vpon the earth 
there lefte vndeſtroyed. Whole harte trembleth 
not at the hearinge of thys hyſtorye! who is ſo 
dꝛouned in whozedome and vncleanes, that wil 
not now fo2 euer àter, leaue thys abhoinpnable 
lyuinge, ſeynge that God ſo gretiotifly punil⸗ 
ſheth vncleanes, to rapne fpze and bꝛpmſtone 
| Pp.tiif. from 
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from heauen, to deſtrope whole cytyes, to kyll 
man, woman, and chylde, and all other lyuynge 
creatures there abydyng, to conſume with kyze, 
all that euer grewe : what can be moze manikeſte 
tokens of Gods wzathe and vengeaũce againſt 
vnclennes, and tmpuritic of lypte? Mathe thys 
hyſtoʒye, (good people) and fearc the vengeaũce 
of God. Do we not reade allo, that God dyd 
ſmyte Pharao, and hys houle, with great pla- 
gues, becaule that he vngodly delyzed Sara, 
the wite of Abzaham:⸗ Like wiſe reade we of Abi⸗ 
melech, kynge of Gerar, althoughe he touched 
her not by carnall knowledge, Thele plagues 
and puniſhmentes, dyd God caſte vpon fylthye 
and vnclene perſones, befoze the lawe was gy⸗ 
ten,(thelawe or nature onely reygnynge in the 
hartes of men) to declare, howe greate loue he 
had to matrimonye; and agapne, howe muche 
he abhozred adulter, foznicacion, and all vn⸗ 
clennes. And when the lawe that fozbad whoze⸗ 
dome, was gyuen by Moyles to the Jewes, dyd 
not God commaunde, that the tranſgreſſo:s 
therof ſhoulde be put to death⸗The woozdes of 
the lawe be theſe: Who lo committeth adulter 
with any mans wyke, ſhall dye the death, bothe 
the man and the woman, becauſe he hath bzoken 
wedlocke with his neighbours wyfe, In the la⸗ 
we alſo it was commaunded, that a damolell & 
aman taken togither in whoꝛedome, ſhoulde be 
bothe ſtooned to death. In an other place we al⸗ 


Nume,xxy ſo teade,that God commaunded Moyles,to ta: 


ke all 
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ke all the healde rulers, and pꝛinces of the 
people, and to hang them vpon aybbets open⸗ 
ly.that every man myght lee theim,becaute they 
eythercommitted,o2 dyd not puniſhe whozedoz 
me. Agayne, dyd not God lende ſuche a plague 
emong the people, fo2 foznicacion and vnclea- 
nes.that they dyed in one daye,thze and twenty 
thou lande: I paſſe ouer fo lacke of tyme, many 
other hiſtozies of the holy Bible, whiche declare 
the greuous vengeaunce, and heaup diſpleaſu= 
re of God, agaynſte whozemongers, and adulte⸗ 
rers. Certes, this extreme puniſhment appoyn* 
ted ol God, ſheweth euidentlye, howe greatly 
God hateth whozed om. And let vs not doubte, 
but that God at this pzeſent, abhozreth all ma⸗ 
ner of vncleanes, no leſſe then he dyd in the olde 
lawe:and wyll vndoubtedly puniſhe it, bothe in 
this woꝛlde, and in the woꝛlde to come. Foz he is 
a God that can abyde no hickednes: therefoze 
oughte it to be eſchewed of all,. p tendze the glo⸗ 
tp of God, x the ſaluacion of their awne ſoules. 

SAI NCT Paule ſapeth: all theſe thinges 
are w2ytten foz oure example, and to teache vs 
the feare of GOD, and the obedience to hys 
holy lawe. Fo2if God ſpared not the naturall 
bꝛaunches, neyther will he ſpare vs, that be but 
kteg, it we commit lyke offence. If God de⸗ 
oyed inany thouſandes of people, many cy⸗ 
tyes,yea the whole wozlde, fo2 whozedome, let 
vs not flatter oure ſelfes , and thinke we ſhall 
elcape free, and without punyſhment, Fo he 
| 20. hath 
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hath pꝛomiſed in hys holy lawe, to ſende moſte 
greuous plagues vpon thein, that tranſgreſſe 
hys holy commaundementes, Thus haue we 
hearde,howe God punyſheth the ſpnne of adul⸗ 
terye:let vs nowe heare certayn lawes, whiche 
the cyuil Magiſtrates deupſed, in divers coun- 
trays, foʒ the puniſhment therof: that we mays 
learne, how vnclenes hath euer bene deteſted in 
all well oꝛdzed cities and commõ wealthes, and 
Rawes deui: emonge all honeſt perſons. The lawe emonge 
— 5 * the Lepꝛeians was this, that when any were 
redome. Qtaken in adulterye, they were bounde and ca⸗ 
ried thzeedapes thzoughe the cytye , and akter⸗ 
warde, as longe as they lyued, were they deſpi⸗ 
ſed, and with ſhame and confuſton reputed, as 
perſones deſolate of all honeſtie. Emonge the 
Locreuſians , the adulterers had bothe thei 
eyes thʒuſt oute. The Romapns in tymes paſte, 
puniſhed whozedome, lomtpine by fyze, ſome⸗ 
tyme by lwearde. Ik a man emonge the Egyp⸗ 
cians had bene take in adultery, the lawe was, 
that he ſhoulde openly in the pꝛeſence ot al the 
people, be ſcourged naked with whippes, vnto 
the numbze a thouſande ſtripes. The woman 
that was taken with hym, had her noſe cut ot, 
whercby ſhe was knowen euer after , tobean 
whoze,and therfoze to be abhozred of all men. 
Emonge the Arabtans , they that were taken 
in adultery,had their heades ſtrycke from their 
bodyes, The Athentans puniſhed whozedome 
by death in lyke maner, So lykewyſe dyd the 
Barbarous 
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Barbarous Tartarians. Emong the Turkes 
euen at this day, they that be taken in adultery, 
bothe man and woman, are ſtoned ſtreighte⸗ 
wayes to deathe, without mercy. Thus lee we 
what godly actes were deuiſed in tymes paſte 
of the highe powers, koꝛ the puttynge awape of 
whozedome, and foz the maynteyninge of holpe 
matrimonye;and pure. conuerſacion. And the 
aucthozs of theſe actes, were not ch2iſtians, but 
Heathen: pet were they ſo enflamed, with the 
loue of honeſtie, and purenes of lyfe, that foz 
the mayntenaũce and conſeruacton of that, they 
made godly ſtatutes, lufferinge neither koꝛni⸗ 
cacton,no2 adulter, to reigne in their realmes, 
vnpuniſhed. .Chziſte ſayde to the people: The 


Niniuites ſhal ryſe at the tudgement, with thys Luce. xi. 


nacion, (meanyng the vnkaythtul Jewes /a ſhal 
condempne them. Foz they repented at the pꝛea⸗ 
chyng ol Jonas, but behold ( ſateth he) a greater 
then Jonas is here, meanpnge hymlelfe, and 
pet they repent not. Shall not(thynke pou)lt- 
kewpyle the Locreuſtans, Arabians, Athentans, 
with ſuche other, ryſe vp at the iudgement and 
condempne vs, fo2 aſinuch as they ceaſed from 
whozedome.at the commaundement of man, & 
we haue the lawe t inanifeſt pꝛeceptes of God, 
and pet fozſake we not our fylthy conuerſacion⸗ 
CTrulp,truly.it ſhalbe eaſier at p̊ day of iudge⸗ 
ment, to theſe Heathen, then to vs, except we re- 
bent and amende. Foz although death of body, 


i.Corin.vi. 
Galat.v, 
Ephe. v. 


Luce iii. 
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ſemeth to vs a greuous puniſhmente in thys 
wozlde koz whozedome: pet is that payne nos 
thing, in compariſon of the greuouſe tozmeteg, 
which adultcrers,fozntcatours , c all vncleane 
perſons, ſhall (ſuffer after thys lyte. Foꝛ al ſuche 
ſhalbe excluded, c ſhut out of the kyngdome of 
heauen,as S. Paule ſaieth; Be not decepued, 
fo: nepthec whozeinongers , noz whozſhippers 
of Images, noz adulterers, nor ſoftelinges, nog 
Sodomites, noz thefes,noz couetous perſons, 
noꝛ dꝛõkardes, no curſed ſpeakers, noz pyllers, 
ſhall inherite the kyngdome of God. And lainct 
Ihon in hys reuelacton ſateth:that whozemon⸗ 
gers ſhal haue their parte, with murderers, ſoz⸗ 
cerers,enchaunters,lyers,ydolaters, and ſuche 
other, in the lake whiche burneth with fpze and 
b:tumſtone, whiche ts the ſeconde death. The pu⸗ 
niſh mente of the bodye,althoughe it be dcathe, 
hath an ende, but the puniſhment of the ſoule, 
whiche S. Jhõ calleth the ſecond death, is euer: 
laſting: there ſhalbe fyze and bzimſtone; there 
ſhall be weping and gnaſhing of tethe:the woꝛ⸗ 
me, that ſhall there gnawe the conlcience of the 
dampned, ſhall neuer dye. O whole hart diſtil⸗ 
leth not euen dꝛoppes of bloud, to heate and tõ⸗ 
ſydꝛe theſe thinges⸗ It we tremble and ſhake at 
the hearynge and namyng of theſe papnes, oh, 
what ſhal they do, that ſhal feele them, that ſhal 
ſuffer them, yea and euer ſhall ſuffer, wozldes' 
withoute ende: God haue mercy vpon vs. W Ho 
is nowe ſo dzowned in ſynne, and paſt al godly⸗ 

nes, 
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nes, that he wyll ſet moze by a fylthy and ſtyn⸗ 
king pleaſure,(whiche ſone paſſeth awaye) then 
by the loſſe of cuerlaſtinge glozye, Agayne, who 
wil ſo geue himlelfe to the luſtes of the fleſh, 
that he feareth nothing at al the papnes of hell 
kyze? But let vs heate howe we map cſchewe the 
ſynne of whozedoine and adultery, that we map 
walke in the feare of God, and be free from tho⸗ 
ſe moſt greuous, and intollcrable tozmentes, 
which abyde all vncleane perſons. To auoyde 
foznicacton,adultery,and all vnclennes, let vs 
pꝛouide, ; aboue all thinges, we maye kepe oure 
hartes pure and cleane, from al eutl thoughtes, 
and carnall luſtes. Foz if that be once infected x 
coʒrupte, we fall hedlonge into ail kynde of vn⸗ 
odlynes. This ſhall we eally do, i, when we fe⸗ 
e inwardly p Sathã our olde enemy tempteth 
vs vnto whozedome, we by no meanes conſente 
to his craftye ſuggeſtions, but valiauntly teſi⸗ 
ſte, and withſtande hym, by ſtrong fapth in the 
wozde of God, obiectinge agaynſt him alwayes 
in our hart, this commaundement of God: Scri⸗ 
prumeſt, non mcechaberis. It is wzitten,thou ſhalt 
not commit whozedom. It ſhal be good alſo foz 
vs, euer toipue in the fcare of God, and to ſet 
befoze oure eyes, the greuous thzeateninges 
of God, agaynſt al vngodly ſynners, and to con⸗ 
ſider in our mpnde, howe kylthy, beaſtly, c ſhoz- 
te that pleaſure is, whereunto Sathan moucth 
vs. And agayne, how the payne appopnted foz 
that ſynne, is intollerable, and eucrlaſtynge. 
2. lij. that 
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Moꝛeouer to vie a temperance and ſobzietie in 
eatyng and dunkyng, to eſchewe vncleane com⸗ 
municacionʒ to auoyde all fylthy cõpanp, to flee 
vdlenes, to delight in readyng holy ſcripture, to 
watche in godly pzayers, and vertuoule medi⸗ 
tactons:and at all tymes, to exerciſe ſome godly 
trauaples, ſhall helpe greatly vnto the eſche⸗ 
winge of whozedome, 

AND here are all degrees to be moniſhed, 
whether they be maryed, oꝛ vnmarped, to loue 
chaſtitic,and clennes of Ipfe, Foz the maryed are 
bounde by the law of God, ſo purely to loue one 
an other, that neither of them leke any ſtraunge 
loue. The man muſte onclp cleue to hys wyke, x 
the wyfe agayn onely to her huſband: they muſt 
lo delight one in an others companye, that none 
of them couit any other. Ind as they are boũd, 
thus to lyue together in all godlines honeſty, 
ſo like wyſe is their duetye, vertuouſly to bʒinge 
vp their chyldzen: and to pꝛouide, that they fall 
not into Sathans ſnare,'noz into any vnclen⸗ 
nes, but that they come pure and honeſte vnto 
holy wedloke, when tyme requyzeth. So like⸗ 
wile ought all maſters, and rulers to pꝛouide, 
that no whozedome,noz anp poynte of vnclen⸗ 
nes, be vſed emonge their leruauntes. Ind 
agayne, they that are ſingle, and feele in theym 
ſeltes, that they cannot liue without the copany 
of a woman, let them get wykes of their awne, # 
ſo lyue godly together. Foz it is better to mary, 
then to burne. Ind to auoyde koznicacion, ſaieth 

. the Apoſtle 


the Apoſtle, let euery man haue hys awne wyke, 
and euery woman her awne hulbande. Finally, 
all ſuch as feele in them ſelkes, a ſufficiency and 
habilitie, thꝛough the operacio of Gods ſpirite, 
to leede a ſole and continent lyfe, let the pꝛayſe 
God fo2 hys gykt, and ſeke all meanes poſſible, 
to mayntepne theſame:as by readynge of holy 
ſcriptures, by godly meditacions,by continuall 
pꝛapers, and ſuche other vertuous exerciſes, FE 
we all on this wyle wyl endeuour our ſelkes, to 
eſchewe foꝛnicacion, adultery, and all vnclen⸗ 
nes, and leade oure lyues in all godltnes. 
and honeſtie, ſeruyng God with a pu⸗ 

re and cleane hart, and glozitiyng 

him in oute bodyes, by leading 

an innocent lpłe, we mape 
be ſure, to be in the 
numbze ok thoſe, 
of whome our 
lauioure 
Chꝛiſt 
ſpeaketh in the Goſpel, 
on this maner: Bleſſed are 

the pure in hart, koꝛ they ſhall 

ſee God: to whoie alone, be all 

gloꝛzy, honour, rule, æ power, wozl⸗ 
des without ende. AMEN, 


CIn 
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Math. v. 


¶ An homilie agaynſt conten- 
cion and bzaulynge. 


A ſhamful vnhoneſty of coten- 


tion, ſtrite, and debate, to the 
entent, that when pou ſhall ſe 
aas it were in a table paynted 
— befoꝛe pour epes)the euilfa⸗ 
foꝛmitie of this moſt deteſtable 
vice, your ſtomackes mape be moued, to ryle a- 
gaynſt itʒa to deteſt a abhozre that ſinne, which 
is lo muche to be hated, c lo pernicious & hurt- 
kul to al men. But emong all kyndes of conten⸗ 
: cion, none is moꝛe hurtful.thents contencton in 
1. Timo. i. matters of religiõ. Eſchewe (ſateth lainct Pau- 
i. Timo. ii. je tooliſh and vnlearned queſtions, knowinge 
that they bzced ſtrife. It becomineth not the ſer⸗ 
uaunt of God, to fighte oz ſtriue, but to be mcke 
to warde all men. This contencion & ſtriłe was 
in lainct Paules tyme, emong the Cozinthians, 
and is at thys tyme emong vs Engliſhe men. 
Foz to manp there be, which vpõ the Flebenches 
oꝛ other places, delight to pꝛopounde certayne 
queſtions, not ſo much perteyning to edikicaci⸗ 
on, as to vatnglozy and oſtentacion: and ſo vn⸗ 
ſoberlp to reaſon and diſpute, that when neither 
partie wyll geue place to other, they fal to chi⸗ 
dyng and contencion . a ſomtyme from hote woz⸗ 
des, to further incouentece, Dainct Paul ow 

no 
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not abyde toheare emog the Cozinthtans, theſe 
wozdes of dilcozd oz dilcencio;F holde of Raul, 
J of Cephas,x J of Apollo. What would he the Cor. iii. 
ſay,tfhe heard theſe woozdes of cotecto: (which 
be nowe almoſt in euery mas mouth)he is a 
Dhartſei,he is a Golpeller.he is of p new ſozt.he 
is of the old faith, he is a newe bꝛoched bzother, 
he is a good catholique father he is a papiſt, he 
is an heretique. Oh how ß churche is diuided. 
Oh howe ß cytics be cutte æ mangled. Oh how 
the coote of Chʒiſt, Þ was without ſeame.ts all 
to rent ⁊ toꝛne. Oh body miſtical of Chuſt, whe⸗ 
re is that holy c happy vnitie, out ofthe which, 
wholoeuer is, he is not in Chuſt:Jf one mebze 
be pulled fro another, where is the body⸗ If the 
bodye be dꝛawen fro the heade, where is the lyfe 
of ß body! We cannot be ioynted to Chꝛiſt oure 
head, except we be glued with cõcoꝛd & charitie, 
one to another. Foz hep is not in this vnitie, is 
not of Þchurch of Chzilt, which is a cõgregaciõ 
o2 vnitie together, x not a diuiſto. Dainct Maul 7 
ſateth:that as long as emulaciõ, contenciõ, and Sort. iii. 
factions be emong vs: we be carnal and walke, 
accozding to the fleſhly man. And lainct James * 
ſateth: It you haue bitter emulacis,+ contencis 4. 
in pour hartes, gloꝛy not of it:fo2 where as cons 
tencton is, there is incoſtancy,x all euil deades. 
And why do we not heare. l. Paule, which pꝛay⸗ 
eth vs, where as he might cõmaund vs, ſaiyng: 8 
J beſeche you, in the nãme of our Loꝛde Jeſus Cor. i. 
hꝛiſt, that you will ſpeake all one thynge, and 
A al, that 
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that there be no dillencion einong pou, but that 
you wil be one whole bodp,of one mynde, and of 
one opinion in the truth. Ik his delyze be reaſo- 
nable # honeſt, why do we not graũt it: it hys re- 
queſt be to2 our pꝛotit, why do we refuſe it: And 
if we liſt not to heare his peticiõ of pzater,yetiet 
vs heare his exhoꝛtacion, where he ſaieth: Jex⸗ 
ho:te pou, that you walk, as it becõmeth the vos 
caciõ, in the which you be called, with al ſubmiſ⸗ 
lion & mekenes, with lenitie & ſoftnes of inynde, 
bearig one another by charitie,ſtudipng to kepe 
the vnitie of the lpirit, by the bond of peace:Foz 
there is one body, one ſpirit,one fayth, one bap⸗ 


tiſine. There is (he laieth) but one body, ok the 


which he can be no liuely membꝛe, that is at va- 
riaũce with p other mebꝛes. There is one ſpirit. 
which ioyneth xknitteth al thynges in one. And 
how can thys one ſpirit reigne in vs, when we e⸗ 
monge our ſelkes be diuided! There is but one 
faith, and howe can we then lay, he is of the olde 
faith, a he is of the new fayth! There is but one 
baptiſme and the ſhal not al thei which be bap⸗ 
tiſed be one-Contencion cauleth diviſion, wher⸗ 
foe it ou ght not to be emõg chꝛiſtiãs, whom one 
faith x 3 eth in an vnitte. But if we 
contẽpne ſainct Baules requeſt and exhoztaciõ, 
yet at the leſt, let vs regard his obteſtaciõ, in the 
which he doth very earneſtly charge vs, and ( as 
I may ſo ſpeake) coniure vs in this kourme and 
maner: It there be any conſolacion in Chziſt, if 
there be any | cofo2t of loue, it you haue any com: 

munton 
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muniõ of the ſpirit, if you haue any bowelles of 
pytie compaſſion, fulfyl my ioy. beyng all lite 
affected, hauing one charitie, being of one mind, 
of one opinion, that nothyng be done by conten⸗ 
cion, oꝛ vaingloꝛʒy. Who is he that hath any boz- 
welles of pitie, that wil not be moued with theſe 
woꝛdes lo pithy! whoſe hart is lo ſtony but that 
the [woꝛd of theſe wozdes ( which be moze ſharpe 
then any two handed ſwoꝛde ) may notcutte and 
bzeake aàſondze: Wherkoze, let vs endeuour our 
ſcifes to fulfill. Paules iope, here in this place, 
which ſhalbe at length to our great ioye in ano⸗ 


ther place. Let vs ſo reade the ſcriptuee, that by go 


Powe we 
ulde reade 


readyng therof, we may be made þ better liuers. the terwpture. 


rather then the maze contencious dilputers. At 
anythyng is neceſſary to be taught, xeaſoned, oꝛ 
diſputed, let vs do it with al mekenes, ſoktnes, 
c lenitie. It anythyng ſhall chaũce to be ſpoken 
vncomly, let one beare anothers frailtie.He þ is 
kaulty let him rather amende, then defend that, 
luhich he hath ſpoken amifſe, leſt he falle by con⸗ 
tention, from aà fooliſh exrour. into an obſtinate 
hereſte:fo2 it is better to geue place mckely, the 
to winne the victozy,with the bzeach of charitie: 
which chaunceth, where euery man wil defende 
hys opinion obſtinately, It we be chziſten men, 


why do we not folo w Chziſt, which ſateth:learne Matth. xi. 


of me, foꝛ J am meeke and lowely in hart. A dif- 
ciple muſt learn the leſſon efhys ſcholemaſter. x 
8 ſeruaunt muſt obey thecommanndemet of his 
mafter.He that is wyſe# [ear 
Al Ad. ij. James 


ned (ſaieth ſaincte 1aco. iu 


Iaco,lit. 


i.Cor.v, 
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James)let him ſhew his goodnes by hys good 
couerſacio,X lobernes of hys wildõ. Foz where 
there is enuy and contencio,that wyldome com⸗ 
meth not fro God, but is wozldly wildome. mmãs 
wildome, a deuiliſh wiſedom. Foz the wyſedome 
that cometh fro ab oue, from the ſpirit of mod, is 
chaſt and pure, coʒꝛrupted with no euilaffeccios, 
it is quiet, meke and peaceable, abhozring all 
deſp:e of contencion, it is tractable, obedient, not 
grudging to learne, ⁊ to geue place to th, that 
teache better foz their rekoꝛmactõ. Foꝛ there ſhal 
neuer be an ende ot ſtriuing and contenciõ tt we 
contende who in contencion ſhalbe maſter and 
haue the ouerhand: it we ſhall heape errour vpõ 
errour, i we cõtinue to defend that obſtinately, 
which was lpoken vnaduiſledly. Foz truth itts, 
that ſtiknes in mainteyning an opinion, bzedeth 
contencion,bzaulyng x chiding,whiche is a vice 
emong al other, moſt pernicioùs and peſtilẽt to 


cõmon peace & quietnes. Ind as it ſtandeth be⸗ 


twixt two perlons parties, (fo no mã camsly 
doth chide with him ſelt ) ſo it compꝛehẽdeth two 
inoſt deteſtable vices:the one is picking ok que⸗ 
relles, with ſharpe and contenctous wozdes:the 
other ſtandeth in kroward anlwering, and mul⸗ 
tipliyng euil woꝛdes again. The kirſt is ſo abho 
minable,. that ſainct Paule ſayeth:it any that is 
called a bother, be a wozſhipper of idols, a bʒau 


Agaynſt que⸗ ler, oꝛ piker of querels, à thefe 02 an extozcioner, 
rell pickinge. with hym that is ſuch a mã. lee that pe eate not. 


Nowhere conlidre that ſainct Paule numbꝛeth 
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a ſcolder, a bzauler,o2a picker of querels,cmog 
thiefes and ydolaters:and many tymes cometh 
leſſe hurt of a thief,then of a railyng tongue: fo 
the one taketh awaye a mannes good name, the 
other taketh but hys richeſſe which is of muche 
leſſe value a eſtimacion, then is his good name. 
And a thief hurteth but him krö whom he ſtea⸗ 
leth, but he p hath an euill tongue, troubleth al 
the toune where he dwelleth, and ſometyme the 
whole contrey. And a rapling tongue is a peſti⸗ 
lence ſo ful of contagion, that S. Paule willeth 
chziſtian men to fozbeare the company ofſuche, 
and neither to cate noz dzincke with thetm.And 
where as he wyll not, that a Chaſtian woman 
ſhauld fozſake her huſbande, although he be an 
inkidele, noz that a chꝛiſtian ſeruaunt ſhould de⸗ 
parte from his maſter, whiche is an inkidel and 
Heathen, e ſo ſuffre a chʒiſtian man to kepe cõ⸗ 
pany with an infidel:yet he koꝛbiddeth vs to eat 
02 dztnke with a ſcolder, oz a querel picker. Ind 
alſo in the. vj. chap.to the Coz:he ſaith thus, Be 


i. Cor. vi, 


not decetued.foz neither foꝛnicatoꝛʒs, neither woz i. Cor.vi. 


chippers of pdols, neither theikes noz d2okards, 
neither curled ſpeakers,ſhall dwell in kyngdõ 
ofheaue.Jt muſt nedes be a great fault, pdoth 
moue «cauſe the father, to diſherite his natural 
ſonne. And how cã it otherwiſe be, but that this 
curſed ſpeaking, muſt nedes be a moſt dampna⸗ 
ble ſynne, the whiche doth cauſe God, our moſte 
mercifull x louyng father, to depꝛiue vs of hys 
moſte bleſſed Ryngdome ol heauen. Igainſt the 

Aa. iij. other 
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Igainftefro other ſynne, that ſtandeth in requiting taunt koꝛ 
ward anſwe- tatunt,tpeabeth Chziſt hymſelf:J ſayc vnto vou 
Math,y, (ſateth our ſautozChuſt)reſiſt not euil, but loue 
pour enemtes, and (aye wel by the, that ſaye euil 

by you, do wel vnto them, that do euill to you, x 

pꝛay foz them, that do hurt and purſue you, that 

you mape be the childꝛẽ of pour father, which is 

in heauen, who ſuſtereth his ſunne to ryle, both 

vpõ good x euil, and ſendeth hys rayn both to þ 

iuſt c vniuſt. To this doctryne of chꝛiſt agreeth 
bverp well the teachyng ok. S. Paule, that electe 
 veſſelil ok God, who ceaſeth not to exhozt & call 

Roma. xii. vpõ vs, ſatyng:bleſlethẽ that curſe pou, bleſſe( 
ſay ) curle not, recompence to no man euill koz 

euil, it it be poſſible(aſmuch as lieth tnyou)tiue 
peaccably with all men, Dearely beloued ads 

ucge not your ſeltes, but rather geue place vnto 

wꝛath, koz it is wꝛittẽ:veng eaũce is mine, J will 

Deu. xxxii. xe enge laieth the loʒd. Therkoze,ifthine enemy 
höger, ede hym, ik he thꝛiſt, geue hym dzynke, be 

not ouercome with euil, but ouercome euil with 
goodnes, All theſe be the woꝛdes of S. Paule. 

an obiection. But thei that be lo full of ſtomacke, and lette ſa 
. muche by them ſelfes that thetmay not abyde ſo 
muche as one euill woꝛde to be ſpoken of theim, 
peraduenture will ſaye:if J be euil reuiled, ſhal 

J ſtand ſtill like a gooſe, o2 a foole, with my fin⸗ 

ger in my mouth: Shal I be luch an ydiot and 
diſerde, to ſuffre euery man to ſpeake vpon me, 

what thei liſt, to raile what thei liſt, to ſpewe out 

al their venyme agapnſt me, at their „ 
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Is it not conuenient, that he that ipeaketh euil, 
ſhould be aunſwered acco2dingly: Jf J ſhall 
vſe this lenitie and ſoktnes, ſhal both encreaſſe 
myne enemies frowardneſle,and prouoke other 


to doo like. Suche reaſons make they, that can In auncwere 


ſuffre nothyng,fo2 the defece of their impaciẽce. 
Ind yet, if by frowarde aunſweryng to a fro- 
ward perſone,thcre werhope to remedy hys fro- 
wardneſſe, he ſhould leſſe otfenide that ſhould ſo 
aulwer,doyng theſame not of pre, oz malice, but 
onely of that intent, that he that is ſo frowarde 
oꝛ malicious, may be refourmed.But he that ca 
not amende another mannes fault, oꝛcannot a⸗ 
mende it without his awne kaulte, better it were 
that one ſhould periſhe, then two:then ik he can⸗ 
not quiete hym with gentle wooꝛdes, at the leaſt 
let hym not folowe hym, in wicked and vnchari⸗ 
table wooꝛdes. It he can pacifie him with ſuffe⸗ 
ryng, let hym ſulkre:and ik not, it is better toſufs 
fre euyll, then to do euil, to ſaye wel, then to ſaye 
euill: j oꝛ to ſpeake well againſt euill, cõmeth of 
the ſpirite ot God, but to rende euil fo2 euil, cõ⸗ 
meth of the contrary ſpirite. And he that cannot 
temper ne rule hys awne pꝛe, is but weake and 
feble, and rather moze lyke a woman oz a child, 
then a ſtrong man. Foz the true ſtregthe ; man⸗ 
lines, is to ouercome wꝛath, and todeſpice iniu- 
ry, and other menes koliſhnes. And belides this, 
he that ſhall deſpice the wꝛong dooen vnto hym 
by his enemp, euery man ſhall percepue, that it 
was ſpoken oz doden without cauſe, where as 
5 Aa, t. contrary 


contrary,he that doth fume and chafe at it.ſhal 
help the cauſe ot his aduerſary, geuyng lulpiciõ 
that the thing is true. And lo in goyng about to 
reuenge cutll, we ſhewe our lelfes to be euil, and 
while we wyl puniſhe and reuenge another mã⸗ 
nes koly, we double and aug inẽt our awne foly. 
But manp pꝛetences find thei that be wilkull, to 
colour their impacience. Mpneenemy ( ſape thei) 
, ts not wozthy to haue gentle woꝛdes oz deedes, 
beyng ſo ful of malice, oꝛ frowardnes. The lelle 
he is wozthy, the mozc art thou allowed of God, 
the moze art thou comended of Chaiſt,foz whole 
ſakc thotrſhouldeſt rẽder good foz eutll,becaule 
he hath commaũded thee,and alſo deſerued that 
thou ſhouldeſt ſo do.Thyne neighbo2 Hath per- 
aduenture with a wozde offended thee:call thou 
to thy remembzaunce, with how many wozdes & 
deedes, how greuoully thou haſte offended thy 
loʒde God. What was man, whe Chztlt dyed foz 
hym : Was he not hys enempye, and vnwozthy to 
hauehys fauoz and mercye⸗Euen lo, with what 
getlenes and pactence doth he fozbeare, and tol⸗ 
lerate thee, although he is datlyoffeded by thee⸗ 
Joꝛgeue therfoze alight treſpace to thy neigh⸗ 
bo, that Chaiſt maye fozgeue the, many thoulã⸗ 
des of treſpaſſes, which art euery daye an offen= 
der. Foz tf thou fozgeue thy brother beyng to the 
a treſpaſſer, then haſt thou a ſure ſigne and tokẽ 
that God wpl fozgeue thee, to whom all men be 
debters oz treſpaſſers. How wouldeſt thou haue 
God mercikull to thee, f thou wilt be cruel 9 

WY 
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thy bzother:Canſt thou not finde in thyne hirte 
to doo that towarde an other, that is thy telowe, 
whiche God hathe done to the, that arte but his 
ſeruaũt: Ought not one ſynner to koꝛgeue ano; 
ther, ſeyng that Chꝛiſt which was no linner, did 
pꝛaie to his father foz the, that without mercy x 


dilſpitfully put hym to death: Who, whe he was i, petri. ii 


reuiled, did not vle reuilpng woꝛdes again, and 
when he luffred wꝛongkullp, he did not thꝛeatẽ, 
but gaue all vengeance to the iudgement ot his 
kather, whiche iudgeth rightekully. And what 
crakeſt thou of thy hed : It thou labo2 not to be 
in the body, thou canſt be no membze df Chaiſte, 
ik thou kolow not the ſteppes of Chziſte, whoſ(as 
the Pꝛophet ſaieth) was led to death like a lãbe 
not openyng hys mouthe to reuilynge, but ope⸗ 
nynge his mouthe to pꝛaiyng fo: them that cru- 


cified him, ſatyng: Father koꝛgeue them foꝛ thet Luke. zxiid 


cannot tell what thei do. The whiche example, 


anone after Chꝛiſt, ſainct Sthephin did kolow: actes. vii. 
after ſainct aule: We be euill ſpoken of(ſaieth . Co rin. 71 


he) and we ſpeake wel, we ſuffre perſecucion and 
take it pactetly:men curſe vs, and we gently en- 
treate, Thus laincte Paule taught that he did, 
and he did that he taught: Bleſſe pon (ſaieth he) 
theim that perlecute you, bleſſe pou and curſe 
not. It is a greate thyng to ſpcake well to thy 
aduerſary, to whom Chꝛiſt doth commaund the 
to do well? Dauid when Semei did call hym al 
to naught, did not chyde again, but ſaied pacy⸗ 
entlyꝛſuffre htm to ſpeake euill, it perchance the 


E ſaie. liii. 
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Loꝛde will haue mercy on me. Hyſtozies be full 
of examples ofÞBeathen men, that toke very me⸗ 
kelp, bothe oppꝛobzious woꝛdes, and inturtous 
dedes. And ſhal thoſe Heathen men, excel in pã⸗ 
cience, vs that pꝛokeſſe Chziſte, the teacher and 
example of all pactence:z Liſander when one did 
rage againſt him, in reuiling of him, he was no 
thing moued, but ſaid:go to, go to, ſpeke agaiſt 
me almuche, and as oft as thou wilte, and leaue 
out nothyng, ik perchaũce by this meanes thou 
maieſt diſcharge the of thoſe naughtie thinges, 
with the whiche it ſemeth that thou arte full la⸗ 
den. Manz men ſpeakc euill of all men, becauſe 
they can ſpeake wel ol no man. Akter this lozte, 
this wiſe man auoyded fro hym, the iniurious 
woꝛdes ſpoken vnto him: imputyng and laiyng 
them to the naturall ſickenes of his aduerlary. 

PERYCLES, when a certayn ſcolder, oz à 
railyng felowe did reuile him he aunſwered not 
a woorde again, but went into a galery, x after 
toward night, when he wente home, this ſcolder 
folowed hym, ragyng ſtill moze a moze, becauſe 
he ſawe the other to ſet nothyng by him. And af 
ter that he came to his gate, (being darke night) 
Perycles commaunded one of his ſeruaũtes to 
light a tozche,and to bzyng the ſcolder home to 
his awne houſe.He did not onely with quietnes 
ſuffre this bzawler paciently, but alſo recompe- 
ſed an euill turne with a good turne,and that to 
hys enemie. Fs it not a ſhame foz vs that pꝛo⸗ 
keſſe Chʒiſt, to be wozle then Heathen people, in 


a thyng 
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a thyng chiefly perteining to Chziſtes religion? 
Shall Philolophte perlwade theim moze, then 
Gods woozde ſhall perſwade vs - Shall natu⸗ 
rall reaſon pꝛeuaile moꝛe with theim, then reli⸗ 
gion ſhall do with vs? Shall mans wiſedome 
leade them to that thyng, wherunto the heauẽlp 
doctryne cannot leade vs + What blyndeneſſe, 
wilkulneſſe, oꝛ rather madneſſe is this⸗Pericles 
being pꝛouoked to angre with many cotumelts 
ous wozdes. anſwered not a wozde.2Sut we ſtir⸗ 
red but with one litle wozde, what tragedies do 
we moue: how do we kume, rage, ſtãpe and ſtare 
like madde men? Manp men of euerp trifle, wil 
make a great matter, and of the ſparke ok a litle 
wozde, will kindie a greate fire, takyng al thyn⸗ 
ges in the woꝛſt part. But how muche better is 
it, and moze like to the example and doctryne of 
Chziſte, to make rather ofa greate faulte in our 
neighboꝛ, a (mall faulte, reaſoning with our ſel⸗ 
kes after this ſoʒte: e ſpake theſe wozdes, but it 
was in a ſodain heate, oz the dzinke ſpake them, 
and not he, oz he ſpake the at the mocion of ſome 


Reaſons to 


other, oꝛ he ſpake theim, bepng ignoꝛaunt of the moue men frs 


truth, he lpake them not agatuſt ine, but againſt 
hym whome he thoughte me to be. But as tou⸗ 
chyng euill ſpeakyng, he that is ready to ſpeake 
euill againſt other men:firſte lette him examine 
himſelf, whether he be faultleſſe and cleare of þ 
kaulte whiche he fpndeth in an other. Foz it is a 
ſhame when he that blameth an other foz any 
faulte,ts gilty hymſelk, either in thelame kaulte, 
Bb. ij. either 
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either in a greater. It is a ſhame koꝛ him that is 
blynd, to call an other man blpnd.and it is moze 
ſhame toz hym that is whole blynde, to call hym 
blinkerd, that is but poze blynde. Foꝛ this is to 
ſea ſtrawe in an other mans eye, when a man 
bath a blocke in his a wne eye. Then let him coz 
ſider that he that vſeth to ſpeake euil, ſhal com- 
monly be euill ſpoken ot agayne, And he that 
ſpeaketh what he will fo2 hys pleaſure , ſhalbe 
compelled to heare that he would not, to his di⸗ 
ſpleaſure. Mozeouer, let him remember that (ate 
ynge, that we ſhal geue an accopt fo euery ydle _ 
woꝛde. Howe muche moze then ſhall we make a 
reconyng fo2 our ſharpe bitter bzaulynge, and 
chidyng wozdes, which pꝛouoke our b2other to 
be angry . and ſo to the bzeache of hys charitye, 
And as touching euil aiſwering , although we 
be neuer lo muche pꝛouoked by other mens cuil 
ſpeakyng pet we ſhall not folowe their krowar⸗ 
nes by euil aunlwering, ik we conſider that an⸗ 
ger is a kynde of madneſſe, and that he which is 
angry, is (as it were foz þ tyme) in a phzenclye. 
Reaſons to Wherfoze let hym beware leaſt in hys fury, he 
ro warde 5 ſpeake any thinge whereof afterwarde he maye 
fwerynge, haue iuſte cauſe to be lozy, And he that will des 
fende, that anger is no furye , but that he hath 
reaſon, euen when he ts moſte angery. then let 
hymreaſon thus with hyinſeife when he is an⸗ 
gerye. Nowe J am fo moued and chafed that 
within a lytle whple after, ſhall bee other⸗ 
wayes mynded: Wherkoze then ſhoulde J 
. now 
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now ſpeake any thig in mine anger, which here⸗ 
after when # woulde fapneſt, can not be chaun⸗ 
ged ! Wherkoze ſhall J do any thynge nowe, be⸗ 
inge(as it were) oute ot᷑ my witte , foz the which 
when J ſhall come to my ſelfe agayne, F ſhal be 
very ſadde: why doth not reaſon! why doth not 
Godlines: pe, why doth not Chꝛiſt obteyne that 
thing now of me, which hereafter, time ſhal ob⸗ 
teyne of me» Ik àa man be called an adulterer, 
vlerer, dzunkard, oz by any other contumclious 
name, let him conlider earneſtly, whether he be 


ſo called truly oz falſely:tf truly, let him amend 
his fault, that his aduerſaty may nobafter,woz 


thely charge him with ſuch offeces:if thefe thine 
ges belaied againſt him falflp, vet let him con⸗ 
fider, whether he hath geuen any occaſton, to be 
ſuſpected of ſuche thinges, and ſo he may bothe 
cutte of that ſuſpicion, wherof this launder did 
ariſe, and in other thinges ſhall liue moze wa⸗ 
rely. And thus vling our lelfes, we may take no 
hurt, but rather much good by the rebukes and 
launders of our enemy. Foꝛ the repꝛoche of an 
enemp, mape be to many men a quicker (pur to 
the amendement of their life, then the gctle mo⸗ 
nicion ofa frend . Philippus the kyng of az 
cedony, when he was euil ſpoke of by the chyeF 
rulers of the citie ot Athens, he did thanke them 
hartely, becauſc by them, he was made better, 
both in his wozdes x dedes:fo2 I ſtudy(ſaid he) 
both by iny ſatynges and dotnges to pꝛoue the 
lers. This is the beſt way to refellamans ad⸗ 

Bb. iij. uerlary 
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terſary) ſo to liue, that all, which ſhal knowhis 
honeſty, mape beate witnes , that he is launde= 
red vn woꝛthelp. Ik the faulte wherof he is llaũ⸗ 
dered,be luche, that foz p defence ot his honeſty, 
he muſt nedes make aunlwere yet let him aun⸗ 
ſwere quietly and (oftely , on this faſhion , that 
thole faultes be laide againſte him falſelpe, fo2 
Ptou. xv. it is ttruthe that the Wilemã ſaieth: A loft aun⸗ 
were allwageth anger, and a harde and ſharpe 
aunſwere doth ſtirre vp rage and fury, The 
i. Reg. xxv. ſharpe aunſwer of Mabal, did pzouoke Dautd 
to cruell vengeaunce, but the gentle woꝛdes of 
Abigail, quenched the kyꝛe agapn, that was all 
in a flamme. And a ſpecial remedy. agaynſt maz 
licious tongues, is to arme our ſelłes with pa⸗ 
cience, mekenes, and ſilence, leaſt with multi⸗ 
pliyng wooꝛdes with the enemp, we be made as 
au odieccion ellill ag he. But they that cãnot beate one euill 
wooꝛde, peraduenture fo2 their awne excuſaciõ, 
will alledge that, whiche is wꝛiten: he that del⸗ 
pyſeth his good name is cruell. Allo we teade: 
Prou. xxvi dunſwer a foole, acco2ding to his foliſhnes. 
Thon. zix. Ind our loꝛd Jeſus did holde his peace, at cer⸗ 
tayn euill ſatynges, but to ſome he aunſwered 
diligently:he heard men call him a Samarita⸗ 
ne, a Carpenters ſonne, a Wyne dzinkar, che 
helde his peace: But when he heard them lay, 
thou haſte a deuell within the, he anſwered to 
that earneſtly. Truthe it is in dede that there is 
a time, when it is conuenient to anſwere a foole 
accoꝛding to his kłoliſhenes, leaſt he ſhould 8 
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in his awne coceipt to be wile, And ſometime it 
is not p2ofitable to anſwere a foole, accoꝛding 
to his koliſhenes, leaſt the wiſeman be made like 
to the foole, When our inkampe is ioyned with 
the periel of manp, then it is neteſſaty, in anſwe⸗ 
ringe to be quicke and ready. 
F OR we reade that many holy men ot good 

edles, haue ſharply and fiercelp, both ſpoken & 
anlwered tyrauntes and euil me, which ſharp 
woꝛdes, pꝛoceded not ot anger, rancour, oz ma⸗ 
lice, o appetite of vengeaunce, but ofa fcruent 
deſp:e to bzinge them to the true knowledge of 
God, and from vngodly liupng, by an earneſt a 
ſharpe obiurgacion and chiding. In this zeale 
ſaincte Jhon Baptiſte called thc Phariſeis.ad- Nat. iii. 
ders bzoode, and ſainct Baule called the Gala⸗ Galath. iii. 
thians, fooles, and the men of Crete, he called Tit. i. 
lyurs, euil beaſtes, and ſloggiſh bellyes, and the 
kalle Apoſtles-he called dogges and crafty woz- philip. iii. 
kemen. And this ʒeale is godly, to be allowed, 
as it is plainely pꝛoued by the exãple of Chziſt, 
who although he were the fountaine and ſpzing 
of all mekenes, gẽtilnes and ſoftnes, yet he cal⸗ 
leth the obſtinate Scribes and Phariſeis, blind Math. xxiii 
guides, fooles, paĩted graues, hypocrites, ſerpẽ 
tes, adders bꝛood, a cozrupt and wicked genera⸗ 
cion. Allo he rebuketh Peter egerly, ſaiyng: Go Matth. zvi.. 
behinde me Sathan. Lykewile lainct Paule re⸗ : 
pꝛoueth Elyinas, ſaivng: O thou ful of al craft, Actes.xtit.. 
t guple, enemy to all iuſtice, thou ceaſeſt not to 
deſtroy the right waies of God. Ind now 5 the 

and 


Of contencion. 


hand of the Lozd is vpon the, and thou ſhalt be 

blynd, and not ſee fo a tyme. Allo ſainct Peter 
repꝛehendeth Ananias very ſharply , ſaiynge: 
Anantas, howe is it that Sathã hath filled thy 

harte that thou ſhouldeſt Iye vnto the holye 

Ghoſt: This zeale hath bene ſo keruent in many 

good men, that it hath ſtyꝛred them not onely to 

ſpeake bitter and egre wooꝛdes:but alſo to do 

thinges, whiche might leme to lome, to be cruel, 

but in dede,tyey be very tuſt, chatitable, ⁊ godly 

becauſe they were not done of yꝛe, malice oz con⸗ 

tencious minde, but of a teruente mynde to the 

glozy of God, and the cozreccion of ſynne, execu⸗ 

ted by men, called to that office, Foz in this zeale 

bur loꝛd Jeſus Chztit did dꝛiue with a whippe, 
Ihon. ii. the bpars and ſellers out of the Temple. Jn 
Exo. xxxii this 3eale, Moyſes bzake the two tables, which 
he had recepued at Gods hande, when he ſawe 

the Fſraelites daunſing about a calte, and cau⸗ 

ſed to be killed. xxiij. M. of his awn people. Fn 

Num. xxv. this zeale, Phinees the ſonne of Elealar, did 
But thele ex thʒuſt though with his [woꝛde, Zambꝛy d Coz- 
amp be tolo by, whom he kounde together ioyned in the acte 
wed of cuery of lechery. Whertoze now to returne agayne to 
buen ba called contencious woozdes , and ſpecially in matters 
to office x tet gf religion, and Gods woꝛde ( whiche woulde be 
en authoꝛitie. Vſed with all modeſtie, ſobernes , and charitte) 
the woozdes of ſaincte James ought to be well 

marked, and bozne in memoꝛy, where he ſaieth: 

Iaco. ĩiii· that ot contencion riſeth all euill. Ind the wyle 


Pro. xx. kynge Salomon laieth: honoz is due to a on 
| a 
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thatkepeth him (elfe from contencion, and all 
that mingle them ſelfes therwith, be kooles. 
And becaule this vice is ſo muche hurtkul to the 
ſocietie of a common wealth in all well oꝛdꝛed 
cyties, theſe common bzaulers and ſcolders be 
puniſhed, with a notable kynde of payne, as to 
be let on the cokyngſtole, pillery, oz ſuche like. 
And they be vnwozthy to liue in a cõmõ wealth. 
the whiche do as muche as lyeth in them, with 
bzaulinge and ſcoldynge, to diſturbe the quiet⸗ 
nes and peace of theſame, And wherof cometh 
this contencton,ſtrife,x variaunce, but of pꝛide 
and vainglozizLet vs therfoze hible our ſelfeg 


miſled to reſt vpon them, that be humble #1owe 
in ſpirit. At we be good and quiet chaſten men, 
let it appere in our ſpeache and t ongues. It we 
haue foꝛzſaken the deuill, let vs vſe nomoze de⸗ 
uiliſhe tongues. He that hath bene a raplinge 
fcolder, now let hun be a ſober counſaillour. He 
that hath bene a malicious ſclaunderour, nowe 
let him be à louynge comfozter « He that hath 
bene a vaync railer, now let him bea goſtly tea⸗ 
cher. He that hath abuſed his tõgue in curling, 
now let him vle it in bleſſing. He that hath abu⸗ 
ſed his tongue in euil ſpeaking, now let him vle 
it in ſpeaking wel. Al bitternes, anger, railing, 
and blaſphemp, let it be auoyded from pou. It 
vou map, and it be poſſible, in no wiſe be angty . 
But ik you mape not be clene voide of this paſ⸗ 
lion, then pet lo tẽper and bꝛydle it, that it ſtyzre 


i. Peter. v. 


vnder the mighty hãde of God, which hath pꝛo⸗ Luce. i. 
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you not tocontencton and bꝛaulyng. It you be 
pꝛouoked with euill ſpeakyng , arme pour ſelfe 
with pacience, lenitie, and ſilence, epther ſpea⸗ 
kyng nothing, oz els being very ſofte meke and 
gentle in anfwering. Ouercome thine aduer⸗ 
laries with bencfites and getlenes. And aboue 
all thynges, kepe peace and vnitte , be no peace 
b;eakers,but peace makers. And then ther 
is no doubt, but that God, the auctho; 
of comkoꝛt and peace, wyll graunt 
vs peace of conſcience, æ ſuche 
concozd and agrement, that 


with one mouth a mynd, 
we may glozifp God, 
the kather ok oure 
Loꝛde Jeſus 
_ Chiilt:to 
whome be al glozy now and cuer. 

AMEN, e | 
N Ereafter (Hall folowe Homi⸗ 
YE ?[lies,of faſting.pzaiyng.almole dedes, 
Nee the Natiuitie, paſſion, Reſurrection, 
and Aſcencion oft our ſautoʒ Chit : of 
the due receiuing of his bleſſed body and bloud, 
vnder the fourine of Bzead and Wyne, agaynſt 
idlenes, againſt gluttony ⁊ dꝛõkennes, againſt 
coueteouſnes, agaiſt enuy, yre and malice, with 
many other maters, aſwel fruitkul as neceſſary, 
to the edifipng of chziſten people, 4 the encreaſe 
ot godly liuynge. AMEN. _ 

God ſaue the Kynge. 
0 5va e, ty te c . 


Atableokthe Ser⸗ 
monsoꝛ Homies, contepned 
in this pzeſente volume. 


© | Friictefull exhoztacion , to i. 
Iſthe reading ok holy ſcripture, 
HO the miſerie of all man⸗ 
kyude. - 

Ok the laluacion of all mankynde. 
Ok the true and liuely faithe. 

Of good wooꝛkes. 

Ok chꝛiſtian loue and charitie. 
Agaynſt ſwearing and periurie. 

Ok the detclining from God. ür 
An exhoꝛtacion agaynſte the keare of ir. 
deathe. 

An exhoꝛtacion to obedience. 1 


Agaynſt whoꝛedome, and adultery, rf. 
xij. 


Agaynſt ſtryte and contencion. 
(3. FrINIs, 


&2- Jmpzynted at London . 
9 daye of Juli, in the Hyſte yere 


the ret gue of our ſoueremgne lord 
ngr Edward ihe. VI t By 
Rychard Grafton Printer 
to his mote royal! 
Maie gie. 


In the yere of our Lord, 
M. 2 XELLII. 
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